BARR’S HILL
OPTIONS BROCHURE 2021

PLEASE READ THROUGH EACH ‘SUBJECT SUMMARY’ WITHIN
THIS BROCHURE.
MAKING THE RIGHT CHOICE
Sensible:

You are good at the subject
You enjoy the subject
You wish to study a broad range of subjects
You wish to keep as many career options open as
possible

Unwise:

Your friend is choosing it
There is no guarantee you’ll be in the same class, or
even taught at the same time.
You like a particular teacher
Who teaches you will be decided by many factors so
you are most unlikely to stay with the same teacher.
You want a particular job or career later
You do not necessarily need to specialise at 14+,
but be aware that dropping some subjects now can
affect yours chances of pursuing some career paths
later on. Employers/colleges want you to have a
broad range of subjects.
I don’t want to choose a subject because it’s only
for girls/boys
NO! All subjects are suitable for all pupils.
Some subjects are ‘easy’
At GCSE they are not! ALL REQUIRE HARD WORK.

HOW DO I FIND OUT ABOUT THE SUBJECTS THAT ARE AVAILABLE?
•
•
•

Watch the subject videos which are live on the Barr’s Hill website under the ‘Year 9 Options’ tab. Staff
have made detailed videos breaking down their subjects to help you with your choices.
Attend the Virtual Options Evening on Tuesday 2nd February.
Attend your PRIDE Showcase Day appointment with your tutor or member of the hub on Wednesday
3rd February to discuss your options choices further.

• Submit your Year 9 options Microsoft teams form which will be located on your tutor
teams’ group, by Friday 5th February.
Students must take COMPULSORY core subjects including, Maths, English, Science and PE.
For more information, you can email your subject teachers for advice and guidance.

OPTION CHOICES
Curriculum Choices 2021
During their PRIDE Showcase Day appointment on Wednesday 3rd February, students will inform their
tutor of their choices. We understand some students may need a little more time so the deadline to submit
choices is Friday 5th February. Within each option block they must pick their first choice and second
choice. We will try our best to accommodate first choices, however, this is not always possible.

OPTION 1
GCSE History
GCSE Geography

OPTION 2
BTEC Business
GCSE Food
GCSE Spanish
GCSE Art/Photography
GCSE Triple Science
GCSE RE

OPTION 3
BTEC Health and Social
BTEC Sport
BTEC Music
GCSE Sociology
GCSE Computer Science
GCSE Spanish

For example: This student’s first choice in Option 1 is History and their second choice is Geography. In
Option 2 their first choice is GCSE RE and their second choice is BTEC Business. In Option 3 their first
choice is GCSE Spanish and their second choice is BTEC Sport.

OPTION 1
1. GCSE History
2. GCSE Geography

OPTION 2
2. BTEC Business
GCSE Food
GCSE Spanish
GCSE Art/Photograph
GCSE Triple Science
1. GCSE RE

OPTION 3
BTEC Health and Social
2. BTEC Sport
BTEC Music
GCSE Sociology
GCSE Computer Science
1. GCSE Spanish

BUILDING
BRIGHTER
FUTURES
HOW COURSES ARE ALLOCATED
We will do our best to meet your choices, HOWEVER, please bear the following in mind:
There are a limit to the number of teachers available, and thus the number of classes, in all subjects.
Some subjects are governed by the numbers of machines and other equipment available.
There are limits to the number of rooms for subjects.
Some subjects can and will take larger numbers of pupils than others.
Subjects which attract little interest may not be available

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
Barr’s Hill website for Year 9 Options will go live on Monday 25th January.
If you have any questions about your options choices please do email your subjects teachers for advice.
Attend the virtual options evening on Tuesday 2nd February.
Attend PRIDE showcase day on Wednesday 3rd February to choose your option choices with the help
of your tutor, you will have the option to submit your choices through Microsoft teams form during your
meeting.
If you do need more time you will have till Friday 5th February to complete your option choices on a
Microsoft teams form.
If the options form is not submitted by the Friday 5th February, you will be less likely to receive your
first-choice option as forms handed in on time will be prioritised.

GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA SPECIFICATION NO: 8700

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
The English Language GCSE will require pupils to sit two Language exams. Paper 1 is Explorations in
Creative Reading and Writing. Paper 2 is Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives.
Both GCSE exam papers assess pupils for their reading and writing ability. In the reading section pupils’
ability to infer, analyse, evaluate, compare and identify explicit and implicit meanings from a text. Within
the writing section, pupils are assessed on their ability to write coherently, grammatically correct
with the intended purpose, with suitable vocabulary and features and write in varied sentences, using
accurate punctuation for effect.

HOW WILL YOU LEARN
Learners will be prepared for the exam in a variety of different ways including:
•
Using exam style questions to sharpen exam skills through the use of past papers.
•
Developing creative writing skills to write in a way which engages and entertains the reader.
•
Enhancing the ability to craft transactional writing for a range of different forms, purposes and
audiences.
•
Developing the ability to ask relevant questions to extend analytical, evaluative and comparative
skills.

