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Photo taken at the National History Museum during the Year 8/9 trip to London.

Headteacher’s
Message
I write this final
newsletter
message of
the year in
the middle
of the hottest days on
record in the UK. I would
like to thank the staff and
students for the measured,
sensible approach they
took to the hot weather.
It was wonderful that
we managed to keep the
vast majority of student
experiences in place,
albeit in some cases a
little scaled back to reduce
risks. We have already
rescheduled the Silver
DofE expedition and we
hope that this will go
ahead in September.
This week has been
amazing with some real
stand out moments.
The Year 10 Meet the
Professionals Day saw
students meet over 30
business professionals
from a wide range of

industries. Guest speakers
included a particle
physicist, a lawyer, two
doctors, a vet and an
architect to name just
a few! The rest of the
week has been filled with
incredible trips including
West End musicals,
stadium tours, and
beaches and a range of
really important discussion
and learning in key areas
such as how to stay safe
online, what constitutes
healthy relationships and
how to keep physically and
mentally fit.
We look forward to
rounding off the week with
our end of year awards.
This year they will be
held at Central Hall but
we will return to Coventry
Cathedral next year where
we will be able to welcome
more parents to join us.
Our speaker this year
is Dr Neeta Lakhani, a
former student of Barr’s
Hill and member of our
Alumni Network. Neeta is
a Clinical Geneticist with a
Paediatric background and

we are very much looking
forward to learning more
about her career success
on Friday.
The schools safeguarding
team is available all
summer, if you have any
concerns please call 07724
046375.
We will be open for
A-Level Results on
Thursday 18th August at
9am and GCSE results
on Thursday 25th August
at 9am and a reminder
that there are still a few
places left at our amazing
summer basketball
camp in conjunction with
Coventry Elite Basketball.
Places can be booked via
https://bit.ly/3znXRpC.
May I take this opportunity
to wish you all the very
best of summer breaks. I
hope that you find time to
relax and we look forward
to welcoming the students
back on Wednesday 7th
September at 8.40am.
Mr C Jupp

Mock Interviews for Year 10 and 12

During Pride Showcase Day, in addition to their speech and meeting with their tutor, Year 10
and 12 students also took part in mock interviews. Attending with their CV or record of careers
engagements, each student had a formal interview conducted by a volunteer from a range of
different backgrounds. With the event running 7.30am – 7.30pm, we had representation from
Magistrates, bank managers, illustrators, construction managers, Coventry City Council employees,
university staff and entrepreneurs to name but a few.
Our students were brilliant throughout and we were delighted to receive the below feedback from
a volunteer from Coventry University: I am really grateful for the opportunity to have supported the
mock interviews at Barr’s Hill. God willing, if I am in Coventry next year, I would be happy to support
future Barr’s Hill events. I really applaud the students for their courage, confidence and willingness to
undergo interviewing. I hope the experience built their confidence and helped improve their skills. I
would like to recognise some outstanding students that I interviewed.
Year 10 – Bethuel, Molly, Isabel, Nabeelah, and Hussnane.
Year 12 – Jessica, Tai-Sian
I would also like to recognise Isabel and Nabeelah especially for having the best Year 10 CVs.
We are extremely proud of all students who took part with many stating that the experience
prepared them for the future whilst also dispelling many misconceptions they had about the

Meet the Professionals Day

On Monday 18th July our Year 10 students were able to experience 4 career taster sessions through
Meet the Professionals Day. The day began with a professional behaviours and personal branding
assembly delivered by Mr Michael which impressed upon the students the importance of embracing
this opportunity and ensuring they gained as much as they could from our visitors. Students chose
their sessions from a timetable of 21 different professionals across the day including an educational
psychologist, architect, illustrator, doctors, sports coaches, construction managers, engineers and
the business manager of a national law firm. We were also lucky to welcome Arnold Mujackachi, a
former Barr’s Hill student who is currently working as a lawyer. All shared details with students of
their current role, their career path and educational choices.
Following the event students have shared that the Meet the Professional Day allowed them to gain
lots of information about a range of different careers giving them inspiration for their own future.
All volunteers commented on the professionalism of our students and the well thought out
questions they posed.

English Schools National Athletics Championships
Last weekend two of our students Emmanuela A & Reece C competed in the English schools’
National Athletics championships in Manchester’s Sport City stadium which is overlooked by
the Etihad Stadium. The students set off with the West Midlands Team in a coach on Thursday
afternoon heading to the athletes’ hotel which was occupied by several other teams of athletes from
all over the country. Both Reece and Emmanuela were very calm and composed heading into the
indoor athletes warm up area which leads directly to the outdoor stadium. For many this would be
a very daunting experience where athletes are often distracted by the liveliness of the warm up area
and calibre of athletes that are there. Both of our students were not fazed by this new experience
and prepared themselves very well before being taken into the call rooms where they would wait
for their heat with their competitors. Emmanuela was first to race in the girls 100m heat and she
advanced comfortably through the heat executing an outstanding race and placing third which was
an automatic qualifier to the semi-final later that day. Later on, in the semi-final Emmanuela was
looking to advance further into the final and she was not far off. In her semi-final there was a false
start in the lane next to her which made her tentative. When the gun went off for the second time
Emmanuela was hesitant and waited in her blocks for .10/.20 longer than her competitors and after
that point she had to play catch up. Emmanuela did well to stay composed and finish the race in 7th
picking off two girls on the way to the line. Reece C was next up in only his 3rd 300m race he has
run and he performed like an experienced athlete. Coming around the top bend Reece was right
in the mix running fast and relaxed and controlling his pace rather than chasing the leader who
went out very fast. Reece was in a foot race in the last 50m with 3 other athletes and he ended up
placing 4th in his heat with the 12th fastest time. This was a new impressive PB and school record
of 37.96. This is extremely fast for anyone let alone a year 9 who has not been racing long. Reece
did not advance into the final due to the qualifiers being the first 3 positions in each race and 4th
fastest from outside of the top three advancing. This was unfortunate as if Reece was in any of the
other heats that time would
have placed him within the
top 3. Emmanuela came back
the next day to represent the
team in a relay final and got
a silver medal for the West
Midlands. This was a great
souvenir to take home with her
which demonstrates all of the
hard work that has gone into
Emmanuela getting to this level.
A huge well done to both and
we can’t wait to see what these
two and others can achieve next
year.

