
Headteacher’s 
Message

We reach the 
end of a busy 
half term, whilst 
a small number 
of students and 

staff have been affected 
by Covid cases and self-
isolation this half term 
we are fortunate that the 
impacts on the school still 
remain relatively minimal. 
A huge thanks to students, 
staff and parents for all 
their support to make this 
possible.

Well done to Year 11 and 
13 for completing their 
assessments. Teachers 
and leaders now move 
into a period of detailed 
moderation, quality 
assurance and checks before 
we submit Centre Assessed 
Grades to the exam boards 
for scrutiny. We are very 
excited to see Year 13 
students head off to a range 
of top destinations and are 
very much looking forward 
to welcoming almost all Year 
11 students back for their 
P16 Select induction week 
starting on 29th June. The 
students have worked hard 
and have shown incredible 

resilience to deal with all 
of the uncertainty that the 
pandemic has thrown at 
them. We are very proud 
of what they have achieved 
already and are excited to 
see what comes next for 
them. Their final awards 
assemblies were lovely 
events albeit tinged with 
sadness as for Year 13 
students they mark the end 
of their 7 year Journey with 
us. We are very proud of all 
of them.

A reminder for parents 
that Monday 7th June is 
one of our two remaining 
teacher training days. We 
will use this to ensure that 
we give teachers the proper 
time to ensure detailed 
conversations and checks 
on the grading process. 
Students therefore return to 
school on Tuesday 8th June 
at the normal time. (Our final 
teacher training day of the 
year will be on June 28th). 
Also, while we are doing 
dates, our final showcase 
day of the year is on 14th 
July. Students will work at 
home for the day but all will 
have a detailed appointment 
with their tutor or key adult. 
More details on how to book 
appointments will come out 
shortly.

Year 10 and 12 students 
should be working hard over 
half term (alongside a proper 
break!) on preparation for 
their trial exams. Year 10 
exams start on Tuesday 29th 
June, Year 12 on Monday 
5th July. This will be an 
excellent chance for them to 
see where they are in their 
learning and diagnose areas 
for improvement as they 
head into the final 12 months 
of their courses.

There is more information 
in this newsletter 
about our very exciting 
partnership with Highly 
Sprung, the UK’s leading 
physical performance 
theatre company. Next 
year they will be ‘Artist in 
Residence’ at Barr’s Hill 
working with students in 
all years to develop drama 
performances. We are 
also delighted that Elite 
Basketball has restarted 
alongside our other wide 
ranging sports enrichment 
offer. Once we have access 
to our new facilities next year 
we are hoping to expand this 
offer even more. An exciting 
time for Barr’s Hill students.

Mr C Jupp
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It’s official! Navigation walks out and about in Kenilworth for our year 9 and 10 Bronze cohort means that 
the Duke of Edinburgh expedition season has officially started! 



Year 7 Students of the Week
Ali 7W

Mayaz 7U
James 7O

Brandon 7L
Kadijah 7C

Y7 History lessons 
‘In Year 7 History, our students created their own ‘Religious power struggles throughout History’ board game! 
They applied their knowledge from this rotation about the religious struggles in England from the Crusades, 
to the Henrican Reformation to Queen Elizabeth I and the Middle Way, to create amazing board games. They 
then got to spend some time playing them in lesson – and they were incredibly competitive! Zahra was the 

class winner, winning 12 of her games! The students showed PRIDE throughout the process and they had fun 
too.’

UKMT Junior Mathematical Challenge
Earlier on in the term some of our Year 7 and Year 8 students took part in the UKMT Junior Mathematical 

Challenge. The challenge is designed to encourage mathematical reasoning, precision of thought, and fluency 
in using basic mathematical techniques to solve interesting problems. We are proud of every student that 
took part and gave their all in this challenge but special congratulations goes to the students below who 

achieved an award – well done!
Mrs Turner

Bronze
Kennedy 
Yousef 
Amber 

Zoe 
Jadon 

Douglas 

Silver
Amrit

Parham 
Pranay 
Krish V

 

Gold
Elliot 



Year 11 Art

Our Year 11 GCSE Art and Photography students have come to the end of their course, completing some 
excellent final pieces in order to close their projects.

We wish them luck in their next stages in education.

We have submitted some beautiful entries to the Royal Mail stamp competition with the theme of pandemic 
heroes. We look forward to hearing how our students progress in the competition! 

Stamp Competition



We are delighted to announce a brand new partnership with award-winning 
physical theatre company Highly Sprung Performance. The team will be joining 

as our ‘Artists in Residence’, delivering empowering weekly sessions for 
students in Years 7 to 11. 