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
Paper 1: 50% of the qualification containing both a reading and writing section. The paper is 1 hour and
45 minutes.
Paper 2: 50% of the qualification containing both a reading and writing section. The paper is 1 hour and
45 minutes.
Across the papers you will complete: comprehension questions, in-depth analytical and evaluative
questions, comparison of texts and writing tasks.

PATHWAYS AFTER YEAR 11
Training Pathways

Career Routes

A-Level English Language and Literature
Combined

Publishing, law, Secondary and Primary
teaching, media management, writer,
journalist, web content manager, copywriter,
media researcher, marketing executive.

GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE
EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel SPECIFICATION NO: 1ET0

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
The English GCSE Literature the pupils will sit two Literature exams. The two exam papers are equally
weighted for the overall GCSE grade.
Both GCSE exam papers assess pupils for their reading skills for whether they understand the Literature
texts. Pupils are expected to write a critical response that uses evidence to support their interpretation;
be able to closely analyse an extract and demonstrate they understand the relationship between the
context and the text.

HOW WILL YOU LEARN
Learners will be prepared for the exam in a variety of different ways including:
•
Preparing for exam style questions through the use of past papers.
•
Developing the ability to formulate arguments within their essays.
•
Developing oracy through debating ideas.
•
Learning through group and paired activities to develop interpretations of text.
•
The study of literary theory to improve critical thinking.
•
Developing the ability to ask relevant questions to extend analytical and evaluative skills.

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
Paper 1: 50% of the qualification students will answer questions on Romeo and Juliet and An Inspector
Calls. The paper is 1 hour and 45 minutes.
Paper 2: 50% of the qualification students will have a section on A Christmas Carol and a Poetry section.
The paper is 2 hours 15 minutes.
Both papers will test students’ ability to write analytically and formally, integrate historical, social and
cultural context and form a clear line of argument to explore writer’s intention.

PATHWAYS AFTER YEAR 11
Training Pathways

Career Routes

A-Level Literature
A-Level Language and Literature

Publishing, law, teaching Secondary and
Primary, media management, writer, journalist,
editor.

GCSE MATHEMATICS
EXAMINATION BOARD: EdExcel SPECIFICATION NO: lMAl
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
GCSE Mathematics is an essential discipline in today’s world. It is a powerful tool for understanding the
world around us and our perspective of the important issues facing us as individuals, others around us,
businesses, and Global Communities.
You will develop knowledge in the following 5 areas:
•
Number
•
Algebra
•
Ratio & Proportion and rates of change
•
Geometry
•
Statistics and probability

HOW WILL YOU LEARN
Learners can produce evidence in a variety of different forms including:
•
•
•
•

Developing their ability to ask relevant questions to deepen and extend their knowledge of 		
mathematical concepts and ideas.
Apply mathematical concepts and theories to solve problems.
Develop as independent learners and as reflective thinkers through discussion and written work.
Independently prepare for lessons to develop knowledge of a range of mathematical concepts.

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
GCSE Mathematics has a Foundation tier (grades 1 – 5) and a Higher tier (grades 3 – 9). Students must
take three question papers at the same tier. Each paper is 33.3% of the assessment.
Paper 1: 80 marks (Non Calculator) - 1 hour 30 minutes
Paper 2: 80 marks (Calculator) - 1 hour 30 minutes
Paper 3: 80 marks (Calculator) - 1 hour 30 minutes
All three papers will consist of a mix of question styles, from short, single-mark questions to multi-step
problems. The mathematical demand increases as a student progresses through the paper.

PATHWAYS AFTER YEAR 11
Training Pathways

Career Routes

A-Level Mathematics

Engineering, Statistician, Teaching, Nursing,
Medicine, Insurance, Accountancy, Risk
Assessment and Consultancy.

GCSE TRIPLE SCIENCE
EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel SPECIFICATION NO: 1SCO

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
GCSE study in the sciences provides the foundation for understanding the material world. Scientific
understanding is changing our lives and is vital to the world’s future prosperity. All students will learn
essential aspects of the knowledge, methods, processes and uses of science.
Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Topic 1 Key concepts in biology

Topic 1 Key concepts in
Chemistry

Topic 1 Key concepts in Physics

Topic 2 Cells and control

Topic 2 States of matter and
mixtures

Topic 2 Motion and forces

Topic 3 Genetics

Topic 3 Chemical changes

Topic 3 Conservation of energy

Topic 4 Natural selection and
genetic modification

Topic 4 Extracting metals and
equilibria

Topic 4 and 5 – Waves, Light and
the electromagnetic spectrum

Topic 5 Health, disease and the
development of medicines

Topic 5 – Groups in the periodic
table

Topic 6 – Radioactivity

Topic 6 – Plant structures and
their functions

Topic 6 – Rates of reaction and
energy changes

Topic 7 and 8 Energy and forces

Topic 7 – Animal coordination,
control and homeostasis

Topic 7 – Fuels and Earth
science

Topic 9-12 electricity,
magnetism and electromagnetic
induction

Topic 8 – Exchange and
transport in animals

Topic 13-14 Particle model and
forces and matter

Topic 9 - Ecosystems and
material cycles.

