
Headteacher’s 
Message

Another busy 
week goes by.  
This week our 
good friends at 
Highly Sprung 

(Artists in Residence at 
Barr’s Hill and the UKs 
leading Physical Theatre 
Company) performed 
an incredible piece of 
physical theatre to all of 
Year 7 and 8.  Linked to 
our Geography curriculum 
where students learn 
about the impact of plastic 
waste on Oceans. It was an 
amazing visual spectacle 
and the students were 
blown away.  At one point 
the actors were over 25ft 
up in the air!  Following 
this Year 7 had the chance 
to work with Highly 
Sprung on ‘A Play in a Day’ 
themed around Physics - 
what they produced was 
amazing and the students 
had great fun.  There is 
lots more to come from 
our partnership with 

Highly Sprung this year 
and parents will have 
the chance to watch 
productions later in the 
year.  There are also 
lots of opportunities for 
students to get involved 
with Highly Sprung outside 
school as we are able to 
offer some free places in 
their incredible evening 
programmes for young 
people.

Year 11 trial exams are 
rapidly approaching 
in only 15 school days 
time.  Students should 
be working hard at home 
and there is a crucial 
parents evening on 19th 
October that will give 
parents the chance to 
talk directly to mentors 
and teachers about how 
the year has started and 
what the students need 
to be doing to ensure 
success.  Meanwhile we 
had a very busy evening 
on Monday this week 
with The Bridge parents 
evening and Year 12 
Futures and Destinations 

Evening and checking in 
on the start of A-Level 
and Vocational courses 
alongside launching UCAS 
and application processes 
for University and other 
destinations. We hope 
parents found both events 
useful.

This week we also had 
sporting success in 
football and it has been 
amazing to see the huge 
numbers of students in 
sports enrichment.  Add in 
the amazing academic and 
performance offer and 
most nights after school, 
close to half the students 
are still on site ‘Engaged’ 
in something.  Amazing!

The term is flying by with 
only 2 weeks until the half 
term break.  We seem to 
have packed in so much 
so far and look forward to 
the next two weeks where 
things don’t look like they 
will be any less busy!  
Hooray!

Mr C Jupp
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Art Academy 
We have had the opportunity 

to work with professional 
photographer and artist Tim 

Mills during the first few 
weeks of Art Academy. This 
opportunity has inspired our 
students to get out and take 
some outstanding photos!

Shout outs to Isobelle V and Sami S in Year 8 who have 
portrayed the visual elements in their photographs.

Art Academy will continue to work with Tim Mills for the 
remainder of the first half term.

Readathon
It’s been proven that students who read for pleasure are more likely to be successful and happy 

throughout their lives (OECD). 

This term, we are running a Read for Good ‘Readathon’. 

The charity ‘Read for Good’ encourages students to read through its unique motivational approach 
inspiring reluctant readers to give reading a go, and keen readers to read more widely. Students 

must read at least 3 of their reading journey text - they are not being assessed, it’s all about reading 
for fun. And, they are motivated to read because the money they raise in sponsorship helps to 

provide a regular supply of brand-new books and a resident storyteller to every major children’s 
hospital in the UK. 

All you have to do is: 

1. Take a look at what they plan to read, share and discuss the reading journey text - anything goes! 
Sharing books is fine too (in fact recommended!) as well as listening to audio books. 

2. Help find sponsors among family and friends. The easiest way to sponsor a child is at 
https://readathon.secure.force.com/sponsor. Students have been given a sponsorship card so that 

they can keep track of how much they have raised. 

Please support your student’s sponsored read as much as you can. They’ll be helping children in 
hospitals get books, as well as helping themselves. And our school receives free books worth 20% 

of our grand sponsorship total – so there really is something in it for everyone. 

For more information, check out the sponsorship card, sent 
home this week, and visit www.readforgood.org.



Year 11 Silver Duke of Edinburgh Expedition.
Congratulations to the 9 students who completed their Silver Duke of Edinburgh expedition at 

the end of September. Both teams walked their planned routes, focusing on their team aim and 
demonstrated PRIDE throughout, including meeting a Coventry Headteacher whilst on route in the 

Peaks!

Here’s what some of our students had to say about their Silver DofE experience

Isabel - Silver DofE was amazing. It was about 45km worth of walking over the course of the weekend. 
We completed our expedition in the Peak District, and the views we got were phenomenal, even if some 
of them were from the top of a hill which was very slightly off route. We got to see things we had never 
seen before, and do things we rarely get the opportunity to do, for example, I don’t get to have a stare 
off with a sheep very often. The wildlife and the nature surrounding us was completely different to what 
we get to see in Coventry. It was a chance to learn new skills and have more independence, and with the 

idea and stress of exams coming up, it was a nice break away from homework and revision.

