
 
 

Barr's Hill School Special Educational Needs (SEN) Information Report 
 

Welcome to the Barr's Hill SEN Department. We are very proud of our department and the 
support we give to pupils. We are a fully inclusive mainstream school and we strive to 
ensure that all students achieve their potential personally, socially, emotionally and 
academically in all areas of the curriculum (regardless of their gender, ethnicity, social 
background, religion, sexual identity, physical ability or educational needs). 
The information provided here aims to answer many of the frequent questions we get and 
give you information regarding the ways in which we ensure we support all of our students. 
It may not list every skill, resource and technique we employ in order to achieve this as 
these are continually developed and used to modify our provision to meet the changing 
requirements for individual students. Should you wish to arrange a visit to meet the 
SENCO and discuss our provision for SEN in further detail then please do not hesitate to 
get in touch. 
 
Frequently Asked Questions: 
 
General 
 
Q) What kinds of SEN does the school make provision for? 
We have pupils at our school with a variety of additional needs, such as speaking and 
language, learning generally (especially reading and/or writing), Autism Spectrum 
Disorder, social or emotional development, and sensory difficulties with sight or hearing. 
We have a specialist Speech and Language Unit on site but this provision is only available 
for students with such provision named in their statement. 
 
Q) Do students with SEN come to Barr's Hill? 
We are a mainstream school and all of our students are expected to reach the targeted 
education standards based on their prior attainment and age. A small number of our 
students do have special educational needs, which means they require additional support 
to be able to reach these targets. 
 
Q) How does the school know if a student has SEN? 
Some students will transfer to Barr’s Hill School with an Education Health and Care Plan 
or will be on the SEN register. Some pupils will be identified as having SEN whilst at Barr’s 
Hill School. Students are identified as having SEN when they have a 'significantly greater 
difficulty in learning than the majority of others the same age or has a disability which 
prevents or hinders him or her from making use of facilities of a kind generally provided for 
others of the same age in mainstream schools' (Code of Practice, June 2014). We use a 
range of information to decide if a pupil will be placed on our SEN register such as 
information from previous schools, close monitoring by teachers, regular assessment data 
and the testing of reading and spelling ages. 
 
Q) How will I know if my child is receiving SEN support? 
If a student is identified as having SEN, the school will inform parents and carers where 
appropriate, in writing. Information regarding the SEN support for pupils is also available 
from Year Managers. Where sustained and appropriate progress is achieved, it may be 
decided that a pupil no longer requires additional SEN support and as such will be 
removed from the SEN register. When this happens, parents/carers will be informed. 



Q) How do teachers help students with SEN? 
The teacher will have the highest possible expectations for all students in his or her class. 
There is a whole school ethos of inclusive lesson planning for all, whilst significant and on-
going staff training has focused on this through TEEP (Teacher Effectiveness 
Programme). All teaching is based on building on what the student already knows, can do 
and can understand. The teacher/s will put in place different ways of teaching so that the 
student is fully involved in learning in class. This may involve things like using more 
practical learning or providing different resources, including ICT. The teacher will also put 
in place specific strategies (which may be suggested by the SENCo or specialists from 
outside agencies) to enable your son or daughter to access the learning tasks. All students 
in school receive this Quality First Teaching (QFT). 
 
Q) Is there any extra support to help students with SEN in their learning? 
Any support provided will always be considered in the light of the type of need, the 
purpose of the support and expected outcomes. Students with SEN might be supported in 
any of the following ways: 
 Individual or small group withdrawal.  
 A specialist class or group.  
 In class support  
 Technological support.  
 Special arrangements for examinations.  
 Intervention from external agencies  
 
Q) How will I know if my child is getting extra support? 
Parents/carers will receive notification that their child is receiving additional support. We 
aim to have regular contact with all our parents through Year Managers, Form Tutors and 
the SEN Department. 
 
Q) Are there before and after school activities for students with SEN? 
Yes! We offer a huge range of activities across the school, including breakfast club, 1-2-1 
homework zone after school, sports clubs, school council, charity fundraising and Duke of 
Edinburgh Award. For a full list, please see the school website. 
We also offer a lunch time nurture group for SEN pupils who require a quiet and calm 
supported environment during lunch times. 
 
Q) How does school support social and emotional development? 
Our school has pastoral system and a range of strategies to support your child. They will 
have a form tutor whom can help deal with day to day issues. For more serious issues, the 
Year Manager or Associate Teacher for that Year group will be able to support. 
For those pupils who need more support, we have access to a counselling service and 
various intervention groups. We also liaise closely with outside agencies, such as Vibes 
and Reach. For students with specific social, mental or emotional health difficulties we 
work with CAMHS and also employ an Educational Psychologist who works in the school 
for one day per week. 
For those pupils with a diagnosis of Autism we run transition groups in Year 7 and Year 
11. Where appropriate these pupils may also have support from Communication and 
Interaction (inc, Autism) Support Service. 
 
My Child's Progress 
Q) How will I know that my child is making progress? 
The progress of all pupils, including those with SEN, is monitored, assessed and reviewed 
regularly through academic data. A student may also have targets other than academic 



performance and these will also be regularly monitored. Targets are reviewed at intervals 
suitable to the individual pupil. 
 
Q) How will I be involved in reviewing my child's progress? 
Pupils with SEN have their progress reviewed at least three times a year. This will be done 
by the SENCO or a member of the pastoral team. 
A student who holds a Statement of SEN or an Education Health and Care Plan will have 
an Annual Review meeting involving the SENCO, parent, pupil and any relevant external 
agencies. The Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Information Advice and Support 
Service (SENDIASS). Copies of the paperwork for these meetings will be shared with 
parents. 
 