HOW WILL YOU LEARN
The GCSE’s in Separate Sciences require students to develop the skills, knowledge and understanding of
working scientifically.
•
•
•
•

Scientific thinking
Experimental skills and strategies
Analysis and evaluation
Scientific vocabulary, quantities, units, symbols and nomenclature

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
Students are learn all three sciences but they are awarded two GCSEs at the end of the course which
gives them a double grade
•
•
•

Each paper is worth a total of 60 marks and is 1 hour 10 mins in duration.
There is no coursework but questions about core practical’s make up 15% of every paper.
20% of the overall assessment will focus on the application of Maths skills

The papers include multiple-choice, short answer questions, calculations and extended open-response
questions.

PATHWAYS AFTER YEAR 11
Training Pathways

Career Routes

A level Biology/Chemistry/Physics or a level 3
vocational equivalent Science course e.g. BTEC
science courses

Scientific research/Teaching/Dentistry,
Medicine/Engineering/Vetinary service/
Surveying/Pharmacy/Nurse/Forensics

GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE
EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR SPECIFICATION NO: J277
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
GCSE Computer Science is the study of the most exciting technology of our time. Already around the
country there are computers doing things we never previously thought possible, like diagnosing illnesses
better than a doctor can, or live translating between languages as you speak. By the time you enter the
world of work they’ll be doing something even better.
On the course you’ll learn how computers work, and how to make them work for you. You’ll learn how
to program in Python, one of the world’s most popular languages used by NASA, SpaceX, Snapchat and
Google. There are two units we cover:
Unit 1 – Computer Systems

Unit 2 – Algorithms and programming

•

•

•
•
•

What are the parts inside a computer and
what do they do?
How do computers communicate, and how
does the internet work?
How can we keep computers secure, and
what happens if they get hacked?
What are the ethical problems created by
computers, and how should we deal with
them?

•
•
•

How do computers process instructions,
and how can we write those instructions
for ourselves?
How do computers deal with large 		
amounts of data?
What are some of the famous algorithms,
and how do they work?
How can we program computers using
Python?

HOW WILL YOU LEARN
Most of Computer Science is about understanding new concepts. Your lessons will therefore include the
following learning activities:
•
•
•

Teacher led explanations of key Computer Science ideas.
Regular revision tasks and homework activities from revision guides (which we’ll supply).
Python programming tasks on computers, following instruction videos created by the school.

Computer Science is a good fit for you if you enjoy understanding the world and solving problems. Much
of our learning is focused on those two activities.

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
Computer Science is assessed entirely through two exam papers:
Paper 1: Computer Systems

Paper 2: Algorithms and programming

1.1
1.2
1.3

2.1
2.2
2.3
2.4
2.5

1.4
1.5
1.6

Systems architecture
Memory and storage
Computer networks, connections and
protocols
Network security
Systems software
Ethical, legal, cultural and environmental
impacts of digital technology

Algorithms
Programming fundamentals
Producing robust programs
Boolean logic
Programming languages and Integrated
Development Environments

PATHWAYS AFTER YEAR 11
Training Pathways

Career Routes

A Level Computer Science,
BTEC ICT

Software development, Game Design, Machine
Learning, IT services, App development,
Network management or support, Web
development or design, research and PhD
study.
Also – all of the new computer jobs that
haven’t been invented yet!

GCSE SEPARATE SCIENCE
EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel SPECIFICATION NO: 1BI0; 1CH0; 1PH0
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
GCSE study in the sciences provides the foundation for understanding the material world. Scientific
understanding is changing our lives and is vital to the world’s future prosperity. All students will learn
essential aspects of the knowledge, methods, processes and uses of science.
Triple science is similar to the combined route however you learn more content to ensure a deeper
understanding of scientific content.
Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Topic 1 Key concepts in biology

Topic 1 Key concepts in
Chemistry

Topic 1 Key concepts in Physics

Topic 2 Cells and control

Topic 2 States of matter and
mixtures

Topic 2 Motion and forces

Topic 3 Genetics

Topic 3 Chemical changes

Topic 3 Conservation of energy

Topic 4 Natural selection and
genetic modification

Topic 4 Extracting metals and
equilibria

Topic 4 and 5 – Waves, Light and
the electromagnetic spectrum

Topic 5 Health, disease and the
development of medicines

Topic 5 Separate chemistry 1
(Transition metals, alloys and
corrosion)

Topic 6 – Radioactivity

Topic 6 – Plant structures and
their functions

Topic 6 – Groups in tghe
periodic table

Topic 7 -Astronomy

Topic 7 – Animal coordination,
control and homeostasis

Topic 7 – Rates of reaction and
energy changes

Topic 8 and 9 Energy and forces

Topic 8 – Exchange and
transport in animals

Topic 8 – Fuels and Earth
science

Topic 9 - Ecosystems and
material cycles.

Topic 9 - Seperate chemistry
2 (Hydrocarbons, alcohols and
nanoparticles)

Topic 10 -13 electricity,
magnetism and electromagnetic
induction
Topic 14-15 Particle model and
forces and matter

HOW WILL YOU LEARN
The GCSE’s in Separate Sciences require students to develop the skills, knowledge and understanding
of working scientifically.
•
•
•
•

Scientific thinking
Experimental skills and strategies
Analysis and evaluation
Scientific vocabulary, quantities, units, symbols and nomenclature

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
Students are awarded three GCSE’s, Biology, Chemistry and Physics.
•
•
•
•

Each paper is worth a total of 100 marks and is 1 hour 45mins in duration.
There is no coursework but questions about core practical’s make up 15% of every paper.
20% of the overall assessment will focus on the application of Maths skills
The papers include multiple-choice, short answer questions, calculations and extended open-		
response questions.