My team tracked our journey through photography, and it is amazing looking back at photos of cows 
looking like they are judging you, sheep screaming and the views we got from the walk. DofE created 

some amazing memories which make me so glad I took the opportunity. It was tough, and very cold, but 
it was 100% worth it.

Theodoro - I don’t remember every step I took or every hill my team and I climbed but I do remember 
the sense of adventure throughout the whole experience and the moments when we stood atop the 

highest points and the most beautiful scenery. In the end, it isn’t just about crossing from one field to 
the next, from one trail to another over and over until you make it to the next campsite: it’s about 
making memories. Because you’ll only feel the weight of your rucksack whilst it’s on your back, but 

you’ll feel the weight of the determination and sweat you put in ages after you return home. And that 
indefatigability pours into all your future endeavours no matter the field of subject.



The UK’s leading physical theatre 
company perform for our students

At Barr’s Hill School, we aim to provide all of our students with world class opportunities and 
experiences that differentiate them from their peers. This Wednesday afternoon, Highly Sprung 

Theatre performed ‘Castaway’, a stunning outdoor performance that explores the impact of today’s 
throwaway society on our waterways. 

The show, which featured a unique gyroscopic flying machine, was watched by all Year 7 and 8 
students as part of our Performing Arts enrichment programme and the all female cast immersed 
our students in an underwater world which saw performers dive, twist and float over 26 feet in the 

air. 

For many of our students, this was the first professional theatre production they had experienced 
and they were inspired and captivated from start to finish. 

“It was amazing – we all need to do more to stop polluting the planet” said one student. 

“It was great to see how professional actors work together on stage – they are so focused”, said 
another. 

CastAway responds to the Great Pacific Garbage Patch – a floating island of everlasting plastic that 
has now grown to 6½ times the size of the UK. It presents an alternative, sustainable and more 

compassionate way of being and challenges us to consider our own actions in the face of climate 
change.  The fantastic performance also has links to our Year 8 Geography curriculum where 

students learn about the Great Pacific Garbage patch. 



Bridge students perform their own 
‘Play in a day’ 

Following on from their incredible performance, Highly Sprung returned on Thursday this 
week to work with all of our 180 students in the Bridge. Students were split up into groups 

and each worked with a professional theatre director to produce their own play – inspired by 
the theme of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths). 

Their performances focused specifically on physics, the universe, sound, light, electricity and  
forces. Students learnt about key facts in each area and shared them during the final piece 

alongside physical movements. 

Each group performed part of a story and the whole piece came together in a final 
performance with all 180 students at the end of the day. Students engaged brilliantly 

throughout the day. At times they were pushed out of their comfort zones but rose to the 
challenge brilliantly and delivered a high-class final performance. The day has been brilliant 

for building students’ confidence and communication skills. 

We would like to thank all of the team at Highly Sprung for their efforts this week and look 
forward to your return to Barr’s Hill in November when you will work with Year 8 on their 

‘Play in a Day’. 



National Teachers’ Day
As part of National Teachers’ Day, we have aspirational Bridge students who have had the 

opportunity to be teachers for the day. Shadowing Mrs Hayer, Miss Marks, Mrs Stafford, Miss 
Phillips, Miss Connick, Mr Jupp or Miss Butterworth the students have been able to award 

PRIDE points, explore teaching techniques and lead lessons.

 “The day started out a little 
scary, I had to teach 6th form 
their Sport Diploma. But as the 

day went on I got more confident 
and was able to teach core PE. 
It has shown me what a teacher 
does in the day and that they 
teach a variety of things (not 

just physical sport).” - Dhanvi 

“I LOVED IT! I taught Year 9, 
Year 7 and Year 11 History and 

Classics. I was able to help deliver 
the lesson with Miss Phillips. It 

has made me even more excited 
to become a History teacher when 

I am older”. - Kacie 

Year 12 Sport Trip to 
Coventry University

Last week our Year 12 sport students visited Coventry University 
sports department to take part in a series of fitness tests. All students 

got to use state of the art equipment and have a go at specialised 
fitness tests that are usually only completed by professional athletes.  
These included Wingate tests, isometric strength tests, and vertical 

jumping tests that are connected to the sports labs at Coventry 
University and provide accurate and scientific results about a person’s 
power, strength and movement patterns. All students were engaged 
and competitive throughout the session which will help to motivate 

them to plan and complete their own series of fitness tests as part of 
their Level 3 course.



