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Academic Advanced
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Entry Requirements

Entry Requirements

Maths and Science subjects
6 Maths and 66 in Science

5 Grade 4+ inc
English and Maths

5 x Grade 5+ inc.
English and Maths

Blended Pathway
A-Level / BTEC
Entry Requirements
5 x Grade 5+ inc English and Maths
Maths and Science subjects
6 in Maths and 66 in Science

Individual entry requirements will be discussed during the interview process.

Biology
Course description
This course has been developed for students who wish to continue with a study of Biology after GCSE. All
students will follow the Edexcel Biology course completing both AS and the Advanced GCE. The course will
prepare students for progression into higher education, to follow courses in Biology, Medicine, Genetics, one of
the other sciences or related subjects, or to enter employment where a knowledge of Biology would be useful.
The course is divided into biological topics, each containing different key concepts of Biology. Once the key
features of a biological topic have been developed, applications are considered. The aims of the course are to:



develop student interest in and enthusiasm for Biology, including developing an interest in further
study and careers in Biology.



appreciate how society makes decisions about scientific issues and how the sciences contribute to
the success of the economy and society.



develop and demonstrate a deeper appreciation of the skills, knowledge and understanding of How
Science Works.

Course content
Topic 1: Biological Molecules
Topic 2: Cells, Viruses and Reproduction of Living Things
Topic 3: Classification and Biodiversity
Topic 4: Exchange and Transport
Topic 5: Energy for Biological Processes
Topic 6: Microbiology and Pathogens
Topic 7: Modern Genetics
Topic 8: Origins of Genetic Variation
Topic 9: Control Systems
Topic 10: Ecosystems

Assessment
3 extended written examinations; 2 1 ½ hours and one of 2 ½ hours to cover the content and assess
practical skills. All examinations would be taken at the end of the two year course.

BTEC Business Extended Diploma
Course description
This course is the equivalent to three A-Levels, and requires students to complete and pass all thirteen units of
study within two years. This course also allows for students to gain some real-life Business experience, in the
form of a weekly placement, normally in the first year of study.
In addition, students will be granted opportunities to participate in enterprise schemes, and also to gain
supplementary professional qualifications to their course. Although the course is centred on the subject business,
students can opt for this qualification without any prior subject knowledge, and thus gain some experience of the
business world.

Course content
There will be seven mandatory units to be covered, with a further five optional units to be studied. The
mandatory units are listed below:
Exploring Business, Developing a Marketing Campaign, Personal and Business Finance, Managing an Event,
International Business, Principles of Management and Business Decision Making.

Assessment
You will be assessed in a range of formats.





3 external written exams set and assessed externally by Pearson EDEXCEL.
1 controlled assessment set and assessed externally by Pearson EDEXCEL.
9 units will be coursework based and will be internally assessed by your teacher.
Unit assessments will be regularly moderated by the lead internal verifier who will monitor your
progress. You will be awarded a learning outcome of a Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction *.

Future Opportunities
This course is excellent preparation for those students intending to pursue business studies at degree level, or for
anyone considering any kind of business apprenticeship/career.

Chemistry
Course description
This course has been developed for students who wish to continue with a study of Chemistry after GCSE. All
students will follow the Edexcel Chemistry course completing both AS and the Advanced GCE. Such a course
will prepare students to progress into higher education, to follow courses in Chemistry, Medicine, Engineering,
one of the other sciences or related subjects, or to enter employment where knowledge of Chemistry would be
useful.
This course is divided into chemical topics, each containing different key concepts of Chemistry. The aims of this
course are to encourage candidates to:






develop their interest in and enthusiasm for Chemistry, including developing an interest in further
study and careers in Chemistry
appreciate how society makes decisions about scientific issues and how the sciences contribute to
the success of the economy and society
develop and demonstrate a deeper appreciation of the skills, knowledge and understanding of How
Science Works
develop essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of Chemistry and how they relate
to each other

