
Headteacher’s 
Message

Showcase 
day this week 
was, as ever, a 
very powerful 
experience.  

It was amazing to hear 
our students speaking 
so eloquently during 
their speeches and mock 
interviews.  I hope that 
parents found the dialogue 
useful and that students 
made sure that they 
worked hard on the work 
set for the day.

Either side of showcase 
day it was another action 
packed week.  Amongst 
other things we hosted 
Year 5 students from 
Joseph Cash and Radford 
Primary schools in The 

Bridge working on some 
amazing art and D&T 
projects linked to our 
Classics curriculum.  Our 
own students won a huge 
city wide 3 v 3 basketball 
tournament which we 
were proud to host in 
our newly refurbished 
sports hall.  Meanwhile 
our regular basketball 
fixtures continue with wins 
in multiple year groups 
against local schools.  On 
the service side students 
in the Year 8/9 Hub have 
raised an incredible 
amount of money to 
support Langar Aid while 
students in Year 10 visited 
Coventry University on 
their prestigious Future 
Grads scheme.  Phew!  In 
amongst all of this we 
received news that Mr 
Hughes our amazing food 

teacher won a high profile 
cooking competition...  
more on this next week.

With only two weeks to 
go before the half term 
break our thoughts turn 
to Year 11 trial exams.  
Students are working hard 
on revision in school and 
should be doing the same 
at home.  A huge thanks to 
the staff that gave up their 
time on Pride Showcase 
Day to put on additional 
sessions for Triple Science, 
Business and Health and 
Social Care.  The latter two 
subjects have real exams 
in a few weeks time so the 
extra sessions are doubly 
important for students.
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On Tuesday we took the Y12 
and Y13 Sport students, and 
the Y13 Business students 
to Nando’s to celebrate the 

effort that they have put into 
their studies since starting 
their courses. All students 

have recently sat an exam in 
January that will contribute 

towards their final grade, 
and the work ethic and 

determination of the students 
has been admirable. The 
students had a turbulent 
start to sixth form with 

the pandemic hitting them 
hard, but they have shown 

excellent resilience and pride 
throughout their studies and 
we wanted to reward them 

for this. We excitedly await to 
hear about their exam results 

in March. 

Donation to
 Langar Aid

Last term, Year 8&9 managed to raise an 
amazing £280 for Langar Aid. Two of our 
Year 9 students Tanveer & Martyna P are 

pictured passing on our donation. They both 
took part in our big fundraising drive before 

Christmas which included a Christmas Movie 
Night, Bake Sale & Christmas Jumper day. 

This is a great example of the difference our 
students can make to the wider community 
when they work together and support the 

local area!

Celebrating the Effort and Hard Work of Post 16



NBA Success
Our Y8 JR. NBA team were in action on Thursday. After their recent defeat in the league they were 
ready to come back stronger and better than ever. This was their first game in the JR. NBA league 

this year and their excitement grew when they put on their New York Knicks kit for the first time. We 
travelled away to Nicholas Chamberlain School and there was a real buzz on the team bus. After a 
thorough warm up we were ready for battle. The game was spectacular! All of the hard work that 
the boys have put in during their training sessions really showed and we were unstoppable when 
we were attacking. The quality of 

play from the team was 
breath-taking and the work ethic 

and team spirit from the boys 
was excellent. We won the game 
and the final score stood at 19-
56. Congratulations to Umarr S 

for winning MVP after making his 
debut, and to Filip M for winning 
the most improved player. We are 
looking forward to our next game.

Coventry schools were united on 
Thursday evening for the first round of 

the International Student Games. The 3v3 
tournament held at Barr’s Hill provided 

students with the opportunity to showcase 
their talent with the aim of being selected to 

represent the Coventry team in the 
international competition. Barr’s Hill 

performed extremely well and adjusted to 
the 3v3 environment extremely quickly which 

gave them the edge in their first game. All 
four of the squad members (Giorgio, Peter, 

Pharrell and Theo) were communicating 
brilliantly on court and brought an extremely 

high level of intensity that was unmatched 
by any other team until they went through to 
the final after winning all of the preliminary 
rounds. The final was fiercely competitive 

and the boys went in with a winning 
mentality. Pharrell was the star player for 

us hitting 2 three pointers giving us the edge finishing with a final score of 6-5. Unfortunately, many 
of our squad were unable to be selected due to missing the age criteria by a few months, however, 

Giorgio impressed the scouts and will progress to the next round where he will be granted the 
opportunity to represent his country

International Student Games



Primary Schools Visit Barrs Hill
This week we had the opportunity to welcome students from two of our local primary schools. Year 

5 students from Joseph Cash continued working on their Roman topic designing some fantastic 
shields in readiness for creating next week. 

The food technology room also became a hive of creativity for year 6 Radford Primary students who 
have been looking at food and nutrition. They created some delicious chicken fajitas for all to enjoy.

Safer Internet Day is celebrated globally in February each year to promote the safe and positive 

use of digital technology for children and young people, and to inspire a national conversation 

about using technology responsibly, respectfully, critically, and creatively. 

Safer Internet Day 2022 is on 8th February and will be celebrated with the theme ‘All fun and 

games? 

Exploring respect and relationships online’. At Barr’s Hill we talk with students about PRIDE 

online and offline, to help them engage with these issues, but we know that young people benefit 

greatly when they can be open and honest with their families about what really goes on online 

too. Please have a look together at the great resources for families at https://saferinternet.org.uk/

safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2022/educational-resources.

Students will be looking at Online & Media during tutor times with links across subjects as part of 

our Relationships, Sex & Health curriculum.

Safer Internet Day
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Last Thursday saw 24 of our students participate in a full day Resilience workshop at Coventry 

University. The sessions were delivered by Psychology academics working with students on the 

benefits of a growth mindset and what techniques they could employ to support their success. This 

was part of the Future Grads programme working to prepare students for higher education. As 

well as the many activities, students also had the chance to tour the different university buildings 

and explore the varying learning spaces and interactive Lanchester archive within the Library, the 

engineering workshop where they viewed a Harrier Jet, flight simulators and race car builds, the 

purpose built Health building with simulated hospital wards, ambulance and home, lecture theatres 

and the Students Union complete with hairdressers and doctors surgery. One student remarked 

“Before this trip I had decided not to go to university, I didn’t think it was for me and didn’t like the 

idea of sitting in huge lecture theatres with lecturers talking at you. The people we have worked with 

today have been so friendly and kind but also really knowledgeable. I definitely think university is 

the right choice for me now.”

This week year 11 continue on their Future Grads journey with two in school workshops.

Coventry University Future Grads


