
Headteacher’s 
Message

If you follow 
the schools 
twitter feed you 
will have seen 
live tweets of 

our students incredible 
performances in the 
Coventry School Games 
trials.  This is a step 
towards the International 
School Games.  The 
students performed 
superbly dominating in 
multiple events.  Stand 
out performances were 
Reece running a stunning 
12.4s 100m and a hotly 
contested high jump that 
ended up with a school 
record broken and a 
Barr’s Hill 1-2.  Year 10 
Geographers chose a 
superb weather day to 
visit Carding Mill Valley for 

their coursework.  A bright 
sunny day allowed them to 
combine incredible views 
from the top of the valley 
with their river study.

We were very proud to 
hear this week that 
Pavan B was successful 
in his application for 
the Sutton Trust US 
Programme 2022 this 
will be a potentially life 
changing, exceptional 
experience and he has 
done so well to get a 
place given the fierce 
competition nationally.  
Speaking of fierce 
competition, this week 
we learned that Imama H 
has achieved the stunning 
feat of a bronze medal 
in the 54th International 
Chemistry Olympiad.  This 
is down to her ability and 
hard work, but thanks 
should go to our amazing 

Science Faculty who are 
offering students a high 
class experience.

Year 11 and 13 keep 
working hard as they 
approach the exams. 
Mentor evening in Year 11 
this week was excellent 
and allowed some useful 
conversation about 
planning for the run in, 
with 34 school days to 
go until the exams start.  
Similar evenings are 
coming up in Year 13.  
Meanwhile, intervention 
and additional support is 
in full swing, any parents 
at all concerned about 
anything please don’t wait, 
contact us immediately, we 
will be more than happy to 
meet and talk about how 
we can help.

Mr C Jupp
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Photo taken during this week’s Geography trip to Carding Mill Valley in Shropshire.



In February we hosted out annual Photography competition that contributes to the Rotary Young 
Photographer of the Year competition. Judging took place and we are pleased to announce the 

winners of the ‘Colour in Nature’ theme within our school are:

 

 

Each student receives a framed photo of their work and certificates alongside an Amazon voucher. 
We look forward to hearing from the Coventry Rotary soon for the results of the Area competition.

This week Year 10 and Year 12 Geographers completed their second fieldtrip of the year to work 
towards their GCSE and Paper 3 and A level coursework. The students visited Carding Mill Valley 
in Shropshire where they climbed up the valley to find the source of the river, spotting waterfalls, 
interlocking spurs and wild ponies along the way. Students then collected their data to form part 
of the fieldwork write up which they will complete in the exam. The geographers measured the 
depth, width and velocity of the river to test the hypothesis that the river gets wider and deeper 

downstream. All students worked well in their groups and showed PRIDE across the day. A special 
shout out goes to Hussnane and Qasim who not only showed enthusiasm throughout the day, but 

really stretched themselves applying their geographical knowledge to their surroundings. 
Well done Year 10 and Year 12!  

Geography Fieldtrip

Rotary Competition

Year 7 & 8
1st Jeevan S – a stunning 

photograph that detailed the 
feathers of the peacock

2nd Sami S
3rd Anneliese R

 Year 9 and upwards
1st Pram Y – a technically pleasing 

photograph that showcases the 
waxing gibbous moon

2nd Isabel H
3rd Maisy M



Year 9 Slice of Science Warwick University Trip
14 girls from Year 9 attended a Slice of Science trip on Wednesday 16th March at the University of 

Warwick where they took part in various STEM workshops and lectures.

54th Chemistry Olympiad
Year 12 chemistry students Raheema, Fharidah, Alina, Imama, Valentin and Jamila 

competed in the prestigious Royal Society of Chemistry International Chemistry 
Olympiad. Imama excelled in the competition, managing to achieve the Bronze Award. 

Congratulations Imama.

British Science Week
This week we have been celebrating British Science Week with Year 7 and 8 in science. 

