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Photo taken during the Gold Duke of Edinburgh exhibition in the Brecon Beacons.

Headteacher’s
Message
Welcome back
to the summer
term. We have
made a fast
start, with
exam preparation in full
swing for Year 11 and 13
and, as ever, a multitude of
other exciting events and
opportunities taking place.
However, no one has been
faster than Emmanuella
who ran a stunning 12.4s
in the 100m last weekend
to qualify for the national
athletics championships.
Our Athletics teams
continue to go from
strength to strength and
our recent success offers
a real sign that Barr’s Hill
students can compete
at a national level. Mr
Gardiner’s high-class
Athletics coaching (parents
may not be aware that

Mr Gardiner is himself a
former GB Decathlete),
coupled with our close
working relationship
with Godiva Harriers, is
providing an excellent
experience for our student
athletes. We are so proud
of all the students that
took part.
In other sporting news, we
have had more success
via our Year 11 football
team who have reached
the West Midlands Cup
Final. Congratulations
to the entire team and
coaching staff on this huge
achievement – we can’t
wait to come and watch
you play the final next
month.
We also learnt this week
that we have received
a National award from
Classics for All in
recognition of the work
that has been put in to
creating an outstanding
Classics Curriculum. You

can read more about this
phenomenal achievement
on page two of this
newsletter.
We will be sending invites
out soon for our end of
year awards ceremony.
This year it will be held
at Coventry Central Hall
on Friday 22nd July. We
would love parents to
attend, however tickets
are very limited due to
constraints in the venue so
places must be booked in
advance. More information
will follow including a
formal invite.
Can I take this opportunity
to wish all of our students
and families that will be
celebrating a happy Eid.
It’s lovely that this year it
falls so close to the May
bank holiday weekend so
should give families more
time to celebrate.
Mr C Jupp

Mercia Canoeing Club

On Wednesday we were delighted to return to Mercia Canoeing Club after a long break due to COVID
19. Our Y7 students were excited about the thought of canoeing and were filled with questions
on the short walk to the canal basin. When we arrived we met Nigel our canoeing instructor. He
answered all of the students questions and before we knew it we were kitted out with our buoyancy
vests and paddles, and in our boats. The students learnt how to paddle forwards, backwards, and
how to turn their boat around, They all did extremely well in their first lesson and we are looking
forward to returning next week as they continue to work towards their paddle award qualification.
Thank you to Mercia Canoeing Club for welcoming us back.

Classics for All
For the last 3 years Barr’s Hill has introduced Classics into the KS3 Curriculum. Classics is the
study of the ancient world through history, literature, philosophy and Latin. It is a subject usually
taught almost exclusively in private school and as such is not available to all students in the country.
However, as Barr’s Hill school focusses on Students First and offering opportunities to our students
that put them on equal footing to their peers, we found it was crucial that we our students have the
opportunity to study this subject.
Miss. Phillips is a subject specialist who has worked for 3 years to create a KS3 Classics curriculum
with the support of Classics for All. The curriculum covers topics such as mythology and the Gods,
Pompeii, the Iliad and the Odyssey as well as Hercules’ 12 labours. As it has been so successful we
are offering students the opportunity to study a Classical Civilisation GCSE from September.
Barr’s Hill has received a National award from Classics for All in recognition of the work that has
been put in to creating an outstanding Classics Curriculum!

Bridge University Tour
7 Manchester were our second Bridge tutor group to head out on a visit to their linked university.
On 7th April they had the opportunity to have a campus tour around the university, seeing the
faculties and graduations taking place. Alongside this experience they were able to visit the Science
& Industry Museum to develop their knowledge of Amazonia, Climate Change, medicine and
construction.

Last weekend a number of our students represented the Coventry Godiva
Harriers at their first league competition of the year. The competition was
in Leamington spa and the students competed against teams from across the
midlands. These included Birchfield (Birmingham), Stoke AC and several others.
For many of our students this was their first race of the season. This was the
case for Reece C who competed in the 200m for Godiva in the U15 age group.
Reece ran 24.6 which, for a first race, is extremely impressive. The performances
of the day however no doubt came from Emmanuela A. Emmanuela competed
in the U17 competition, an age group above her own, yet she not only won
her race but ran a blisteringly fast time of 12.4 which is 0.2 seconds within the
qualifying time for the national championships. To reach this standard so early
in the season is an outstanding achievement and we look forward to following
Emmanuela’s season and her journey to nationals.