PATHWAYS AFTER YEAR 11
Training Pathways

Career Routes

A level Biology/Chemistry/Physics or a level 3
vocational equivalent Science course e.g. BTEC
Science routes

Scientific research/Teaching/Dentistry,
Medicine/Engineering/Vetinary service/
Surveying/Pharmacy/Nurse/Forensics

GCSE FINE ART
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA SPECIFICATION NO: 8202

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
The Fine Art course is designed to provide the opportunity to explore and enjoy working with a broad
range of techniques from painting to sculpture, drawing to printmaking, in a vibrant and inspirational
environment. Students will be given time to develop their skills with a variety of materials as the
portfolio work develops throughout the two years.
The course covers the four principal areas of observation of subject matter; critical evaluation of art and
artists; practical making; production of final pieces. These emphasise the qualities of experimentation,
exploration, research and individual expression required at GCSE level.
A wide range of art techniques and processes through the use of a variety of media and materials will be
covered, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mark-making
Monoprint
Construction
Digital working methods
Use of media- Charcoal, pastels, pen and ink, crayons, watercolour, gouache, acrylic and oil paint.
Use of materials- clay, wood, plastic, metal or found/recycled materials

HOW WILL YOU LEARN
The course is intended to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Encourage imagination and independence
Develop skills that you have learnt at key stage 3 as well as being taught new skills
Reflect upon own work and work of photographers/artists, art movements and cultures
Create portfolios and the making of final pieces
Develop knowledge and understanding through a number of set projects and opportunities to 		
work in a variety of materials and ways.
Experiment with opportunities in: drawing, painting, sculpture, installation, lens-/light-based 		
media, photography and the moving image, printmaking, mixed media or land art.

An emphasis is placed upon students’ personal experience and response when producing work. To aid a
student’s progress, individual feedback is given by staff.

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
Component 1: Portfolio 60% of qualification, 1 project and supporting art work
Component 2: ESA (externally set assignment) 40% of qualification, 1 project
For the ESA you will have the choice of 7 topics, of which you choose 1 to create a personalised project for.
The ESA is finalised with a 10 hour practical exam in May 2023 (across a minimum of 2 days) where you will
create a personal response/final piece.

PATHWAYS AFTER YEAR 11
Training Pathways

Career Routes

AS and A-Level Art and Design as well as
vocational pathways.

Graphic design, television or film, fashion,
photography, advertising, ceramics, game
design, fine artist, community arts work,
architecture, animation, teaching, theatre
design and illustration, medical, police,
forensic artist, hairdresser, music video
production, tattoo artist, engineering.

GCSE PHOTOGRAPHY
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA SPECIFICATION NO: 8206

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
Photography is about developing the ability to see things in a new and interesting way and translating
visual ideas into successful outcomes, through the combination of skill and imagination.
This course provides a practical introduction to photography and will benefit students who wish to
learn about a range of photographic practices including working in colour and black and white. You will
learn how to control the Digital and Traditional SLR camera’s to gain creative images under a range of
lighting situations. You will learn how to use a camera to create a range of images, including portraits,
landscapes, close-ups, abstract and action photographs.
A wide range of photographic techniques will be covered, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Camera Controls-apertures and shutter speeds
Composition
Monochrome processing and presenting
Contextual and artistic implications of the practice of photography
Digital Imaging through the use of Photoshop
Traditional development of film and print
Studio lighting
Visit different locations
Experiment with a range of different creative techniques such as solarisation, contacts and 		
toning.

HOW WILL YOU LEARN
The course is intended to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Encourage imagination and independence
Develop skills that you have learnt at key stage 3 as well as being taught new skills
Reflect upon own work and work of photographers/artists, art movements and cultures
Create portfolios and the making of final pieces
Develop knowledge and understanding through a number of set projects and opportunities to 		
work in a variety of materials and ways.
Experiment with opportunities in: portraiture, location photography, studio photography, 		
experimental photography, installation, documentary photography, photo-journalism, moving 		
image: film, video, animation or fashion photography.

An emphasis is placed upon students’ personal experience and response when producing work. To aid a
student’s progress, individual feedback is given by staff.

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
Component 1: Portfolio 60% of qualification, 1 project and supporting work
Component 2: ESA (externally set assignment) 40% of qualification, 1 project
For the ESA you will have the choice of 7 topics, of which you choose 1 to create a personalised project for.
The ESA is finalised with a 10 hour practical exam in May 2023 (across a minimum of 2 days) where you will
create a personal response/final piece.
The portfolio and externally set assignment covers the four assessment objectives each worth 24 marks with
a total of 96 marks.

PATHWAYS AFTER YEAR 11
Training Pathways

Career Routes

AS and A-Level Photography as well as
vocational pathways.

Photojournalism, commercial/advertising,
fashion, forensic, architecture, travel,
teaching, television or film, medical. Police.