PARENT GOVERNOR VACANCY

We currently have a vacancy for a parent governor at our school and invite you to stand
for election or to nominate another parent to do so. This is a fantastic opportunity for you
to become more involved in the life of the school. Governors play a significant role in the
work of the school and the role, whilst demanding, is very interesting and rewarding. The
governing body works in partnership with and in support of the school. It also sets a high
standard of expectation and ambition which helps to drive forward the work of the staff
and create a brighter future for our students. Governors need not be experts in the field of
education. What they do need is an interest in the school and the welfare of the children.
If you would like to find out more about the role, please contact our Chair of Governors
Tony Fitzpatrick who will be delighted to talk to you. He can be contacted via chairofgovs@
barrshill.coventry.sch.uk. Should only one expression of interest be received by 31st June,
the closing date, the candidate will be duly elected unopposed. In the event of there being

Year 12 Support Local Charities

Over the last half-term Year 12 Tutor groups have been fundraising for three local charities: Langar
Aid, Carriers of Hope and Coventry City Foodbank. Students have led on a range of activities from
staff basketball matches to car washes which were very popular with staff! Throughout the whole
process Year 12 have conducted themselves maturely and have been very well organised and
efficient. A huge thank you to all Year 12 students and their tutors – Dr Michel, Miss Manhota and
Mr Cooper – for their support. Overall, Year 12 raised over £500!

Year 12 Next Steps Day

We held our Next Steps day for Y12 students on Wednesday 20th July. Students explored their post
school options and started working on their UCAS applications and personal statements.
We would like to say a big thank you to Sarah and Ady from Aston University Admissions
department and Dylan from Coventry University’s student recruitment team for sharing your expert
advice and guidance with our pupils throughout the day.
Our students left the day with clear actions to complete over the summer and feel confident that
they know all there is to know about the UCAS application and student finance process.

Summer Fun 2022

Help and support
for your family
We all want our children to have a Summer of Fun, but life can also
have many challenges. There is help and support available.
Do you need help with providing healthy food for your family and being more active?
Are you worried about how you will pay your bills?
Would you like help getting a job or to access some training?
Are you worried about a child or adult, and not sure how to help?

To find help in Coventry you can:
Visit our website at
www.coventry.gov.uk/cfid
to find lots more information on
activities for children

Use our online chat at
www.coventry.gov.uk/costliving-wellbeing-support

Call Coventry City Council
freephone hotline number
08085 834 333, available
Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm

Call the Emergency Duty Team on
024 7683 2222 if it’s after 5pm and
you’re worried about the safety of a
child or adult

Family Support
Family Hubs Here to Help
0800 887 0545 Freephone
www.coventry.gov.uk/
applyearlyhelp
Help to all families with
children 0-19 years

Domestic abuse
and sexual violence
CRASAC
024 7627 7777
www.crasac.org.uk
Safe to Talk helpline
0800 111 4998
www.safetotalk.org.uk

Out of Hours

Adult Mental Health
Mental Health Matters
0800 616 171
www.mhm.org.uk/coventrywarwickshire-helpline
Samaritans
116 123
FREE from any phone
0330 094 5717
local call charges apply
www.samaritans.org

Employment
and training
The Job Shop
024 7678 5740
jobshop@coventry.gov.uk
www.coventry.gov.uk/jobshop

Family Health
Family Health and
Lifestyle Service
02475 189 190
Chat Health
07507 331949
Rise Mental Health and
Emotional Wellbeing
Service (CWPT)
0300 200 2021
Between 8am and 8pm
OR 24/7 Crisis Line
For urgent calls and young
people who are experiencing
a mental health crisis contact
the 24/7 Rise Crisis team on
08081 966798 option 2
www.kooth.com
Kooth is a FREE online service
offering emotional and mental
support for children and young
people

Student Book Review

This week’s review has been written by Ava-Mae A from 7L
Book: War Horse by Michael Morpurgo
Ava-Mae says: This book is about a boy and a horse. The boy has to go to war. The
horse also has to go to war. The boy and horse were best friends. Once the war was
over they meet each other again and both get to go home.
Rating: 5/5

Book of the Week

The Dollmaker of Krakow
by R.M. Romero
ZPD: 5.5

Description: A timeless fantasy set in the
second world war that weaves together
magic, folklore and history. One night
a little doll named Karolina comes to
life in a toyshop in Krakow, Poland in
1939 and changes the life of the gruff,
broken-hearted Dollmaker. And when the
darkness of the Nazi occupation sweeps
over the city, Karolina and the Dollmaker
must bravely use their magic to save their
Jewish friends from a terrible danger.
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