
Headteacher’s 
Message
It’s been an action-packed 
week full of festive cheer!  Our 
Countdown to Christmas 
brought carols and hot 
chocolate in the Heartspace, 
a cake sale raising £50 for 
Holt’s U12 Coventry Blaze 
Ice Hockey team, and an 
Attendance Breakfast for 92 
students with 100% attendance 
- plus the much-loved Barr’s 
Hill Christmas Dinner! Year 9 
have been creating stunning 
watercolour artworks for 
their upcoming exhibition, 
while four exceptional Year 
12 students secured places 
on a prestigious Cambridge 
programme. We celebrated 15 

years of Duke of Edinburgh with 
a fantastic awards evening and 
an inspiring talk on resilience. 
Sports highlights include Year 
9 boys progressing in the 
English Schools Cup, Year 7 
& 8 girls shining at a football 
tournament, our Post-16 netball 
team making history with their 
first-ever win, and KS4 boys 
showing grit in a hard-fought 
basketball battle. A brilliant 
week of PRIDE and success!

Starting in January we will be 
using ClassCharts as our main 
method of communication.  
ClassCharts is a fantastic user 
friendly platform that will 
help the school, students and 
parents keep up to date with 
how students are progressing 
in their school life. You will 
receive live information 

about your child’ homework, 
consequences, and also 
positive points your child will 
receive.
It is important to note that 
this system will now replace 
the text messages that 
were previously used to 
communicate behaviour issues, 
PRIDE points and detentions, 
and therefore it is vital that all 
parents are able to access it.

The ClassCharts app can be 
downloaded for free on all 
mobile phones through the 
relevant app store, or logged 
into via www.classcharts.com 
if you are unable to download 
the app. Please do contact 
your child’s Hub Director if you 
require your parent access 
code.
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Celebrating Success at Our First Duke of 
Edinburgh Awards Evening

On Thursday 4th December, we proudly hosted our first Duke of Edinburgh Celebration Event. Bronze and 
Silver full awards were presented to the 2024–2025 cohorts, along with medals of recognition for our Gold 

cohort. The evening was a fantastic success, with around 100 students, parents and carers joining us to 
celebrate these achievements.

We were honoured to welcome guest speaker Neil Hughes, who delivered a powerful talk on resilience. 
A former army serviceman, Neil lost his leg above the knee while on duty, bringing his military career to 

an abrupt end. He shared how he rebuilt his life through para-rowing and was set to compete in the 2012 
Olympics before facing another setback - a stroke. His story highlighted the importance of teamwork and the 

DofE value of “leaving no one behind.”

During the event, we also recognised the dedication of our staff volunteers. Mr Winter and Miss Butterworth 
received certificates for five years of service to DofE, with Mrs Edwards and Miss Phillips receiving theirs 

after the event. A special mention goes to Mustafa, who delivered an excellent speech about his Gold Award 
journey and how the programme has shaped his personal growth and future aspirations.

A big thank you to Mr Walls for capturing the evening with his photography.

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award has now been running at Barr’s Hill School for 15 years, and this 
celebration was a wonderful way to showcase the dedication, resilience and PRIDE shown by our students. 

Congratulations to all award recipients!

We are delighted to say that 4 of our exceptional Year 12 Students have been accepted 
onto an 18 month programme with Lucy College Cambridge.   This is a scheme designed 
to support state schools reaching top universities such as Oxford and Cambridge.  Only 
1000 students across the whole of the UK are accepted therefore it is an outstanding 
achievement for our young people.  This accomplishment is a testament to the hard 

work and excellent start they have made to Year 12.   As a school we aim to ensure as 
many Post 16 students as possible are engaged in appropriate supercurricular courses. 



Festive Fun in The Bridge: 
Countdown to Christmas

With our special Countdown 
to Christmas, the Bridge have 
been celebrating the season! 

Monday our Hub Ambassadors 
Indie and Georgia helped 

serve hot chocolate and sing 
carols in the heartspace, 
Tuesday saw a cake sale 

raising approximately £50 for 
a community cause which was 
Holt's U12 Coventry Blaze Ice 

Hockey team. Wednesday... 
an Attendance Breakfast 

for 92 students with 100% 
attendance, each receiving 

fresh breakfast pastries and 
hot to forget the Barr's Hill 

Christmas Dinner! Christmas 
Season wishes to one and all!