British Science Week is a 10-day celebration that celebrates the achievements of British 
scientists of the past and present and encourages the development of scientists of the 
future. The time also encourages students to think outside the core sciences of biology, 
chemistry and physics and to see how technology, engineering, art and math all play an 

important part in the future of science in Britain. Each year there is a theme that activities 
are based on with this year’s theme being ‘growth’. Students in Year 7 and 8 have been 

exploring the growth of animals by making models of animal cells and learning about the 
first pig heart transplant in humans. The growth of plants by growing their own mystery 
seeds and exploring the Dell for wildlife and plants. Finally, students have explored the 

growth of disease by taking part in a transmission experiment which models how diseases 
spread and what we can do to reduce or prevent the spread of diseases. Students have 

also had lots of opportunities to discuss careers in science and how the different STEAM 
subjects fit together to help science grow. As well as the fun activities in class students had 

the opportunity to enter the poster competition earlier in the year with the winners being 
announced in assembly this week. Well done to all our poster competition winners and 

thank you to all the students who helped celebrate British Science Week. A special thank you 
to our science student leader Hannah A in Year 10 for all her hard work making the week of 

celebrations so successful.



Athletics Trials
On Wednesday, the Year 7 students were 

introduced to sports hall athletics with an in 
house competition which was run extremely 

smoothly and professionally with the help and 
support from a large number of Post 16 and Year 
10 students.  This competition gave students the 
chance to put themselves to the test in 7 events 

both track and field. The students were told at the 
beginning that this was not only a competition, 

but also a trial in which the highest scoring 
students from each event would be selected to 
represent the school in next weeks sports hall 

athletics competition at the Xcel Centre. Students 
performed extremely well and they were all very competitive whilst at the same time being 

encouraging. This allowed us to see early on in the athletics season who will be our star athletes. 
Ebraheem was king of the field where he impressed with his outstanding power which placed him 
first in a number of the jumping events. The king and queen of the track were Kaysen and Isobelle 

who both demonstrated an outstanding level of natural speed. They will now look forward to the 
competition where they can perform against other schools across Coventry.  

KS4 Basketball
Thursday evening saw Barr’s Hill KS4 boys and girls’ Basketball 

teams face Cardinal Wiseman. The girls went first and they came 

out all guns blazing scoring 5 baskets in the first 3 minutes 

putting them 10 points ahead. A lead that would later prove to 

be significant. Wiseman fought back and began to gain some 

momentum however, Barr’s Hill managed to keep successfully 

landing shots which allowed us to maintain our 10 point lead. 

The Barr’s Hill girls won the game 26-16 a huge feat meaning 

they remain unbeaten so far this season and will progress to the 

next round. 

The KS4 boys game followed on. We knew it would be tough from the start as Wiseman were 

a tall, physical team and towered above us. The first half of the game was neck and neck with 

both teams going in level at half time. The boys worked extremely hard, and our tactics were 

working. Unfortunately, we lost Freddie H, our tallest player, early in the game but we were proud 

to see the rest of the team step up and remain focus. The score remained close right up until the 

fourth quarter when we allowed Wiseman to score 3 quick baskets. Despite everyone putting in 

maximum effort, we were unable to catch up with the game finishing 20-28 to them. Each one of 

the team should be extremely proud of their performance. They showed grit and determination but 

unfortunately, this time we came up short. The team are back in action again on Monday when they 

take on Ernesford Grange. We would like to thank everyone who turned up to watch both games and 

showed their support for our teams.



On Monday our KS4 boys’ 
basketball team were back in 
action after their unfortunate 

loss last week. The team 
were in good spirits and had 
put their loss behind them 
and were looking forward 
to their next challenge. We 
started the game strong 

and dominated the boards 
making sure we won every 

rebound. The game was 
played at a fast pace with 

every player putting in 
maximum effort. Throughout 

the game there were only 
a few points separating the 

2 sides but we managed 
to hold on to our lead. By 

the fourth quarter we were 
in control of the game and 
used our previous match 

experience to keep our lead 
and win the game 28-21. 

A huge congratulations to 
Favour I for winning MVP for 

his effort and contribution 
throughout the game. 

As part of our excellent Post 16 Select offer at Barr’s Hill School, every student is encouraged to 
apply for a prestigious academic enrichment opportunity. Students choose the programme they 
would like to apply for based on their career aspirations, ideal university choices and academic 

abilities. As ever, students are supported to complete their application by the Hub and the Careers 
and Pathways Officer and then... we wait...

The Sutton Trust US Programme is one of the top academic enrichment opportunities we point 
students’ towards as it uses the expertise of the Sutton Trust to help young people achieve their 

potential and places at top universities in both the UK and the US.

We are delighted to share with you that Pavan B, a student in Year 12, is one of 150 students who 
have been selected to take part in the Sutton Trust US Programme 2022!