 
Highly Sprung take theatre beyond words, creating outdoor and indoor 

performances primarily using movement, gesture and dance. With over 20 years’ 
experience working in educational settings, children and young people are at the 

heart of what they do. 
 

Through SPRUNG BRIDGE for Year 7 and SPRUNG ACADEMY for Years 8-11, 
students at Barr’s Hill will learn Highly Sprung methods and work to 

professional standards. Highly Sprung have said “We know that every young 
person, regardless of their starting point, has great potential and is able to 
use their body as a creative tool.” Combining drama, speech and movement 

for a uniquely physical approach to theatre-making, Sprung sessions will take 
participants on a creative journey, giving them the time and space to discover 

their own creativity and voice. 
 

We are so looking forward to starting this venture and for students to experience 
this new approach to the performing arts. 

Here’s how some of our students feel about the opportunity

“It was so devastating when COVID meant we had to stop attending the club. We 
now don’t see our friends and don’t get the amazing experience that came from 
it. The prospect of having a professionally run Theatre Academy at Barr’s Hill 

is so exciting as we will be able to feel the excitement of going up on stage and 
performing that we had before”.

Makenzi, Year 9

“In year 7 and 8, drama was a massive part of our school experience. We spent 
most of our lunch times in the drama studio, making friends and doing a mix of 
acting, dancing, and supporting behind the scenes. For all of us, drama was an 

amazing and inclusive club, which enhanced our creativity, encouraged us to have 
fun, boosted our confidence, and helped us to express our emotions.”

Nell, Year 9

Artists in Residence

   
              Highly Sprung Performance Company, Unit 4, Sandy Lane Business Park Coventry CV1 4DQ 
              Highly Sprung Performance Company is a registered charity number 1178239 
              M: 07810263355. E: team@highlysprungperformance.co.uk  www.highlysprungperformance.co.uk    

 

  
BBaarrrrss  HHiillll  
EEnnrriicchhmmeenntt  PPrrooggrraammmmee  
  
WWrraapp  AArroouunndd::  
  
SSpprruunngg  BBrriiddggee--  
An opportunity for Y7 to be introduced to the skills, techniques and competencies needed to create and 
produce performance work. Developing talent and extending skills in dance, drama and physical 
theatre. Providing fresh new insights into devised performance where participants learn skills to enable 
them to make their own work 
  
SSpprruunngg  AAccaaddeemmyy--  
Following the Sprung programme and approach using physical theatre practices to develop imagination, 
promote creativity and inspire enjoyment. As part of Sprung Academy young performers work to 
professional standards on projects and performances. 
Combining drama, speech and movement for a uniquely physical approach to theatre-making, Sprung 
takes participants on a creative journey, giving them the time and space to develop their own voice. 
 
We would propose running these programmes simultaneously to allow for opportunities for young 
people to share work and promote aspiration in the Bridge participants.  
 
Sprung Bridge 1.5hr long sessions  
Sprung Academy 2hr long sessions  
Every TThhuurrssddaayy  33ppmm--55ppmm. 10 sessions per term, to avoid first and last weeks of term.  
 
Cost per session: 
£150 (each session Bridge and Academy) to include one lead and one assistant artist for each session. 
 
PPeerrffoorrmmaanncceess::  
  
WWiinntteerr  PPeerrffoorrmmaannccee::  
An opportunity to celebrate the school’s connection to Peace and Reconciliation. A performance event 
by Sprung Academy at Coventry Cathedral.  
 
Additional one day rehearsal: £300 
Performance Day (including additional support): £350 
 
SSpprriinngg  PPeerrffoorrmmaannccee::  
Sprung Bridge produce their own performance devised around themes that link to specific curriculum 
topics, tbc, ideas include environment, health, human rights. 
Performed in school in the round. 



Barr’s Hill Student Gives Royal Performance
The choristers of Coventry Cathedral which Taigen Year 9 is part ofhad an experience of a lifetime earlier 

this week. They sing at least 4 rehearsals and services per week in the cathedral, receive an excellent 
music education and learn skills that stay with them for a lifetime. On Monday, they sang two pieces in a 
service with Their Royal Highnesses The Prince of Wales and the Duchess of Cornwall in attendance. The 

two pieces were Lift Thine Eyes by Mendelssohn and Light of the World by Dankworth. The choir sang 
beautifully and made the Cathedral and all of Coventry very proud. You can follow the choirs’ activities on 

Facebook or Instagram @CoventryCathedralMusic.

Phoptograph taken by www.garryjonesphotography.com

Duke of Edinburgh
It’s official! Navigation walks out and about in Kenilworth for our year 9 and 10 Bronze cohort means that the 
Duke of Edinburgh expedition season has officially started! Despite rain, hi tops and navigational errors, our 

30 students were able to practice their skills ahead of their qualifying expedition that takes place on Saturday 
12th and Sunday 13th June. 



