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The Year 12 students who participated in the elite International Physics Olympiad.

Headteacher’s
Message
We are very
proud of our
academic
traditions.
Our students
engage
brilliantly with a huge
range of highly challenging
subjects and topics every
day. We were delighted
recently to be asked to
showcase our students
Classics and Latin learning
on a national stage to
other schools considering
introducing the subjects
via 'Classics for All', a
prestigious national
organisation. This weeks
newsletter is packed with
other similar examples
of academia. Our Debate
Society continues to
impress and our students
will soon be in local and
regional competitions.

Meanwhile the Physics
Olympiad offers students
the chance to broaden
their knowledge of solving
complex problems in
the field of physics and
increase their experience
of real life physics.
Reading continues to be
a huge part of what we
do and our expectations.
Reading is at the heart
of demonstrating PRIDE
as a learner and there
is a clear and simple
correlation between
successful academics
(adults and students) and
their appetite and interest
in reading. Being a parent
is busy and sometimes
overwhelming with all
that our children can
have going on in their
lives. If you are looking
for a positive conversation
to have at home do ask
your child what they are
reading and ask them to
tell you about it, perhaps

the plot, main characters,
something they found
surprising or even better
ask them to predict what
will happen next.
Feedback from Year 11
trial exams has gone
smoothly this week, some
students are delighted,
some disappointed and
some mixed. All reactions
are normal at this stage
in Year 11 but the critical
thing is that every single
student knows exactly
what they need to do to
improve moving forwards.
Hopefully after this crucial
week your child will be
able to tell you in detail
exactly what they need to
improve in each subject
and each paper. Year 13
students completed their
trial exams this week and
will get detailed feedback
next week. A critical week
for them.
Mr C Jupp

Huge
congratulations to
our Bridge students
who helped to raise
£103.55 for
Children in Need
last week. With a
tutor group penny
drive, guess the
sweets in a jar and
the ultimate soak
the teacher, lots of
fun was had!

KS4 and KS5 Debate Society
Over the last 9 weeks the KS4 and KS5 Debate Society have been sharpening their public speaking
ability and confidence. Students have been getting more familiar with the structure of a debate
and now speak formally as Proposition and Opposition teams with rebuttals and questioning.
Throughout Debate Society, we have debated contemporary and controversial motions such as ‘No
MP should be considered a ‘celebrity’ and no celebrity should become an MP’, ‘Barack Obama did
not do enough for African Americans when he was President of the United States’ and ‘Social media
has devalued human interaction’. We’re now getting ready for the Senior Rotary ‘Youth Speaks’
competition which will be held at Sidney Stringer Academy on Friday 3rd February 2023.
If you’re interested in joining please speak to Miss Donaldson or Miss Manhota.

Debate Society runs in EN2 on a Wednesday lunch

Community Partnerships – Elite Basketball
Georgio in year 11 has
been selected to represent
Coventry Elite in the National
League competition at Under
16 level. This is an incredible
achievement and he is
destined to be an excellent
player with him showing
determination and PRIDE
in both his academic and
athletic pursuits.
The school has an incredible
partnership with Coventry
Elite and there is qualified
coaching for our students
most nights after school,
for different age groups,
genders and abilities. We are
extremely grateful to be able
to work with local partners
to ensure our students have
incredible opportunities on
their 7 Year journey!

Christmas Holiday Activities
Dan Oliver, our Strategic Community Partnerships and Safeguarding Lead, has worked with the PE
team and Elite to bring a 1 day basketball camp on Monday 19th December, following the successful
summer camp. Every participant will get a free basketball and a free lunch. It is one of 70 holiday
activities free for those with a HAF code, see coventry.gov.uk/HAF for more information. Please keep
checking if activities are booked up as more places do get released, but be quick!

Please scan the QR code and fill in the form to register your interest
				
by 10th December.

Readathon
It’s been proven that students who read for pleasure are more likely to be successful and happy
throughout their lives (OECD).
This term, we are running a Read for Good

‘Readathon’.

The charity ‘Read for Good’ encourages students to read through its unique motivational approach
inspiring reluctant readers to give reading a go, and keen readers to read more widely. Students
must read at least 3 of their reading journey text - they are not being assessed, it’s all about reading
for fun. And, they are motivated to read because the money they raise in sponsorship helps to
provide a regular supply of brand-new books and a resident storyteller to every major children’s
hospital in the UK.
All you have to do is:
1. Take a look at what they plan to read, share and discuss the reading journey text - anything goes!
Sharing books is fine too (in fact recommended!) as well as listening to audio books.
2. Help find sponsors among family and friends. The easiest way to sponsor a child is at
https://readathon.secure.force.com/sponsor.
Students have been given a sponsorship card so that they can keep track of how much
they have raised.
Please support your student’s sponsored read as much as you can. They’ll be helping
kids in hospitals get books, as well as helping themselves. And our
school receives free books worth 20% of our grand sponsorship
total – so there really is something in it for everyone.
For more information, visit www.readforgood.org.

