
Headteacher’s 
Message

Another very 
busy week 
draws to a 
close. Well 
done to Year 

10 who have all worked 
hard responding to their 
trial exam feedback. At this 
stage, heading into Year 11 
the most important thing 
is that they can answer the 
3 key questions, KNOW, 
HOW, SHOW: I know where 
I am at, I know precisely 
how to improve, I am 
showing that improvement.

All of our parents will 
receive a report on 
grades and progress at 
next Wednesday’s PRIDE 
Showcase Day which, 

we are pleased to say,Is 
happening back on site for 
the first time since before 
the pandemic. The day will 
provide an opportunity 
for your child to reflect on 
their goals which were set 
in February and to ensure 
they are prepared for the 
next stage of their learning 
as they continue their 7 
Year Journeyat Barr’s Hill 
School.

This week we also 
welcomed Year 11 
students back into school 
alongside our external 
applicants to take their 
first steps in P16 Select. 
They experienced 
tasterlessons in each of 
their subject choices and 
a huge range of additional 
workshops, all designed to 
ensure that they are ready 

for the last 2 years of their 
7 Year Journey with us.

INSPIRE week starts week 
beginning Monday 18th 
July. Each year group has a 
huge range of exciting trips 
and learning experiences 
on offer. Please make sure 
that you have completed 
all the necessary 
permissions to ensure you 
child does not miss out. If 
the cost of anything is a 
barrier (the cost of living is 
a very real issue for us all 
at present) please talk to 
your child’s Hub Team. We 
will do anything we can to 
support and we are very 
clear that we do not want 
any child to miss out on 
the basis of cost.
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Silver Duke of Edinburgh
2 teams of our year 10 students completed their practice expedition in the Cotswolds last weekend 

for their Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award. 

The weather was a mixture of rain and sun but both teams worked hard to get through the 
challenge of navigating their routes. Our campsite were really lovely with us being able to watch a 

sunset over a lake!

Welcome to the New Bridge students!
Wednesday 6th July, hearts beating fast, lots of nervous minds. 174 of our new Bridge students who 
are joining us in September 2022 came to Barr’s Hill to experience their transition day. As students 
came in to school they were able to find out which aspirational university would be their tutor group 

for the year, and which of our teachers would be their tutor.

With 29 primary school’s having students select Barr’s Hill for their secondary education, it was 
important each of our new students had the opportunity to spend time with their peers. Whilst 

getting to know each other and their tutor, they also had a tour of the Bridge before sampling two of 
our lessons. We saw ‘egg-celent’ parachute experiments for Science, the ‘Darkside’ of English and 

Classical Greek gods.

It was lovely to see our new Bridge students developing their confidence throughout the day and 
leaving at 2.30pm happier and excited for their new adventures.



Classics for All
We were delighted to learn a few weeks ago that we have been nominated for a national award for 

our innovative work in delivering Classics and Latin. Our traditional high academic standards mean 

that we really value these important subjects as a school and all students study them. As a result of 

our nomination, on Tuesday 5th July we were visited by Paul Grigsby, a Senior Warwick University 

lecturer in Classics. Paul came to visit us to see the Classics lessons that our Year 7’s were taking 

part in as well as visiting the Year 9’s who have chosen Classical Civilisation for their GCSE options 

– the first group of students to be offered this in Barr’s Hill School history! The Year 7 students were 

also fortunate to be able to use some virtual reality headsets that Paul brought, where they could 

see what the Ancient Greek Acropolis was really like!

Barr’s Hill are pleased to work so closely with Warwick University and Classics for All. Early plans 

are in place for the school to host a regional Classics and Latin conference in partnership with 

Warwick University to showcase our students amazing work. Classics is an aspirational subject 

which is well renowned by a range of universities including Oxford and Cambridge. The skills 

that students learn in Classics will support them as they grow and consider who they want to be 

when they pass their GCSE’s and direct their aspirational path to further education. Latin supports 

students learning of word etymology and helps unlock reading inference, a crucial academic skill.

Over the coming months the Classics department – Miss. Phillips and Miss. Low – will continue 

working closely with Warwick University to offer our students a range of amazing enrichment such 

as Ancient World Day at Warwick University, trips to the British Museum, Latin Level 1 qualification, 

artefact handling sessions and many more amazing opportunities.



PARENT GOVERNOR VACANCY
We currently have a vacancy for a parent governor at our school and invite you to stand 

for election or to nominate another parent to do so. This is a fantastic opportunity for you 
to become more involved in the life of the school. Governors play a significant role in the 
work of the school and the role, whilst demanding, is very interesting and rewarding. The 
governing body works in partnership with and in support of the school. It also sets a high 
standard of expectation and ambition which helps to drive forward the work of the staff 

and create a brighter future for our students. Governors need not be experts in the field of 
education. What they do need is an interest in the school and the welfare of the children.