GCSE FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
The new GCSE focuses on practical cooking skills to ensure that students develop greater understanding
of nutrition, food provenance and the working characteristics of food materials. At the heart of the
qualification is a focus on developing practical cookery skills and a robust understanding of nutrition.
The qualification brings together the most important elements of other food related courses under the
umbrella of a brand new GCSE.
The skills you develop through the study of food preparation and nutrition will support your study of a
wide range of other subjects and can be studied in combination with any other GCSE course. In terms
of subject knowledge, the nutrition and health may particularly complement the study of biology and
physcial education. Food preparation and nutrition also helps you to learn how to work independently
and manage your time – skills valued by both higher education institutions and employers alike.
“This course embraces and emphasises understanding of and enjoyment
of different cuisines. There will be significant focus on developing high
level cooking skills. Students will develop knowledge and understanding
of the functional properties and chemical processes as well as the
nutritional content of food and drink.”

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
The new Food Preparation and Nutrition GCSE will help you to develop a greater understanding of
nutrition, food provenance and the working
characteristics of food materials. You’ll also learn about food from around the world, through the study
of British and international culinary
traditions as well as developing an understanding of where food comes from (food provenance) and the
challenges surrounding food security.
You’ll master culinary skills and appreciate the science behind food and cooking. This is an exciting and
creative course which will allow you
to demonstrate your practical skills and make connections between theory and practice.
What skills will I learn?
This is a GCSE course with a strong practical focus. You will master a variety of technical skills and
become proficient in the kitchen. In addition,
You will develop an in-depth knowledge of food science, food safety, food choice, nutrition and health.
You’ll also develop transferable skills such as:
•
•
•
•
•

Analysis
Evaluation
Communication skills
Working independently
Time management

HOW WILL YOU LEARN
There will be one exam for this qualification, which will assess your knowledge of the theory behind
food preparation and nutrition. The exam will be 1 hour 45 minutes long.
The second part of the assessment will be nonexamination assessment and will consist of two tasks,
involving practical work.
Task 1: Students will carry out an investigation into the scientific principles that underpin the
preparation and cooking of food. This task will provide you with an opportunity to demonstrate your
knowledge and practically apply your understanding of the science behind cooking. You’ll practically
investigate ingredients and explain how they work and why.
Task 2: Students will plan, prepare, cook and present a 3 course menu.
This task will provide you with an opportunity to cook up a storm and showcase your creativity and
cooking skills. You might make a street food menu, create delicious tapas dishes or cook up a menu
for a student on a budget.

PATHWAYS AFTER YEAR 11
GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition will equip you to go on to further study. After taking
this course, you could embark on AS or A-level study, begin an apprenticeship or perhaps begin
employment in the catering or food industries. You’ll also have the knowledge and skills to
feed yourself (and others) affordably and nutritiously for life. Some of the fatastic career
pathways are listed below, there are many more!

Career Routes

Further Study

Apprenticeships
There is a range of apprenticeships linked to food
technology, such as:
Food and drink including bakery, dairy,
confectionary, butchery, e.g. artisan baker, food
technologist, Hospitality catering, e.g. chef, sous
chef, pastry chef, hospitality management, e.g.
deputy general manager, front office manager, Food
manufacturing and processing, e.g. production
manager, new product development technologist,
Travel & tourism, e.g. cabin crew

Chefs, Baker. Barista, Baristas, Farm manager,
farm hand, Food scientist, Food technologist,
Naturopath, Nutritional therapist, Product/
process development scientist,
Quality manager, Regulatory affairs officer,
Scientific laboratory technician, School
technician, Environmental Health Inspector.

Post 16
Deploma level 3 Food technology; Level 3 food
science; Bakery Level 2 and Level 3; Chef Cookery
Courses Level 2 and Level 3 (Professional Cookery);
Food and Beverage Service Level 2 and Level 3;
Hospitality with Events Level 3.

GCSE GEOGRAPHY
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA SPECIFICATION NO: 8035

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
Geography is a relevant, hands on subject that helps you to make sense of the world around you. At
GCSE level a vast variety of topics are studied across both human and physical geography that help to
tackle some of the most pressing challenges facing the world today.
Geography GCSE will deepen your understanding of geographical processes, the impact of complex
people-environment interactions, the dynamic links between places and environments, and develop your
ability to use a wide range of geographical investigative methods and approaches. Geography enables
you to become globally and environmentally informed and thoughtful, enquiring citizens.

HOW WILL YOU LEARN
Learners will learn in a variety of different ways including:
•
•
•
•

Enquiry and problem solving
Research skills that will help set you up moving to higher education and beyond
Fieldwork skills- including two UK based fieldtrips
World citizenship and global vision skills- understand your place in the world!

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
Paper 1: Living with the physical environment- 35% of the GCSE, 1hr 30 minutes
Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment- 35% of the GCSE, 1hr 30 minutes
Paper 3: Geographical Applications- 30% of the GCSE, 1hr 15 minutes
Both papers will consist of a range of multiple-choice, short and longer 9 mark questions.

PATHWAYS AFTER YEAR 11
Training Pathways

Career Routes

A-Level Geography
A-Level Travel & Tourism

Environmental consultant, town planner,
tourism officer, conservation officer,
cartographer, recycling offer, journalism,
teaching and marketing.