We are seeking to appoint a professional and motivated colleague to work as 
part of the team responsible for maintaining a high level of cleanliness, hygiene 

and presentation throughout Barr’s Hill School.

Grade 1 £6,436.35 pro rata per annum
 15 hours per week: Monday to Friday 3:00pm to 6:00pm

You will be expected to undertake cleaning duties in an efficient and effective 
manner and to adopt a customer focussed approach to your work. You will be 

committed to building brighter futures and able to demonstrate your knowledge 
and understanding both of working practices, equipment and materials in 

relation to cleaning, and of the importance of health and safety and hygiene in 
the school environment.

The link to the cleaner vacancy, job description and the application form is on 
the job vacancies page of the school website:

https://www.barrshill.coventry.sch.uk/vacancies/

Cleaner vacancy 
available now!

On Thursday the Year 8 Boy’s Football Team had their first game of the season in a friendly 
against Sidney Stringer at home. The team was extremely excited about the game and had a 

really positive attitude after a few good performances at the end of Year 7. 

The first half was fast paced and within the first ten minutes of the game the team had 
several chances to score. Both teams misplaced lots of passes and struggled to take the 
chances they were making to goal. After fifteen minutes Kevelle scored the first goal of 
the game and quickly added a second and third in the first half to make the game 3-0 at 

halftime. 

At half time the team reset and got themselves organised and ready for the second half as 
they were not happy with their performance. Within minutes of beginning the second half, 

a great team passing move saw Kaysan slot the ball away. Liam M 10 minutes later scored 
directly from a corner and then Kavelle scored his 4th and 5th goal of the game. Sidney 

Stringer scored two in the final five minutes made the final score 7-2. 

A great performance from the team. Well done.

Year 8 Football



Year 7 Rugby Tournament
The Year 7 Rugby team took part in a tournament at Finham Park on Tuesday 4th October. 
The tournament featured a number of schools from the local area and gave the students 

their first chance to play competitive sport for Barr’s Hill. The students performed brilliantly 
to draw our first game against Coundon Court before only narrowly losing in the final minute 

to Kenilworth in our second match. The team reacted amazingly to the defeat as we went 
on to win our final game against Westwood. This was the first time some of the students 

had ever played a rugby fixture and all were brilliant throughout, showing PRIDE during all 
matches with their hard work paying off by gaining a victory at the end. A special shout out 
to Harvey A who captained the team and also finished the tournament as top try scorer for 

Barr’s Hill. 

This week in Science club:
Year 7 extracted DNA from a kiwi

Year 8 investigated the dyes in different sweets

Year 9 & 10 dissected hearts

Marie Curie-ousity Academy tested their practical’s to run next week including 
lung dissection, making slime, investigating combustion and hydro dipping.



Thinking about training to Teach?

For more information email admin@futuresteachingalliance.org.uk 
 www.futuresteachingalliance.co.uk

Join us on Tuesday 18th October for a

Get into Teaching School Experience
President Kennedy Secondary School  9am - 12pm 

         12.30pm - 3pm

Speak to a current trainee and teacher trainers
Experience some lessons
Answer all your questions 
Look into your potential next steps

OR

Keresley Grange Primary School 



Barr’s Hill School
Radford Road
Coventry
CV1 4BU

W: www.barrshill.coventry.sch.uk
E: schooladmin@barrshill.coventry.sch.uk
T: 024 7623 4600
     @BH_Coventry

Black History Matters by Robin Walker

ZPD: 8.2

Description: Black history is an integral part 
of world history. From the injustices of 

the past and present, we can learn and be 
inspired to make the world we live in more 
fair, equal and just. Black History Matters 

chronicles thousands of years of Black 
history, from African Kingdoms, to slavery, 
apartheid, the battle for civil rights, the 

global Black Lives Matter protests of 2020 and much more. Important and 
inspiring Black personalities from Olaudah Equiano to Oprah Winfrey, are 

highlighted throughout, while achievements and progress are balanced 
alongside a look at the issues that continue to plague Black communities.

Book of the Week

This week’s review has been written by Riqbah from 8CA

Book: Harry Potter and The Chamber of Secrets

Riqbah says: I really liked this book and I picked out some key words that I 
found. For example, shallow, fire-dwelling and despicable. This book was good 

and for the rating out of five I give it a four and a half.  

Rating: 4.5/5

Student Book Review


