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As our year 11 students approach the end of their GCSE course, it is a pleasure to watch them
reflect and refine their work. Maymoonah has created some fantastic responses inspired
by the artist Mark Powell, combining mixed media such as fabric, coffee staining and biro.

Headteacher’s
Message
The visit of the
‘Polarbear Poet’
really caught
the imagination
of many of our
students. Learning how to
approach a blank page and
a process for creativity
was both academically
interesting and fun for
lots of groups of students
across the school. We
are delighted that Steven
Camden will keep working
with us throughout the
year supporting some of
our exciting competitions
and the Barthes Society.
Meanwhile the stunning
creative work of our
students involved in
Creative Connections
Coventry led to them being
front and centre of the
major launch event at the
Herbert Art Gallery this
week. It included senior
staff from the National
Gallery and the students

were a credit to the school.
Basketball is a major
sport at Barr’s Hill,
we are proud to Host
Coventry Elite basketball
in the evenings and at
weekends to supplement
the superb coaching
in our own academies
and school teams. This
is already bearing fruit
with Georgio’s selection
for the International
Student Games proof
that the talent pathway
can be walked by Barr’s
Hill students. Next step
the NBA? This week we
opened our brand new
Multi Gym facilities. This
will be used by students in
their PE lessons and also
is available for after school
clubs for different year
groups at different times.
Year 11 received their
trial exam feedback this
week whilst Year 13 sat
their final trial exams
before the summer series.
Meanwhile students in
The Bridge are starting to

accumulate ‘golden tickets’
hoping to be the lucky
winner of the Manchester
United stadium tour.
Our Warwick University
mentors continue to work
with Year 10 students this
week as well. Powerful
conversations around
aspiration and University
as well as strong, subject
specific support for our
students. In amongst
all of the above we also
managed to squeeze in
celebrating World Book
Day all week!
With the terrible situation
in the Ukraine we thought
it important to discuss it
as a school; via lessons
and tutor time we had
some very high-quality
discussion, debate and
dialogue. Our thoughts
are with all the people of
Ukraine, but especially
with any of our families
with relatives or friends
affected.
Mr C Jupp

Polarbear Poet
Year 8, 9 and 10 students experienced a brilliant, interactive
assembly with poet and author Steven Camden aka
Polarbear this week!
Also, some Year 7 and 9 students were thrilled to
experience a smaller group session with the poet where
they explored the beginning of stories and exploring their
voices.
This was a brilliant experience for our students at Barr’s
Hill School. Thank you Steven.

Bridge Reward Trip
24 of our Year 7 Bridge students had the opportunity to visit the Sky Dome on the 18th
February in order to ice skate. For a vast majority of the students attending, this experience
was completely new to them and they spent a lot of time falling over!! After the 1.5 hours
‘on the ice’ be that holding the side rail, skating freely or falling over, their confidence had
increased and we were able to take this photo of them!
Students were selected to go on this reward trip by their teachers and Hub.

Residential Trip to the Peak District
34 Year 11 and Year 13 students visited the Peak District for 3 nights over half term. They took part
in 13 hours of revision, canoeing, abseiling and a very windy walk with spectacular views over the
countryside. Students were fantastic and embraced all of the opportunities thrown upon them (even
if they were a little scared of abseiling!).
A huge thank you to the staff: Mrs Fife, Mrs Stafford, Mrs Grant and Miss Donaldson for giving up
their time over the half term holiday.

Y9 Speech Writing Competition
Year 9 students took part in an amazing speech writing competition last half-term.
Students had to draft, write and deliver their speeches in front of the entire year
group. A massive well done to the students who took part! These students will have
the opportunity to have their speeches published in our new anthology dedicated
to the work of Barr’s Hill Students’, which will be displayed in our Library in school.
As well as this, these students had the opportunity to work with author and poet,
Polarbear!
What an amazing experience for our Year 9 students. Well done!
Also, a huge congratulations to our competition winners: Jamie O, Declan D,
Charlie W, Nasir H and Ahmad A. These students delivered their speeches brilliantly.

JR NBA Y8

Our Year 8 JR NBA team had a home fixture on Wednesday
against Twycross House. The team have been working hard in
training and were excited to play on their home court for the
first time this season. The team looked strong from tip off and
created excellent chances and the points started to build up.
All of the recent shooting practice had paid off and we led the
first half 22-0. We dominated the second half with excellent
performances from all players. We won the game 31-02. All
players should be extremely proud of their performance.
Congratulations to Ibrahim J who was nominated as the MVP for
his defensive work throughout the game. The boys are back in
action on March 18th when they travel away to Lawrence Sheriff
School.

Coventry School Games

Our Y12 Sports students volunteered at the 3 on 3 Coventry School Games on Wednesday. The
games were hosted at the AT7 centre and welcomed Year 5 students from 17 primary schools from
across the city. Our sport students were hard at work refereeing, scoring and timing each of the
games that took place and did a fantastic job ensuring the day ran smoothly.
They are looking forward to supporting with future sporting events. A big well done to them all.

Careers Fair

Next Thursday we will be hosting our annual Careers and Pathways Fair here at school for all year
groups. With over 30 high quality employers, further education providers, higher education providers
and apprenticeship providers in attendance, this event provides a great opportunity for our students
to meet employers/education providers, conduct some research and see first-hand the many
opportunities available to them when they leave us. In addition to attending the fair, students will
also hear a careers talk delivered by a Coventry University student or Barr’s Hill Alumni. Students
will have booklets with suggested questions to ensure they get the most out of the day.

International School Games

A huge congratulations to Giorgio A who has
received his official letter welcoming him
into the preliminary 3X3 Basketball squad to
represent Team Coventry at this Summer’s
International Children’s Games 2022.

As Coventry hosts the Games this year, it’s
a particularly prestigious squad to be a part
of and everyone selected to represent Team
Coventry should be very honoured and proud to
do so.
We are very proud of Giorgio and wish him all
of the success in the games.
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