Year 9 Get Creative with Animal & Insect Art
Year 9 students are working on an 'animal and insects' project where they are refining skills based upon 
the formal elements that they have learnt previously in KS3, whilst also then experimenting with media 

that will lead to a final outcome to go into an exhibition in February 2026 on our Pride Showcase Day. Using 
watercolours this week, the students were testing out the 'water to colour' ratio for watercolours and 

created beautiful abstract paintings of rhinos or shells. Working then on 'aging' the rhino using fine liner then 
complimented the images. Well done Year 9!



Futures trust Post-16 Netball Team Make 
History With First-Ever Win! 

The Futures trust Post-16 Netball team have announced themselves in style, securing their first ever 
competitive victory with an impressive 27–14 win over Eden Girls’ School. This landmark moment marks the 

beginning of an exciting journey for a squad filled with determination, team spirit, and raw potential.

What makes the achievement even more remarkable is that, for many of the team, this was their first time 
playing in a competitive netball fixture. Despite the nerves, they rose to the occasion brilliantly showcasing 

excellent communication, relentless defence, and clinical shooting throughout the match. Their growth 
across the four quarters was clear to see, and the energy on and off the court was electric.

A huge congratulations to the entire squad for setting such a strong foundation for the future. This historic 
result is not just a win on the scoreboard, but a testament to their hard work in training and their willingness 

to challenge themselves.

A special mention to:
- Players’ Player: Lola – Recognised by her teammates for her outstanding effort, composure, 

and influence on the game. A fantastic all-round performance!

- Coaches’ Players: Phillipa & Elizabeth – Both showed brilliant commitment, smart decision-making, and 
real leadership on the court. Their contributions were key to securing the victory.

This is just the beginning for our Post-16 team. With such a promising start, the future looks incredibly 
bright. Well done, everyone - here’s to many more fixtures and many more successes!



KS4 Boys Basketball: A Hard-Fought Clash
The KS4 boys basketball team delivered a performance full of grit, resilience, and determination in their 

recent fixture against a strong Cardinal Wiseman side. Althwough the final score saw them narrowly 
defeated 38–27, the story of the game was one of character and fight.

Wiseman came out with intensity, using their size and physicality to dominate early and build an 18-point 
lead. Many teams would have folded - but not this group. Showing outstanding teamwork, defensive 

pressure, and belief, the boys launched an incredible comeback, cutting the deficit all the way down to just 
two points in the final quarter. The atmosphere was electric as they pushed Wiseman to their limits.

In the end, Wiseman’s physical advantage proved the difference, but our KS4 team walked away with 
something far more important: pride in their performance and a clear statement of what they are capable of 

this season.

A huge shout out to the Year 11 students, who played almost every minute of the game. Despite exhaustion, 
they showed leadership, toughness, and relentless effort until the very last whistle. Their commitment set 

the tone for the entire team and was truly inspiring to watch.

This fixture showed that the KS4 boys have heart, talent, and the ability to compete with anyone. With 
performances like this, the future of basketball at the school is incredibly bright.

On Monday 8th December, the Year 9 boys faced Ashlawn in the next round of 
the English Schools’ Cup at the Alan Higgs Centre. Barr’s Hill dominated the first 

half, creating several strong chances but were repeatedly denied by an outstanding 
Ashlawn goalkeeper. Early in the second half, a superb through ball from Unel set up 
Dmytro, who calmly finished to make it 1–0. Despite further opportunities, Ashlawn’s 
keeper continued to impress, but the boys held on for a well-deserved 1–0 win and 

now progress to the next round, where they will travel to Walsall.

On Tuesday 9th 
December, our Year 7 
and 8 girls took part 
in a Sky Blues in the 
Community football 

tournament at Warwick 
University. They played 
three closely contested 

matches against 
Ernesford Grange, Rugby 
High and Bilton, showing 

great teamwork and 
scoring some fantastic 

goals. Despite not 
securing a win, the girls 

should be very proud 
of their performance 
and can look forward 
confidently to future 

fixtures.

Year 7 & 8 Girls Compete with Pride
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The Spiderwick Chronicles: The Field Guide

Description: After finding a mysterious handmade 
field guide in the attic of the ramshackle old 
mansion they've just moved into, the Grace 

children – Jared, Simon and Mallory – discover 
that there's a magical and maybe dangerous 

world existing parallel to our own – the world of 
faerie.  

The children want to share what they know, but 
the faeires will do everything possible to stop their 

secrets being revealed...

This week’s review has been written by 
Dhyan J from 7W.

Book: The Boy at the Back of the Class

Dhyan says: A boy who is a refugee comes to a school 
and another boy tries to help and find the refugees 

parents and sister. Great book, very funny.

Rating: 4.9/5

 

Book of the Week

Student Book Review