Held over the course of several months, the first part of the programme allows Pavan to explore US 
study by learning from experts in the field, speaking with programme alumni, and preparing the key 
aspects of a US university application. If Pavan wishes to submit applications to US universities in 
the autumn, he can continue to part two of the programme where he will get full support from The 
Sutton Trust staff for applying to US universities and for the money necessary to cover the cost to 

attend a US university. Pavan will also benefit from one-to-one support with a Sutton Trust mentor.

A quote from The Sutton Trust, ‘We were overwhelmed by the number and quality of applicants this 
year and were thoroughly impressed with your student.’

Please join us in congratulating Pavan on this incredible achievement

Sutton Trust US Programme 2022!



As part of our commitment to high quality, impartial careers advice and guidance, each year we host 
a Careers and Pathways Fair.  This year’s fair took place on the afternoon of Thursday 10th March.

 We had 28 external providers in attendance including universities, further education colleges, 
apprenticeship providers and employers. All year groups explored the fair asking great questions to 

allow them to fully engage with providers.

 This year we also had aspirational talks delivered alongside the Careers and Pathways Fair.  
Former Barr’s Hill student Aaron Ashmore spoke to Year 8 & 10 focusing on navigating and standing 

out in the job market.  Jack Slater from Coventry University spoke to Year 7 & 9 on the importance 
of the  links between the good choices we make in school and higher education to increase their 

success in the future.

 One of our exhibitors remarked “It was great to meet with such enthusiastic, polite students! They 
were well prepared with some brilliant questions and engaged throughout. We’re looking forward to 

coming back next year”.

 Please speak to your child about their experience at the Careers & Pathways Fair encouraging them 
to share any questions they still have about their future choices. 

If you have any careers related questions or wish to make an appointment to discuss any concerns, 
please do not hesitate to contact Miss Matthews via email on careers@barrshill.coventry.sch.uk or 

via phone on 024 7623 4600.

Careers & Pathways Fair



Student Careers Event with British Airways
Are you ready to take your career to new heights? From Pilots to Cabin Crew, Project Management 
and Business to Engineers and Digital. British Airways, one of the U.K’s most iconic brands, has a 

career waiting for you!

 On Wednesday 30th March from 5:00pm - 6:00pm British Airways are hosting their first exclusive 
event to showcase the many career opportunities on offer at one of the world’s most distinguished 

airlines. British Airways is the UK’s largest international scheduled airline, flying to nearly 600 
destinations around the world to millions of passengers. 

 It’s an exciting time to be 
at British Airways. They’re 
growing their global route 
network, investing in their 

fleet, and transforming 
the experience they offer 

customers. Provided you’re 
curious, mindful and open 

to new experiences, you can 
make a real impact from 

day one. Whether you aspire 
to work in their global head 
office, face to face with their 

customers at Heathrow 
Airport, or behind the scenes 

in the engineering and 
operations teams, there’s an 

opportunity for you.

 Discover where a career 
with British Airways could 

take you. Click the link below 
to register yourself for our 

upcoming online event.

 Registration Link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/British-Airways

Casual Exam Invigilators Wanted
We are seeking to appoint additional invigilators to join our examination team at Barr’s Hill 

School. We are looking for reliable, enthusiastic and flexible individuals. This role is to oversee 
and supervise examinations as necessary throughout the school year. The successful candidates 
will also ensure that guidelines and regulations for the integrity and security of the examination 

papers and procedures are followed during examination sessions

Applicants will need to demonstrate a commitment to teamwork and have effective 
communication skills.

Working hours will be variable depending on the examination requirements, but will normally be 
between 8.00am and 4:00pm. 

£9.25 per hour



Barr’s Hill School
Radford Road
Coventry
CV1 4BU
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     @BH_Coventry

Superwomen in Stem: Women Scientists in Medicine by 
Nancy Dickmann

ZPD: 6.5

 Description: Discover the remarkable achievements of 
female medics in this fascinating book. Learn more 

about this STEM topic through inspirational women such 
as Florence Nightingale, Elizabeth Garrett Anderson and 
Rita Levi-Montalcini, and find out how they overcame 
the prejudice and other obstacles to achieve scientific 

greatness. 

Copies available to borrow in the library.

Book of the Week

Student Book Review
This weeks review has been written by 

Callum from 8A

Book: Percy Jackson and the Sea of Monsters by 
Rick Riordan 

ZPD: 4.6

Callum says: Percy Jackson is a modern take on 
Greek mythology told by a once normal school 
boy Percy who is half God, half mortal. He goes 

to a camp called Camp Half-Blood.

Rating: 8/10