Course content
Topic 1: Atomic Structure and the Periodic Table
Topic 3: Redox I
Topic 5: Formulae, Equations and Amounts of Substance
Topic 7: Modern Analytical Techniques I
Topic 9: Kinetics I
Topic 11: Equilibrium II
Topic 13: Energetics II
Topic 15: Transition Metals
Topic 17: Organic Chemistry II
Topic 19: Modern Analytical Techniques II

Topic 2: Bonding and Structure
Topic 4: Inorganic Chemistry
Topic 6: Organic Chemistry I
Topic 8: Energetics I
Topic 10: Equilibrium I
Topic 12: Acid-base Equilibria
Topic 14: Redox II
Topic 16: Kinetics II
Topic 18: Organic Chemistry III

Assessment
3 extended written examinations - 2 1 ½ hours and one of 2 ½ hours to cover the content and assess
practical skills. All examinations would be taken at the end of the two year course.

English Language & Literature
Course description
The A-level English Language and Literature course draws on the academic field of Stylistics, which brings
together literary and non-literary discourses. The course offers unique opportunities to consider issues of
'literariness' and 'literalness' that tend to remain unquestioned. This course offers opportunities for you to develop
your subject expertise by engaging creatively, critically and independently with a wide range of texts. Using
literary and linguistic concepts and methods, you analyse literary and non-literary texts in a range of modes and
genres, in the process gaining insights into the nature of different discourses and ideas about creativity. Students
have the opportunity to develop skills as producers and interpreters of language by creating texts themselves and
critically reflecting on processes of production.

Course content
The course focuses on a number of literary texts and on particular language topics. See Assessment.

Assessment
Paper 1 – 3 hours and 40% of the overall qualification:
Remembered Places – the representation of place
Imagined Worlds – point of view and genre in prose
Poetic Voices – the forms and functions of poetic voice
Methods of language analysis are integrated into the activities
Paper 2 – 2 hours 30 mins and 40% of the qualification:
Writing about Society – the role of the individual in society, and re-creative writing based on set texts
Critical commentary – evaluating own writing
Dramatic Encounters – conflict in drama
Non-exam assessment – 20% of the qualification:
Making Connections – investigation on a chosen theme and texts • Methods of language analysis are
integrated into the activity

English Literature
Course description
A Level English Literature is a captivating and challenging course taught by a vibrant and experienced team of
teachers. Our students achieve outstanding results and this enables them to progress to Higher Education as the
course is highly regarded by universities nationally. Building on the skills acquired at GCSE, A Level Literature
explores significant texts from crucial eras in literary history, including seminal works covering a range of poetry,
prose and drama. There are numerous enrichment opportunities available.

Course content
This linear course will cover a range of poetry, prose and drama. There will be three external examinations, part
of which will assess the skills of unseen textual analysis. One module will assess poetry both pre- and post-1900,
as well as being able to respond to unseen poetry. The second will assess Shakespeare as well as drama from
pre- and post-1900. The final examined unit will assess prose. The combined total of these modules will
contribute 80% of the overall marks. There will also be a prose-study coursework element, contributing the
remaining 20% of the overall marks. Possible texts include Christina Rossetti Poetry, Frankenstein, The
Handmaid’s Tale, A Streetcar Named Desire and other prose texts.

Assessment


Component 1 – Drama – 2 hour 15 minute examination – 30%



Component 2 – Poetry – 2 hour 15 minute examination – 30%



Component 3 – Prose – 1 hour examination – 20%



Component 4 – Prose study – 3000 word coursework essay – 20%

Future Opportunities
English Literature is a facilitating subject, meaning that it is highly valued by top universities. Popular careers
include Law, marketing and teaching.

Geography
Course description
At A level, all candidates will study human and physical geography. In each area of study candidates will
consider the values and attitudes of decision makers, consider their own values and attitudes to current affairs,
and support their learning of ideas through the study of specific case studies. Candidates will also develop a
variety of transferable skills, such as critical thinking and the ability to work both independently and
collaboratively. The course will broaden and deepen their existing knowledge, and also add new topics of study
that incorporate the contemporary issues currently being debated around the world.