My name is Mr Davies and I have been working on Friday mornings with 
students in their keyboard lessons. I was greatly influenced by my music 

teachers in Secondary school and 6th Form through their ability to 
facilitate, encourage and offer time to explore a passion for composition 

and performance, so to be able to impart what I have learned and support 
pupils in engaging with a creative outlet is a joy. Alongside teaching I am 

also a composer and have been fortunate to have worked alongside 
directors for short films and more recently adverts for some great clients. 
Earlier in the year I was contacted by a company that I had composed for 
in the past. They enquired how my orchestral composing was, to which I 

explained it had been a while, but would be happy to pitch something. From 
being determined and working into the night I was able to send a short 
piece. When you hear you’re up against a well-known London producer 

and you’re working from a garden studio, optimism isn’t at the forefront 
of your mind! A few days later a call came to say I’d got the job for a TV 

advert and the client was UNICEF. This was a great project to be part of and gave a reality to how quick you 
need to work for deadlines and discipline to adapt for amendments in score or visuals. It was a wonderful 
feeling seeing the advert make it into some primetime spots, although unfortunately not yet impressive for 
my children as it interrupted their shows. A more recent project has been my 3rd compositional work for 
Bentley Motors, working on a soundtrack for their Bentayga Speed model. This was great fun to compose, 

blending sound design from the sounds of the car and dark epic synthesizers to add drama to the portrayal 
of this car as a beast. For me, Music is a passion and an outlet as well as a job, which I am always fortunate 

for but also very aware of the need to remain engaged and work hard to remain in a position that these 
companies continue to want to work with me in such a competitive industry. I would also say that it’s almost 
always best to proactively seek out and take on new challenges that may be slightly out of your comfort zone 

as you learn quickly in new territory. Have a good week! 
Mr Davies

Barr’s Hill School
Radford Road
Coventry
CV1 4BU

W: www.barrshill.coventry.sch.uk
E: schooladmin@barrshill.coventry.sch.uk
T: 024 7623 4600
     @BH_Coventry

Casual Exam Invigilators Wanted
We are seeking to appoint additional invigilators to join our examination team at Barr’s Hill School. We are 

looking for reliable, enthusiastic and flexible individuals. This role is to oversee and supervise examinations 
as necessary throughout the school year. The successful candidates will also ensure that guidelines and 
regulations for the integrity and security of the examination papers and procedures are followed during 

examination sessions

Applicants will need to demonstrate a commitment to teamwork and have effective communication skills.

Working hours will be variable depending on the examination requirements, but will normally be 
between 8.00am and 4:00pm. 

£9.25 per hour

Closing date: midday on Friday 4th June 2021

Meet Mr Davies - one of our superb music tutors
Very nice to be asked to write about current projects in this weeks 
newsletter. My name is Mr Davies and I have been working on Friday 
mornings with students in their keyboard lessons. I was greatly 
influenced by my music teachers in Secondary school and 6th Form 
through their ability to facilitate, encourage and offer time to explore a 
passion for composition and performance, so to be able to impart 
what I have learned and support pupils in finding a creative outlet is a 
joy. Alongside teaching I am also a composer and have been 
fortunate to have worked alongside directors for short films and more 
recently adverts for some great clients. Earlier in the year I was 
contacted by a company that I had composed for in the past. They 
enquired how my orchestral composing was, to which I explained it 
had been a while, but would be happy to pitch something. So from 
working into the night I was able to send a short piece. When you 
hear you’re up against a known London producer and you’re working 
from a garden studio, optimism isn’t at the forefront of your mind! A 
few days later a call came to say I’d got the job for a TV advert and 
the client was Unicef. This was a great project to be part of and gave 
a reality to how quick you need to work for deadlines and discipline to 
adapt for amendments in score or visuals. It was a wonderful feeling 
seeing the advert make it into some primetime spots, although 
unfortunately not yet impressive for my children as it interrupted their 
shows. A more recent project has been my 3rd compositional work for 
Bentley Motors, working on a soundtrack for their Bentayga Speed 
model. This was great fun to compose, blending sound design from 
the sounds of the car and dark epic synthesizers to add drama to the 
portrayal of this car as a beast. For me, Music is a passion and an 
outlet as well as a job, which I am always fortunate for but also very 
aware of the need to work hard to remain in a position that these 
companies continue to want to work with me in such a competitive 
industry. I would also say that it’s almost always best to take on new 
challenges that may be slightly out of your comfort zone as you learn 
quickly in new territory. Have a good week! Mr Davies                   