Duke of Edinburgh
Bronze and Silver Duke of Edinburgh participants started their expedition training before Easter,
both groups had a day in school working on camp craft techniques and a day out at either Cannock
Chase or Ryton Pools to work on navigation. The weather was fairly kind, except the horizontal hail
stones at Cannock!
A huge well done to all involved and we look forward to sharing news of your practice and qualifying
expeditions in the coming weeks.

Our 12 Gold Duke of Edinburgh participants completed part 2 of 3 in the expedition section over
the Easter holidays. From 19th-22nd April the students spent time developing camp craft and
navigational skills in the Brecon Beacons, ahead of their final 4 day expedition that takes place in
September.
The expedition was a challenge, putting in to practice all the skills they had learnt previously and
taking them to a remote area in comparison to their previous Bronze or Silver expeditions.
We were so proud of what they achieved over the days. The days were long and the terrain more
challenging than previous, but the teams worked superbly together really showing how the students
have matured over the years. It was an absolute pleasure to spend the time with them and we look
forward to their final expedition!

Year 11 West Midlands Cup
On Tuesday the Year 11 Boy’s Football Team had their Semi-final game in the West Midlands Cup
against St Michael’s C.E School in Sandwell. The team travelled over to St Michael’s with a really
positive attitude after a fantastic result against Cardinal Newman in the quarter final.
Travelling for an hour and half to St Michael’s, meant that the team stepped off the mini bus, put
their boots on and kicked off straight away.
The first half was extremely nervy, both teams misplaced lots of passes and struggled to make
many chances. In the last few minutes of the first half Freddie Hardy made a fantastic save to keep
the game level going into half time.
At half time the team reset and got themselves organised ready for the second half and within
minutes of the second half starting Pharrell S took a long throw which caused chaos in the
opponent’s penalty area, this led to several attempts on goal by Barr’s Hill with Muhammdu J
tapping the ball home to make the score 1-0. Three minutes later, from a corner, an attempted shot
from Aeron T led to one of the opposing team handling the ball. Barr’s Hill were rewarded a penalty
which Aeron T emphatically finished in the top corner of the goal. In the last fifteen minutes of the
game Ritchie P played an exceptional defence splitting pass to Muhammdu J who slotted the ball
home to make it 3-0. In the final few minutes Pharrell S topped an amazing performance off by
scoring a 30-yard piledriver to make it 4-0.
The team advances to the final of the West Midlands County cup which will be played against The
Priory School in Birmingham.

School Enrichment
We offer a huge and diverse range of Sports, Creative Performance and Service
opportunities. See below for all the options available for the Spring Term.

Casual Exam
Invigilators Wanted
We are seeking to appoint additional invigilators to join our examination team
at Barr’s Hill School. We are looking for reliable, enthusiastic and flexible
individuals. This role is to oversee and supervise examinations as necessary
throughout the school year. The successful candidates will also ensure that
guidelines and regulations for the integrity and security of the examination
papers and procedures are followed during examination sessions
Applicants will need to demonstrate a commitment to teamwork and have
effective communication skills.
Working hours will be variable depending on the examination requirements, but
will normally be between 8.00am and 4:00pm.
£9.25 per hour

Celebrity Author Visit

Wednesday 27th April saw Paul Hughes an inspirational
speaker who himself has Dyslexia and ADHD, and is
currently filming for SAS: Who Dares Wins, talk to year 7
about resilience and team work. Year 7 were able to engage
and understand how these are both important life skills as
he explained through his own life experiences how
they helped him to navigate through tough situations.
Having been through extreme life experiences, Paul was
able to teach year 7 how to overcome barriers to their
learning and succeed.

Student Book Review

This week’s review has been written by Saalihah Yusuf from 8H

Book: Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Meltdown by Jeff Kinney ZPD: 5.5
Saalihah says: At the beginning of the book, Greg worries about climate
change. He is scared the earth is going to overheat. Towards the end he
has a large snowball fight with his whole neighbourhood- they have their
own clans and go to war.
Rating: 5/5

Book of the Week

Macbeth- The Graphic Novel by William Shakespeare and Daniel Ferran ZPD Level: 3.3
Description: The epic tale of Macbeth retold in graphic-novel format.
Macbeth and Banquo are Scottish generals returning home from a
victorious war campaign. Their journey is interrupted when three strange
witches come upon them and predict their futures. They claim that
Macbeth will one day become King of Scotland! Macbeth is stirred by the
prophesy. With the help of his scheming wife, he sets into motion a sinister
plan that will paint bloody strokes across the entire landscape of Scotland.
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