GCSE HISTORY
EXAMINATION BOARD: EdExcel SPECIFICATION NO: 1HI0
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
GCSE History is a fascinating subject exploring human behaviour throughout time. The Edexcel course is
designed to study both British and World History, in breadth and in depth.
Unit 1 – Medicine in Britain and the British sector of the Western Front
•
We will study ideas about the cause of disease and illness throughout time
•
Approaches to prevention and treatment through the ages will be considered.
•
Detailed case studies of people and key turning points in the history of medicine with a specific
focus on WW1 trenches.
Unit 2a – Anglo-Saxon and the Norman Conquest
•
An investigation of the reasons for and consequences of the Norman Conquest.
•
A consideration of how life in England was altered and changed by the Norman invasion of 1066
Unit 2b - Superpower relations and the Cold War
•
The origins of the Cold War at the end of World War II
•
The development, intensification and eventual conclusion to the Cold War in 1991.
Unit 3 – Weimar and Nazi Germany
•
Germany at the end of World War I and the creation of the Weimar Republic
•
Challenges from the depression and the rise of Hitler
•
The rule of Hitler and the creation of Nazi Germany
•
How different groups of people were treated in Nazi Germany

HOW WILL YOU LEARN
You will be taught by History specialist teachers. During lessons and homework, you will:
•
•
•
•
•

Develop and extend knowledge of a range of historical periods, key events of both British and 		
world history.
Engage in historical enquiry to develop as independent learners and critical, reflective thinkers.
Develop the ability to ask relevant questions about the past, through discussion based activities.
To investigate issues critically and to make valid historical claims by using a range of sources in
their historical context.
Preparatory reading and / or research to enable you to construct knowledgeable and informed
arguments regarding historical interpretations.
Good literacy is essential for the effective study of History.

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
There will be three papers, which will be answered through a variety of essay style questions.
Paper 1: 30% of the qualification- 1 hour 15 minutes: Medicine Through Time
Paper 2: 40% of the qualification- 1 hour 45 minutes: Norman England + Cold War
Paper 3: 30% of the qualification – 1 hour and 20 minutes: Weimar and Nazi Germany

PATHWAYS AFTER YEAR 11
Further Study

Career Routes

A-Level History, other A levels such as
Philosophy, Psychology, Economics,
Languages, Media and Degree courses in
History, Archaeology, Economics, Classics,
English, Politics.

Police, Law, Heritage Manager, Museum
or Education Curator, Academic librarian,
Archivist, Teaching, Forensic Science,
Journalism, Criminology, Civil Service.
A good history qualification will open up an
enormous and varied number of routes into
many careers.

GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES
EXAMINATION BOARD: Eduqas
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
GCSE Religious Studies helps us to understand each other in the multi-cultural society we live in. It is
a well-respected academic qualification that teaches in demand transferrable skills, including critical
thinking, crafting logical arguments, text analysis, and academic writing.
In GCSE RS, students spend 50% of the course looking closely at real moral, social and philosophical
issues that affect all of our lives today. You spend 25% of the course looking at Christianity, focussing on
issues such as whether Britain is a Christian country today, and 25% OF THE COURSE looking at Islam,
looking beyond media bias to understand what the second largest religion in Britain really teaches.
GCSE RS is more than a course about religion; It’s about who we are as individuals, communities, and as
a country. It’s about making sense of beliefs, and arguing for what we think is true and right.
Choosing GCSE RS is THE first step on the path to a bright future filled with varied opportunities.

HOW WILL YOU LEARN
•
•
•
•
•

Students will develop expert oracy skills. students will spend a good portion of time discussing
issues central to the course with their peers.
Research skills that will help set you up moving to higher education and beyond
Students have the opportunity to research parts of the course that they find interesting to provide
a depth of detail in their written answers.
Students will develop expert textual analysis skills, allowing them to dissect quotes and 		
understand what the text is really saying.
Students will develop expert writing skills, allowing them to craft strong written arguments.

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
Component 1: Philosophical & Ethical Issues in the Modern World- 50% of the GCSE, 2hrs
Component 2: Study of Christianity - 25% of the GCSE, 1hr
Component 3: Study of a World Religion: Islam - 25% of the GCSE, 1hr
Students will be assessed on four core skills; knowledge, describing, explaining, and justifying their
opinion.

PATHWAYS AFTER YEAR 11
Training Pathways

Career Routes

A-level Religious Studies
A-level Philosophy & Ethics

GCSE RE sets students on the path to
analysing like a business leader, thinking
critically like a doctor, writing like an academic,
arguing like a lawyer, and understanding
what beliefs and ideas drive others like a
psychologist.