Course content
Component 1 – Physical Geography


Water and the carbon cycle



Either Hot desert environments or Coastal systems and landscape



Hazards or Ecosystems under stress or Cold Environments

Component 2 – Human Geography


Global systems and global governance



Changing places



Contemporary urban environments or Population and the environment or Resource security

Component 3 – Geographical Investigation


Students complete an individual investigation which must include data collected in the field. The
individual investigation must be based on a question or issue defined and developed by the student
relating to any part of the specification content.

Assessment


Component 1 is assessed through a 2 hour 30 minute exam and contributes 40% to A Level.



Component 2 is assessed through a 2 hour 30 minute exam and contributes 40% to A Level.



Component 3 is assessed through an individual investigation and contributes 20% to A Level.

Future Opportunities
Surveying, Education, Hydrology, Local Government, Town Planning, Urban regeneration, Environmental
Planning and Consultancy, Logistics management, Geographical information systems officer.

BTEC Health & Social Care
Course description
The BTEC Level 3 in Health and Social Care qualification is designed to provide highly specialist, work-related
experiences in a range of health and social care settings. The course enables learners to gain an in-depth
knowledge and understanding of current issues in health and social care, as well as develop transferable skills
that will prepare them for employment within this field. The qualification provides much of the underpinning
knowledge for the National Occupational Standards in Health and Social Care/Health and consequently acts as a
robust introduction to both sectors. It prepares learners for employment in the health, social care and education
sector and offers a sound academic foundation for further study in higher education. Gaining professional work
placement experiences is the focal point for this course and enables learning to be as active, practical and workrelated as possible. The course is designed to allow learners to explore a range of sectors in this field and
support those who wish to pursue a career in the caring profession.

Course content
This course is the equivalent to three A-Levels, and requires students to complete and pass all thirteen units of
study within two years. You will explore a maximum of 13 units of which 8 are mandatory units and 5 are
specialist units. The mandatory units explore the following areas;









Human Lifespan Development
Working in Health and Social Care
Anatomy and Physiology
Enquiry into Current Research in Health and Social Care
Meeting Individual Care and Support Needs
Work Experience in Health and Social Care
Principles of Safe Practice in Health and Social Care
Promoting Public Health

Assessment
You will be assessed in a range of formats.





3 external written exams set and assessed externally by Pearson EDEXCEL.
1 controlled assessment set and assessed externally by Pearson EDEXCEL.
9 units will be coursework based and will be internally assessed by your teacher.
Unit assessments will be regularly moderated by the lead internal verifier who will monitor your
progress. You will be awarded a learning outcome of a Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction *.

Future Opportunities
Social work, health care, learning mentor and support work, teaching and childcare, Health Care Assistant,
Nursing, Dementia Care; Working with individuals with specific needs; working in Complementary Therapies;
Community care. Working on the frontline of clinical professions and providing support services to a range of
client groups.

History
Course description
History is a very popular and challenging subject. Excellent results are achieved and expert guidance is
given. The subject will not only help to enhance knowledge and understanding but will help you form opinions
and justify them according to factual evidence. You will be encouraged to expand your reading, contribute in
class, keep structured notes and develop a fluent written style. Unit 4 is based on coursework assignment with
students having a choice of specialist research topics. All students will follow options which tackle intriguing
developments in modern history. Coherence is ensured through the theme of “Democracies in change: Britain
and the USA in the 20th Century”.

Course content
Unit 1 – Britain Transformed 1918-97
Unit 2 – The USA c.1920-55 Boom, Bust and Recovery
Unit 3 – Protest, agitation and parliamentary reform in Britain c1780-1928
Unit 4 – Coursework; You have a free choice of topic, as all the content requirements are met in the examined
papers. It could be something linked to Paper 1, Paper 2 or Paper 3 or even an individual choice targeting your
favourite historical period.

Assessment
Paper 1; Exam 2 hours 15 mins (30%) Paper 2; Exam 1 hour 30 mins (20%)
Paper 3; Exam 2 hours 15 mins (30%) Coursework ; (20%)

Future Opportunities
There are numerous options for progression to degree level and beyond. Popular choices include Law,
journalism; accountancy; civil service; business, research; archaeology; criminology, education, banking,
psychology and social work.