This week in Science club:
The Year 7s made holograms and
matchbox microphones
The Year 8s made alginate worms
The Year 9s and 10s made slime

Science in the News from our Science Leaders
Current science news, November 17, 2022
Colon cancer: Dying cancer cells give neighbouring tumour cells
instructions on how to survive
Colon cancer, specifically colorectal carcinoma, is the second-leading cause of death by cancer in
Germany. Although the understanding of the pathogenesis (development of disease) and technology
involved has improved, the resistance of advanced colorectal tumours to chemotherapies is a rising
obstacle the scientific community faces.
So how do these tumour cells survive such powerful chemotherapy treatments? The research
team led by Professor Florian Greten found that when colon cancer cells are attacked by
chemotherapeutic agents, they release ATP, a cell’s energy currency, as a messenger substance.
This ATP from the dying cells binds to specific receptors on the surfaces of surrounding tumour
cells, activating a vital survival pathway. This signalling pathway ‘instructs’ the tumour cells on how
to bypass cell death and thus, causes resistance to chemotherapy.
This may sound alarming and frightening at first but clearing up the fog surrounding this deadly
disease allows scientists to innovate methods to interrupt this vital communication between dying
tumour cells and their neighbouring tumour cells, thus improving the efficiency of chemotherapy,
ultimately saving thousands of lives from the brutal hand of cancer.
To read more, visit: Colon cancer: Dying cancer cells give neighbouring tumour cells instructions on
how to survive | Aktuelles aus der Goethe-Universität Frankfurt (uni-frankfurt.de)

Amazing Artwork
Year 8 has been looking at the
modern Cubist artist Tiny Kiwi and
learning about the use of optical
blending to create a wider colour
palette. Mustafa created
this artist inspired piece for
homework.

Year 7 are working on their final
assessment in Art this week. Bringing
together skills learnt in their learning
journey to create a watercolour tonal
portrait.

BBC visit Barr’s Hill as part of
Share Your Story National Tour
On Wednesday 23rd November, all students in Years 7-10, had the opportunity to hear from specially
selected BBC Ambassadors who shared their inspirational career journeys with students in a bid to
inspire and motivate them.
The day was hosted by James Threlfall MBE, a British presenter working predominantly in radio
for the BBC. James was joined by BBC researcher, Zahra Iqbal, and Midlands today correspondent,
Navtej Johal, who each shared their inspiring stories of growing up in challenging circumstances
and getting to where they are today.
Zahrah’s story was about embracing your identity, trusting your instinct and about realising that
being different is great. Navtej spoke about growing up in one of the poorest parts of East London,
as the son of working class Indian immigrants who came to the UK in the 1970s with nothing and
couldn’t speak English. He shared his experience of working on a market stall selling socks and
underwear with his father ages 11-18 and explained how it was this experience, which he hated at
the time, that paved the way for his future success.
The engagement from students was superb from start to finish and staff from the BBC commented
on how our students asked some of the most perceptive questions they have received all tour.

"It was a great experience coming to your school and engaging with the students. They were all very inquisitive and
asked some good questions! I hope some of them submit story ideas for our Young Reporter competition." - James
"I had fun sharing my story with your students. I hope I inspired them to be able to talk to anyone if they are going
through any adversity. Sharing your story is important and it's always good to remember that someone will always listen
to you, no matter what." – Zahrah
We would like to thank the BBC and their production crew for including us in their 100th birthday
celebrations and putting on a truly inspirational show for our students. We hope to welcome them
back to Barr’s Hill in the near future.

Student Book Review

This week’s review has been written by Apishan P from 8HM
Book: Real Pigeons Fight Crime
Apishan says: This book has cliff-hangers everywhere and it is very surprising
and it has three stories in one book and they all link.
Rating: 5/5

Book of the Week
The Wolf Wilder by Katherine Rundell
ZPD: 4.5
Description: Feodora and her mother live in the
snowbound woods of Russia, in a house full of
food and fireplaces. Ten minutes away, in a
ruined chapel, lives a pack of wolves. Feodora’s
mother is a wolf wilder, and Feo is a wolf wilder
in training. A wolf wilder is the opposite of an
animal tamer: it is a person who teaches tamed
animals to fend for themselves, and to fight and
to run, and to be wary of humans. When the army threatens her existence,
Feo is left with no option but to go on the run. What follows is a story of
revolution and adventure, about standing up for the things that you love
and fighting back. And, of course, wolves.
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