GCSE SOCIOLOGY
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA SPECIFICATION NO: 8192
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
GCSE Sociology is an exciting and interesting subject relevant to students’ lives. It will help students
make sense of the society we live in and understand the cultural and identity issues which affect us all.
Studying GCSE Sociology will give students valuable knowledge and understanding of today’s society
through studying:
Year 1: The sociology of families and education
•
Families
•
The education system
•
Research methods (tools that enable us to conduct our own sociological research)
Year 2: The sociology of crime and deviance and social stratification
•
Crime and deviance
•
Social stratification
•
Research methods and theory

HOW WILL YOU LEARN
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Discussions/ debates on current affairs and topics
Independent learning to assist homework tasks
Group work to encourage teamwork and communication skills
Research using ICT and other media networks
Independently/ in a group conduct your own research
Construction of essays
Use of past papers/ model answers to prepare for the exam
Teacher modelling/ class/ group essay writing

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
Paper 1: The sociology of families and Education
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes, 100 marks, 50% of GCSE
Paper 2: The sociology of crime and deviance and social stratification
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes, 100 mark, 50% of GCSE

PATHWAYS AFTER YEAR 11
Training Pathways

Career Routes

A-Level Sociology

Criminology, Forensic, Journalism, Law,
Nursing, Police Service, Politics, Researcher,
Social Work, Teaching, Human Resources,
Counsellor, Charity worker, Youth Worker and
Marketing.

GCSE SPANISH
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA SPECIFICATION NO: 8698
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
The Spanish GCSE enables students to develop:
•
•
•
•
•

An understanding of Spanish in a variety of contexts
A knowledge of Spanish vocabulary and structures
Transferable language learning skills
The ability to communicate effectively in Spanish
Awareness and understanding of countries and communities where Spanish is spoken

HOW WILL YOU LEARN
Topics
Identity and culture
Local, national, international and global areas of interest
Current and Future study and employment
We will cover these topics through the four main skills and look in depth at how language is formed in
Spanish. We will do group work, paired work and independent work throughout the 2years.

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
Students follow a 2-year course with assessments at the end of year 11.
We prepare students to take the AQA exam which consists of the following:
Listening
25%
Foundation: 35 minutes
Higher: 45 minutes
Reading
25%
Foundation: 45 minutes, including reading tasks and a translation into English
Higher: 1 hour, including reading tasks and a translation into English
Speaking
25%
Foundation: 7-9 minutes, including a photo task, a role play and general conversation
Higher: 10-12 minutes, including a photo task, a role play and general conversation
Writing
25%
Foundation: 1 hour, including a picture task, 40-word task, translation into Spanish and a 90-word task.
Higher: 1 hour 15 minutes, including a 90-word task, translation into Spanish and a 150-word task

PATHWAYS AFTER YEAR 11
Training Pathways

Career Routes

A Level Spanish
Spanish language degree – with options to
combine with business, law, politics, TEFL,
English, another foreign language…

Translator, Interpreter, International business
Law, Teaching, Banking Sector, Journalism
Tourism and hospitality, Technology, Export/
Import
Desirable for progression to any top university

BTEC BUSINESS ENTERPRISE
EXAMINATION BOARD: Pearson

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
BTEC Business Enterprise is a hands-on vocational subject exploring the important aspects of the
Business world. You will cover the following aspects:
•
The characteristics of different types of businesses and the factors that can impact their success
•
The skills needed to be a successful entrepreneur
•
How to plan for and pitch an idea for a small business
•
The different promotional methods that a business can use
•
How to plan for an monitor the finance of a business

HOW WILL YOU LEARN
You will develop the following skills:
•
Research – you will carry out regular research into different businesses, entrepreneurs and 		
events in the business world
•
Report writing – this is an important skill that you will need in school and beyond! You will be 		
supported into developing professional reports that explore business concepts supported by high
quality research
•
Critical thinking – you will consider issues and find solutions to problems that businesses can
face
•
Creativity – in developing your enterprise pitch you will use creative skills to make your ideas 		
‘stand out from the crowd’
•
Analytical and evaluative skills – you will dig deeper into the business concepts, considering 		
questions such as ‘Why do some businesses thrive during a recession when others fail?’

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
You will be assessed through a mixture of internal and external assessment:
Component 1 Exploring Enterprises – assessed through a written assessment at the end of the
component. This component will be completed in Year 10
Component 2 Planning for and Pitching an Enterprise Activity – assessed through a presentation and
written evaluation. This component will be completed in Year 10
Component 3 Promotion and Finance for Enterprise – assessed through a 2 hour written exam. This
component will be completed in Year 11

PATHWAYS AFTER YEAR 11
Training Pathways

Career Routes

Level 3 Business

Management, entrepreneur, marketing, retail,
international business, accountant, teacher,
research and development, business law,
economist, recruitment.

BTEC FIRST AWARD IN SPORT
EXAMINATION BOARD: Pearson
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
BTEC Sport is a course suited to those students who are interested in developing their knowledge
of sport, or are considering studying sport at a higher level. This course is equivalent to a GCSE and
students will cover a total of four topics. Students will complete a combination of both practical and
theory elements, and will gain a deeper understanding of topics such as Fitness for Sport and Exercise,
Practical Sports Performance, Training for Personal Fitness, and Leading Sports Activities. The course
has a mixture of both internal and external assessments over the two years.
Students will be encouraged to compete in sports through our extensive extra-curricular programme
and will build on the community links that we have in place. Students are often given the opportunity to
watch elite athletes to support their learning.

HOW WILL YOU LEARN
This course is made up of both practical and theory elements. Learners will produce work in the
following formats:
•
•
•
•
•

Written reports
Presentations
Practical sessions
Video evidence
Sports analysis methods

During the course students will develop their research skills, and their ability to analyse and evaluate
key features of sports. Students will be expected to be able to work in small groups on occasions as well
as independently.