BTEC Information Technology
Course description
IT is a fast moving and constantly evolving subject. This presents a challenging environment for students to thrive
in. Within IT, students will be given the opportunity to develop subject knowledge in a range of areas. This
course is designed to ensure students leave with a range of skills, knowledge and understanding. As there is
more focus on Computing within this subject area, units have been carefully selected to ensure a broad range of
knowledge is delivered.

Course content
Students will have the opportunity to cover a range of topics give them a good foundation of knowledge in IT.





Information Technology Systems
Students study the role of computer systems and the implications of their use in personal and
professional situations.
Creating Systems to Manage Information
Students learn about the design, creation, testing and evaluation of a relational database system to
manage information.
Using Social Media in Business
Students explore how businesses use social media to promote their products and services. Learners
also implement social media activities in a business to meet requirements.
Website Development
Students investigate website development principles. They will design and develop a website using
scripting languages.

Assessment
4 units in total: Mandatory content (83%). External assessment (58%).
Information Technology Systems (Mandatory Unit, externally assessed)
Creating Systems to Manage Information (Mandatory Unit, externally assessed)
Using Social Media in Business (Mandatory Unit, Internally assessed)
Website Development (Optional Unit, Internally assessed)
All units are assessed using the Pass, Merit and Distinction grading criteria.

Future Opportunities
Students completing this BTEC Level 3 IT Qualification can progress to a university degree or Foundation
Degree, to BTEC HNCs and HNDs, or to employment. The IT industry offers a wide range of career opportunities
including; networking, software development, project management, programming and design. Students will
acquire valuable employability skills as well as a range of transferable skills for higher education.

Mathematics
Course description
A Level Mathematics provides students the opportunity to study a subject that they are familiar with, but at a
much higher level. Students will build on the Mathematical knowledge gained throughout school and will also be
challenged to expand their understanding of the subject.

Course content
The new Linear A Level Mathematics course is entirely prescribed, with compulsory content identical across all
the examination boards. The course is made up 2/3 Pure Maths and 1/3 Applied Maths content. Pure Maths is
the study of topics such as algebra, trigonometry, calculus and sequences. Applied Maths contains both Statistics
content, which is the study of large sets of numerical data and also probability, and Mechanics content, which is
the application of maths to problems in Physics and engineering, such as the flight of projectiles or the
acceleration of a car.
There are problem solving questions related to A Level topics which require deep understanding of the content
and it will cover 20% of Year 1 modules and 30% of Year 2 modules.
Although the new A Level Mathematics course is a 2 year linear course, there is an opportunity for students to sit
AS exams even if they decide to carry on with A2 content. We make our decision for every individual depending
on their need and their situation.

Assessment
The A level is fully examined at the end of the two year course via the sitting of three 2 hour papers which cover
topics studied over the two years of the course. Students will be given the opportunity to sit AS exams however, if
you decide to continue with the course you need to take the linear exam at the end of A2 and your AS result will
not be counted towards your final grade.

Future Opportunities
Mathematics is the cornerstone of science and engineering and is increasingly used as a tool in business and
social policy as well as being the basis for the IT industry. Maths is essential for any Science or Engineering
degree course and also for Economics. For those with a taste for it, the subject is a useful strand in the
educational background for a huge range of careers. Statistics show the average income of professionals with
Maths related degrees is 50% higher than other jobs.

Further Mathematics
Course description
Further Maths A-Level is more challenging than Maths A Level and is designed to really stretch students’ logical
thinking skills. Students discover new challenging content in pure Mathematics and learn how to solve and
simplify real life problems.