Q) How will you help my child move to the next year group, or make any other 
transition? 
We work closely with Primary colleagues to ensure that we know about a child’s needs 
before they start Barr’s Hill. The 7 for 7 transition events take place throughout the year to 
help pupils and parents feel ready for the start of the year. 
When moving between year groups in school, form tutors and Year Managers liaise with 
each other to ensure information is shared. Where we feel pupils need additional support, 
this is put in.  
We have an in-house careers team to work with pupils and prepare them for education, 
employment or training after leaving Barr’s Hill School. For those pupils with an Education 
Health and Care Plan, Prospects provide additional careers guidance. 
 
Q) Who do I contact if I am not happy with my child's progress? 
Your first step should be to make contact directly to your son or daughter's subject teacher 
or form tutor to discuss the matter. If you feel that the matter has not been resolves, then 
please contact the SENCO or your child's Year Manager. Further details of the school 
complaints policy can be found on the school website. 
 
SEN Information at school 
 
Q) Where can I find information about the school's SEN policy, or other policies? 
Our policies on SEN and access will give you the information you need about how we 
make provision for all students with SEN. 
Click here to see our SEN policy. 
Click here to see our access policy. 
 
Q) How has school made the building and site safe and welcoming for students with 
SEN? 
Whilst the physical buildings do require some modernisation, our staff work hard to ensure 
all pupils feel safe and welcome in school. Before school and during break and lunch 
times, there are supervised areas for pupils, with a particular focus on developing 
confidence and social skills.  
The school is built on a hill and therefore there are number of steps. Where possible we 
have ramps for wheelchair access. There are no lifts and so are not accessible to 
wheelchair users. There is a disabled toilet in the Student Support block. To improve 
access for visually impaired students, potential trip hazards have been identified and 
painted yellow. For further details regarding health and safety, please click here. If you are 
concerned about accessibility to the school site, please contact the SENCO to arrange a 
visit. 
 



Q) Who do I contact if I want to find out more about SEN support? 
The SENCO (Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator) is Mrs S Marshall. 
If you would like to discuss our SEN provision or find out more, please contact our SENCO 
at marshall.s3@barrshill.coventry.sch.uk or by telephoning the school on 02476 234600. 
You can also discuss any questions you may have with your child's Year Manager. 
 
Q) How are staff at school helped to work with students with SEN and what training 
do they have? 
Continuing professional development in regards to SEN is accessible to teaching staff 
which allows them to build on their previous experience and training. Inclusive teaching is 
a key part of the TEEP model, in which all staff are trained to Level 1. A number of staff 
are trained to Level 2 and some to level 3. Recommended strategies for supporting pupils 
are shared by the SENCO, enabling teachers to plan and deliver lessons to meet a range 
of needs. Class teachers also play a key role in the monitoring of SEN pupils and 
contribute to the Annual Reviews for those pupils with an Education and Health Care 
(EHC) Plan. There is regular SEN training throughout the school year, including training for 
new staff. This training focuses on the needs of Barr's Hill pupils. 
 
Partnerships between parents/carers, students and school 
 
Q) How will I be involved in planning and supporting my child? 
Please try to attend all parents' evening and Progress Review Days, as these are a key 
time to be able to discuss your child's progress. The pastoral team and SENCO make 
regular contact with parents to decide what additional support your child will need. 
Parents are asked to attend and contribute to Annual Reviews and this is a key part in 
planning future provision. 
In Year 7 there is a Transition Day every July and also a Meet the Tutor Evening in the 
Autumn term. 
 
Q) How can I support my child at home? 
There are number of ways in which you can support your pupil at home, making their time 
at school even more successful. Encouraging attendance and punctuality to school every 
day is vital, so that your child does not miss any school and can make progress. Please 
also support your child in wearing the correct uniform. We also ask that you encourage 
and support your child with their homework. Please also read regularly with your child. We 
believe this is crucial to develop literacy skills, improve your child's confidence and also it 
is good fun! 
 
Q) How will my child be involved in their own learning and in decisions about their 
education? 
There are a number of opportunities throughout the year for all pupils to contribute to 
decisions about their education and we value their opinion. It is very important to us all that 
they attend parents' evenings and Progress Review Day. Pupils are also involved in 
meetings to review their progress and targets. During department reviews, pupil voice is 
gathered and a key part in informing planning for the future. 
The School Council gives a further opportunity for pupils to have their say on the school. 
 
Further SEN services in school 
 
Q) Where can I find out about other services for my child? 
Apart from through school, there are a range of additional support and services in 
Coventry. Please visit the Coventry City website to find more details on the ‘Local Offer’. 
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Q) Who can I contact to find out about other support for students with SEN and their 
families? 
Coventry Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Information Advice and Support 
Service (SENDIASS) provides information and support to parents whose children have 
special educational needs. Their website can be found here. Or they can be contacted 
though – 
Limbrick Wood Centre 
Thomas Naul Croft 
Tile Hill 
Coventry 
CV4 9QX 
Email: IASS@coventry.gov.uk  
Tel: 02476 694307 
Fax: 02476 695627 
Further details of support can also be found on the Coventry Local Authority website. 
 
Q) What happens if my child needs specialist SEN equipment or other facilities? 
Where a student requires additional technology or equipment, and it is a reasonable 
adjustment to do so, we will secure them. The school also currently receives support from 
Coventry Access Technology Service. We work closely with external agencies such as 
Sensory Support to advise on the specialist equipment needed for your child. Where these 
are needed, they are provided by the school. Training for staff is given where necessary. 
 
Coventry Council SEND Local Offer 
 
Q) What and where can I find details about the Local Authority's Special Educational 
Needs and Disabilities (SEND) "Local Offer"? 
You can find more information about this via the link 
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/sendlocaloffer. 
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