If you would like to find out more about the role, please contact our Chair of Governors 
Tony Fitzpatrick who will be delighted to talk to you. He can be contacted via chairofgovs@
barrshill.coventry.sch.uk. Should only one expression of interest be received by 31st June, 
the closing date, the candidate will be duly elected unopposed. In the event of there being 

one or more nominations a ballot will take place.

Year 12 Olympic Legacy Trip
On Monday, the Year 12 and 13 BTEC Sport Level 3 cohort went on an educational trip to London 
to see the impact of the Olympic Games in 2012 on London. The trip highlighted the legacy of the 

games and the regeneration of that area of London.

The students seen first hand the rebuilding of infrastructure in the area around the Olympic 
stadium and were able to have a in depth tour of the facilities inside the stadium. Student visited the 

director’s box, changing rooms and the warm up and cool down facilities that the athletes used in 
2012 and the West Ham team use currently.

Students also visited then Arcelormittal orbit in the Olympic Park and were able to have an amazing 
experience on the worlds longest tunnel slide and viewing the panorama of the whole of London.

We hope the experience on this trip will help with the student’s current assignment on the Olympic 
legacy.



Summer Holiday Activities (HAF)
The Coventry Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) Programme offers fun and food for Coventry pupils 
throughout the school holidays. Places are completely free to children who receive benefits-related

free school meals, with children and young people of all ages and backgrounds welcome.

This Summer school holiday, eligible children (free school meals, children 
in need, child protection and looked-after) can benefit from a wide range 

of over 150 quality holiday activities (all with food provided) through 
the Coventry HAF programme. there is a huge variety of activities and 

experiences available.

For more details and to book visit www.coventry.gov.uk/haf.

You will need a HAF code to book and this will have been sent to all 
families of eligible childrenthrough the post. Activities are popular so 

spread the word now to avoid disappointment.

Post 16 Select Transition Week 2021
We welcomed back over half of our Year 11 students this week alongside our external applicants for our Post 

16 Select Transition Week. Our jam-packed programme of lessons and workshops has provided students 
with an opportunity to meet their teachers, participate in various skill building workshops and complete their 

first independent study periods in our Post 16 Centre. Some students, who study subjects at other Post 16 
Select school sites, have also travelled to President Kennedy and Stoke Park schools on our minibus, exactly 

as they will do from September. All students have done very well this week and have left feeling far more 
confident and far less nervous than they did on their first day – exactly what we wanted!

Here’s what some of our students and staff had to say about their experiences this week:

I’ve really enjoyed my time at transition week and feel like I’ve settled in to my new school already. The workshops 
have helped with that as I’ve been reassured that we will be able to cope in September and not struggle or be stressed as 
I thought I would be. Everyone I have met has been really nice. Coming in as someone new I’ve been made to feel really 

welcome by students and staff. - Amelia

I’ve felt totally welcomed to Post 16 and have really enjoyed the week. The sessions have helped me understand what 
being in Post 16 will be like and more relaxed about my future. This week has helped unite everyone as a group and this 

will help us to hit the ground running in September. – Emmanuel

It has been an absolute pleasure to welcome our Post 16 cohort to Barr’s Hill school for their transition week. We are really 
proud of how the students have engaged in their sessions, workshops and study periods. They have demonstrated PRIDE as 

Post 16 learners and left us staff feeling excited about welcoming them for real in September. – Miss Wilcox

We are super excited to see all students again on GCSE results day, Thursday 25th August 2022, and wish all 
of those who have applied to study with us a very happy and restful summer break. If students or parents 
have any questions they would like answering before the end of term, please do not hesitate to contact us.
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This week’s review has been written by Zara H from 8H

Book: The Boy at the Back of the Class by Onjali Q. Rauf

Zara says: In my opinion I enjoyed the book. It was a bit upsetting at times because 
the boy’s little sister lost her life. This was a paper book and I prefer reading on the 

real book rather than a screen.

Rating: 5/5

Student Book Review

Solve your own Mystery: The Monster Maker by Gareth P. Jones

ZPD: 5.3

Description: Welcome to Haventry, a town where the 
ordinary and extraordinary collide! With ghosts, 

werewolves and zombies living side by side, trouble 
is always brewing. And when a fiendish crime is 

committed, YOU are the detective in charge of the 
case. Dr Franklefink’s precious Monster Maker has gone 

missing and there are a lot of suspects! Along with 
your yeti partner, it’s up to YOU to find the culprit. 

Should you trail Bramwell Stoker, the terrifying 
vampire, or Grundle and Grinola, the mischevious 

goblin twins? Or will investigating the doctor’s 
monstrous son Monty lead you to the thief? YOU decide!

Book of the Week