Course content
The new Linear A Level Further Maths course includes Pure Maths and Applied Maths content. There are
selections of applied modules which can be combined to help students to be prepared for their higher education.
The course is made up 1/2 Pure Maths and 1/2 Applied Maths content.
Pure Maths is the study of topics such as complex numbers, matrices and polar coordinate. Applied Maths can
be chosen from Statistics content, Mechanics content or Decision Maths. There are problem solving questions
related to A Level topics which require deep understanding of the content and it will cover 20% of Year 1 modules
and 30% of Year 2 modules.
Although the new A Level Further Mathematics course is a 2 year linear course, there is an opportunity for
students to sit AS exams even if they decide to carry on with A2 content. We make our decision for every
individual depending on their need and their situation.

Assessment
The A level is fully examined at the end of the two year course via the sitting of three 2 hours papers which cover
topics studied over the two years of the course. Students will be given the opportunity to sit AS exams, however,
if you decide to continue with the course you need to take the linear exam at the end of A2 and your AS results
will not be counted towards your final grade.

Future Opportunities
Further Mathematics is the cornerstone of science and engineering and is increasingly used by universities as a
tool to identify bright and dedicated students. Further Maths is essential for any Maths or Maths-based degree
course. For those with a taste for it, the subject is a useful strand in the educational background for a huge range
of careers. Statistics show the average income of professionals with Maths related degrees is 50% higher than
other jobs.

Philosophy & Ethics
Course description
Learners will be introduced to a more advanced approach to Religious Studies and will develop a deeper
understanding of beliefs, teachings and philosophy. All learners will study three components; Philosophy of
religion (01), Religion and ethics (02) and Developments in religious thought (03 – 07).

Course content
Philosophy of Religion
In Philosophy and religion learners will study philosophical issues and questions raised by religion and belief.
These include arguments regarding the existence or non-existence of God, the nature and influence of religious
experience and the problems of evil and suffering. They will also explore philosophical language and thought,
through significant concepts and works of key thinkers, illustrated in issues or debates in the philosophy of
religion.
Religious Ethics
Religious ethics is characterised by the study of ethical language and thought, with exploration of key concepts
and the works of influential thinkers. Ethical theory will also be applied to issues of importance; namely
euthanasia, business ethics and sexual ethics.
Developments in religious thought
Developments in religious thought provides an opportunity for the systematic study of one religious tradition. This
will include the exploration of religious beliefs, values, teachings and practices that shape religious identity, as
well as sources of wisdom and authority. Also central are the ways in which religious traditions have developed
over time, and religious responses to challenges and significant contemporary social issues.

Assessment
Exam board OCR 100% exam – 3 exams


Philosophy of religion - 2 hour written paper 33.3% of total A level.



Religion and ethics - 2 hour written paper 33.3% of total A level



Developments in religious thought - 2 hours written paper 33.3% of total A level

Future Opportunities
A Level Philosophy & Ethics is accepted as an entry to a variety of degree courses and is also a suitable
qualification for a wide range of careers including; teaching, police, public relations, personnel, medicine,
journalism, social work, management and many others.

Photography
Course description
“The ability to capture a unique moment in time is a precious skill. It is not a gift but a trained art which
needs nurturing in order to thrive and achieve creative clarity”.
Photography is an exciting and expanding subject that is available to our KS5 students. The course gives
students the opportunity to use digital cameras and scanners, explore state-of-the art IT software and
manipulate images digitally. Students will be developing their skills and understanding to produce their
own ideas and creative theme based photos. Photography and technology are growing constantly with
many job opportunities leading to professional photography for magazines, newspapers, fashion, forensics,
medical, design and journalism. It is a valuable skill useful in other visual arts and an exciting interest that
can be carried on in later life.

Course content


Portfolio including one project and Terminal Test (set externally)



Personal Investigation and 1000 – 3000 word Journal and Terminal Test (set externally)

Assessment
The work is marked using 4 Assessment Objectives each worth 20 marks
A01: Develop their ideas through sustained and focused investigations informed by contextual and other
sources demonstrating analytical and critical understanding
A02: Experiment with and select appropriate resources, media, materials, techniques and processes,
reviewing and refining their ideas as their work develops
A03: Record in visual and/or other forms, ideas, observations and insights relevant to their intentions,
demonstrating an ability to reflect on their work and progress
A04: Present a personal, informed and meaningful response demonstrating critical understanding, realising
intentions and where appropriate, making connections between visual, written, oral or other elements.