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
Year 1
Unit 1- Fitness for Sport and Exercise (external assessment exam- 25%)
Unit 2- Practical Performance in Sport (coursework 25%)
Year 2
Unit 3- Applying the Principles of Personal Training (Internal synoptic 25%)
Unit 6-Leading Sports Activities (coursework 25%)

PATHWAYS AFTER YEAR 11
Training Pathways

Career Routes

BTEC Level 3 Sport
A-Level PE
BTEC Sports Science

Coaching, Physiotherapy, Teaching, Medicine,
Sporting Media opportunities, Business in
Sport, and many more.

BTEC HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
BTEC Health and Social Care is a vocational course for pupils who have an interest in developing their
knowledge and understanding of care practitioners and care settings, across a variety of health and
social care sectors. The content of the course will allow for students to do the following:
•
•
•
•
•

development of knowledge and skills relevant to health and care settings
provide learners with a wider understanding and appreciation of the range of care practitioners
and their impact on the care of individual clients.
encourage learners to develop their communication skills and adapt them to the range of needs
of clients
understand the values that need to be transmitted in order to create a positive care environment
for a range of clients
develop an understanding of how people grow and develop throughout their lives and investigate
the factors that affect this growth and development.

HOW WILL YOU LEARN
•
•
•
•
•
•

Individual research skills: investigating care settings and the role of care professionals
Group practical work to encourage teamwork, problem solving and communication skills
Observation skills in a range of care settings
Visiting speakers: care practitioners from a range of health and educational professions.
Role plays, use of case studies and presentational work.
Vocational visits to local care settings: health and education.

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
There are three components that students must study:
Component One: Human Lifespan Development– Internally assessed
Component Two: Health and Social Care Services and Values – Internally assessed
Component Three: Health and Wellbeing – Externally assessed (Exam)
Coursework for the subject is worth 60% of the final grade and the externally assessed exam is worth
40% of the final grade.

PATHWAYS AFTER YEAR 11
Training Pathways

Career Routes

Level 3 Btec Health and Social Care :
This can be a full time course of 15 hours
or
10 hours of Health and Social care with
another A level.

Provide a route into further education and
employment, across a diverse range of health
and care settings.
This may range from within hospitals, schools,
police, nurseries and areas of social care.

BTEC TECH AWARD IN MUSIC
EXAMINATION BOARD: Pearson SPECIFICATION NO: Level 1 and Level 2 Tech Award
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
With the new BTEC Tech Award in Music, students learn about the various music products and music
genres, develop valuable skills and techniques in music creation, performance and production, and
explore potential careers in the industry.
The BTEC Tech Award in Music is a practical introduction to life and work in the industry, students can
explore the sector while:
• developing skills, including teamwork, leadership and communication
• developing and presenting music to a brief
• analysing, evaluating and enhancing their understanding of music.

HOW WILL YOU LEARN
During Component 1, students will:
•
Explore different styles and genres of music.
•
Take part in practical workshops to understand the music creation process.
•
Perform as part of a group a range of genres of music including Reggae, EDM, African Drumming
and Film Music.
•
Reflect on their progress, and on areas for improvement.
During component 2, students will:
•
Develop an awareness of skills required to work in the Music Industry.
•
Choose a job role within the Music Industry and explore the skills needed to fulfil it.
•
Develop a range of personal and professions skills through practical workshops.
•
Apply skills and techniques in a music performance, creation or production.
During component 3, students will:
•
Choose an area of the industry that excites them (composer, performer, or producer).
•
Explore a musical brief and come up with possible responses and ideas to complete the given
task through composing, performing or producing.
•
Present their final response (solo or in a group).
•
Review and reflect their approach to the brief and their final outcome

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
The course has two internally assessed components, and one that’s externally assessed:
Component 1 – 30%
Internally assessed assignments.
Component 2 – 30%
Internally assessed assignments.
Component 3 – 40%
Externally assessed task.

PATHWAYS AFTER YEAR 11
Training Pathways

Career Routes

Learners who generally achieve at Level
2 across their Key Stage 4 learning might
consider progression to:
•
A Levels as preparation for entry into
higher education in a range of subjects
•
study of a vocational qualification at
Level 3, such as a BTEC National in 		
Music or a BTEC National in Music 		
Technology, which prepares learners
to enter employment or 			
apprenticeships, or to move on to 		
higher education by studying a musicrelated degree.

Music Director, Concert Manager, Music
Producer, Music Publisher, Lyricist, Composer,
Professional Musician, Music Teacher, Music
Arranger, Radio Broadcasting, Film Music
Industry, Band Management, Music Director,
Cruise Ship Performer, Music Therapist, Music
Journalist

Learners who generally achieve at Level
1 across their Key Stage 4 learning might
consider progression to:
•
study at Level 2 post-16 in a range of
technical routes designed to lead 		
to work, to progression to employment,
to apprenticeships or to further study at
Level 3.
Learners who perform well in the BTEC Level
1/Level 2 Tech Award in Music Practice should
consider this progression route as it can lead
to employment in the music industry.
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