Physics
Course description
This course has been developed for students who wish to continue with a study of Physics after GCSE. All
students will follow the Edexcel Physics course completing both AS and the Advanced GCE. Such a course will
prepare students to progress into higher education, to follow courses in Physics, Engineering, one of the other
sciences or related subjects, or to enter employment where a knowledge of Physics would be useful.
The aims of this course are to encourage candidates to:



develop their interest in and enthusiasm for Physics, including developing an interest in further study
and careers in Physics



appreciate how society makes decisions about scientific issues and how the sciences contribute to
the success of the economy and society



develop and demonstrate a deeper appreciation of the skills, knowledge and understanding of How
Science Works



develop essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of Physics and how they relate to
each other

Course content
Units include;
Working as a Physicist; Mechanics, Electric Circuits; Further Mechanics; Electric and Magnetic Fields; Materials;
Waves and Particle Nature of Light; Thermodynamics; Space; Nuclear Radiation; Gravitational Fields;
Oscillations and Nuclear and Particle Physics

Assessment


3 extended written examinations - 2 1 ½ hours and one of 2 ½ hours to cover the content and assess
practical skills. All examinations would be taken at the end of the two-year course.

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)
Course description
The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) Level 3 is a stand-alone qualification that help students develop
broader study skills, offering a route into further and higher education and employment. It is flexible and can be
easily integrated with other aspects of the curriculum. The course offers students a way of acquiring sophisticated
study skills and a route into Higher Education and employment .

Course content
EPQ is a student-driven qualification, giving them the freedom and responsibility to select topics and
projects they are interested in.
When completing EPQ, students follow a clearly structured process: they plan, research their topic
and create a product. The product of their project can be either:
A research-based written report
An artefact (eg a piece of art, a computer game, a realised design) supported by a written report.
This work is recorded in their Production Log and, finally, students deliver a presentation.
During the process, they develop as independent, reflective learners and acquire knowledge and
transferable skills that are invaluable for further study and the workplace.
.

Assessment
Students are internally assessed on the product of their project and on the process itself.

Future Opportunities
The EPQ is highly regarded by Oxbridge and Russell Group Universities and offers a direct route into
further and higher education and employment opportunities.

Psychology
Course description
Psychology is the scientific study of the human mind and behaviour. The course provides students with a broad
view of the subject by considering scientific and non-scientific explanations of behaviour. It applies psychological
theories to contemporary issues, giving students a clearer understanding of behaviour in modern society.

Course content
Year 1 topics:

Year 2 compulsory topics:

Year 2 option topics:

Memory

Biopsychology

Relationships

Attachment

Issues and Debates

Schizophrenia

Psychopathology

Research Methods (Extended)

Forensic Psychology

Social Influence

Approaches in Psychology (Extended)

Aggression

Approaches in Psychology

Cognition and Development

Research methods

Assessment
3, 2 hour exams at the end of Year 2 for an A level qualification (papers equally weighted)





Paper 1: Social Influence, Memory, Attachment and Psychopathology (Total: 96 marks)
Paper 2: Approaches in Psychology, Biopsychology and Research Methods (Total: 96 marks)
Paper 3: Issues and Debates and 3, Year 2 option topics (Total: 96 marks)

Future Opportunities
Psychology is accepted for a wide range of undergraduate and foundation degree courses leading to
careers in forensic psychology, educational psychology, counselling psychology, sports psychology, law,
policing, nursing, psychiatry, medicine, teaching, social or family support work.

BTEC Applied Science
Course description
Applied Science is a vocational subject that is greatly respected by employers and accepted on many
higher education courses. Through a combination of examined units and a portfolio of assignments that
you produce, you will gain a deeper understanding of all the disciplines within Science (Biology, Chemistry
and Physics). In addition, you will develop transferable skills such as planning, questioning and analytical,
problem solving skills that are transferable to almost any career choice. In the examined units, you will
continue to study Science at a level that moves on from GCSE. The applied, assignment based units cover
the main areas of all 3 Sciences. There are three units to study in total (1 exam and 2 assignment based),
each equally weighted.

Course content
The Units deal with Key aspects of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. These include cells, the periodic table and
forces. All of these are taught within a vocational context so they will link well to the skills and knowledge you will
need for either further study or employment.

Assessment


Applied science is assessed by a total of 3 modules – 1 examined unit and 2 assignment based
ones. The examined unit is assessed by a 90 minute exam worth 75 marks each (scaled to 100 UMS
points each).



The overall grade will be based on an aggregated mark from each of the 3 units – they are all equallyweighted.

Future Opportunities
Applied Science leads to many future career opportunities. These include Health care professions, Pharmacy,
Engineering, Science, Surveying, Teaching and many more. Opportunities for further research are also available.

Sociology
Course description
Sociology is the study of human social relationships and institutions, so to explain significant matters in our
personal lives and communities on a local and global scale. Through its particular analytical perspective,
social theories, and research methods, sociology is a discipline that expands our awareness and
investigation of the social relationships and institutions that profoundly shape both our lives and human
antiquity. Sociology’s subject matter is diverse, ranging from crime to religion, from the family to the state,
from the divisions of race and social class to the shared beliefs of a common culture, and from social
stability to radical change. Unifying the study of these diverse subjects, of study, is sociology’s purpose of
understanding how human action and consciousness both shape and are shaped by surrounding cultural
and social structures.

Course content
Year 1
Families, Education, Research Methods
Year 2
Crime and Deviance, Beliefs in Society, Sociological Theory

Assessment
You sit 3 external examinations, at the end of Year 2, each worth a third of the course:

Paper 1: Education with Theory and Methods (33.3%)
Paper 2: Topics in Sociology (33.3%)
Paper 3: Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods (33.3%)

Future Opportunities
People who study sociology enter into a wide variety of professions, such as:
Criminology, Forensics, Health Professions, International Relations, Journalism, Law, Police Service,
Prison Service, Probation, Social Work, Teaching.

Spanish
Course description
Students will explore the influence of the past on present-day Hispanic communities. Throughout their studies,
they learn the language in the context of Hispanic countries and issues and influences which have shaped them.
Students will study texts and film and will have the opportunity to carry out independent research on an area of
their choice.

Course content
This four-unit specification requires students to develop their ability to write and speak in Spanish with accurate
grammar for a range of purposes and to understand written or spoken Spanish in a variety of contexts and
genres.

Assessment


Component 1 – Listening, reading and writing 50%



Component 2 – Writing – 20%



Component 3 –Speaking – 30%

Future Opportunities
Russell Group universities, teaching, translating, living and working abroad. Any employment where
communication is a key element.

BTEC Sport Diploma
Course description
BTEC Level 3 Diploma in Sport is a course suited to those students who are interested in further studies, or
a career in sports. This course is equivalent to two A-levels and will cover a total of 9 units. Students will
complete a combination of both practical and theory elements and will gain a deeper understanding of
topics such as Anatomy and Physiology, Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and Wellbeing, Professional Development in the Sports Industry, Sports Leadership, Business of Sport and Skill
Acquisition. The course has a mixture of both internal and external assessments over the two years.
Students will also select a further three optional units.

Course content
Anatomy and Physiology- This unit looks at the physiology side of sport. Students will explore the different
body systems such as the Skeletal, Muscular and Cardio-respiratory system.
Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and Well-being- Here students will look at designing a
training programme to suit an individual’s needs.
Professional Development in the Sports Industry-This unit explores the array of opportunity available in the
sporting industry.
Sports Leadership- This topic explores the coaching side of sports and allows students to develop their
leadership knowledge and skills.
Business in Sport- Learners investigate how business operates in the sport and active leisure industry and how
it responds to trends and other influences to meet the needs of clients and benefit the business.
Skill Acquisition- Learners study the factors that contribute to a skilled performance in sport and examine how
sports performers learn and develop their skills.

Assessment
You will be assessed in a range of formats including external and internal assessment.

