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Headteacher’s
Message
A huge
congratulations
to Year 11
and 13 on
completing
their exams (bar one or
two language exams
still to come for a small
number of students next
week). They have worked
so hard and we are proud
of them all. We look
forward to celebrating
their results with them in
August.
As we approach the end
of the school year a very,
very busy few weeks
awaits us…
Year 11 students planning
to join P16 Select have
their transition days on
Wednesday 6th July to
Friday 8th July 2022.
All students in Y7-10 and
12 are now preparing for
their PRIDE Showcase
Day presentation on
Wednesday 13th July.

Parents should be
arranging an appointment
time via their student and
their tutor. On the day, as
well as the appointments,
there will be a range of
other activities including
some very important
surveys and parent
feedback opportunities,
mock interviews and a
wealth of other useful
information. If you are at
all unsure please contact
your child’s Hub team.
INSPIRE week starts week
beginning Monday 18th
July. Each year group has a
huge range of exciting trips
and learning experiences
on offer. Please make sure
that you have completed
all the necessary
permissions to ensure you
child does not miss out. If
the cost of anything is a
barrier (the cost of living is
a very real issue for us all
at present) please talk to
your child’s Hub Team. We
will do anything we can to
support and we are very
clear that we do not want
any child to miss out on
the basis of cost.

Our end of year celebration
is on 22nd July at Coventry
Central Hall. We are
delighted that one of our
amazing school Alumni,
Dr Neeta Lakhani, will be
joining us along with other
special guests. Tickets are
now sadly all taken , due
to limited seating capacity
at the venue, but if you
would like to attend we
can add your name to a
waiting list in case of any
cancellations. Once again,
please contact us if this is
the case.
Whilst so much has
been going on in the
last few weeks, from
university visits to theatre
performances, Year 10
and 12 have now started
their crucial end of year
trial exams. These exams
will help both year groups
understand precisely
where they are at before
heading into critical exam
years next year.
Mr C Jupp

Selection for National Athletics

The English Schools
Championships is one
of the most prestigious
events in junior sports
and we have one athlete
Reece C confirmed and
another Emmanuela A
awaiting confirmation to
represent their county
in this championships in
Manchester in July. This
championships for many is
the highlight of their athletics
career due to the magnitude
and excitement around it.
Over the years athletes
such as Jessica Ennis, Dina
Asher-Smith, Mo Farah, Greg
Rutherford, Adam Gemili,
Sebastian Coe, Steve Cram
etc. have competed on
their path to reaching the
pinnacle of the sport. What
an opportunity for two of
our students who will gain
experience facing off against
the best athletes in the UK.

Both Reece and Emmanuela performed extremely well and stepped it up for the higher level
competition at the regional championships (Mason trophy) on the 18th and 19th of June. In blustery
and wet conditions, Reece ran over the 300m running sub 39 once again and placed 5th in the final.
Reece was once again the fastest in athlete in the West Midlands in this competition once by a long
way achieving selection for national championships. Emmanuela exceeded even her own very
high expectations following her second place in the county championships by placing second once
again but this time at regionals. Emmanuela is currently awaiting confirmation of national selection
however it is highly likely she will be selected to represent the team. We are extremely proud of
these two hard working and talented students and we hope this is just the first of many more to
qualify for national competitions.

A reminder to parents, due to our building works car parking is
very limited, if you are able please don’t drive into school to drop
your child off or pick them up.

Rugby 7’s Tournament
Ten year 7 students attended a Rugby 7’s
tournament at the Butts Park Arena on the
21st June to celebrate Coventry hosting
the international Rugby 7’s as part of the
Commonwealth Games.
A few of the students had never taken part in
Rugby before but all students put in a lot of effort
in sweltering conditions with all students being
awarded a medal for their performances.
Our stand out player was Sanjay S who scored a
hat-trick and has improved massively in Rugby
over the course of Year 7.

Keble College at Oxford University
On Tuesday 14th June a group of Barr’s Hill students were lucky enough to visit Keble College at
Oxford University. I would describe my Oxford experience as phenomenal and spectacular. The day
gave me an interesting insight into what University life will be like with a tour of the facilities and
opportunities to talk to students and ask questions. One of the highlights was a captivating tour of
the libraries which you can study in during your time at University. The libraries had paintings and
many monumental statues within them, which were fascinating and a truly inspirational place to
study. The architecture and history created a feeling of awe and humility by knowing such great
people have stood here before us as students once too.
As a special treat we were able to meet Barr’s Hill alumni Kajaanan. Kajaanan has settled in really
well and is a great inspiration showing that Barr’s Hill Students can achieve amazing things. He was
a very professional tour guide and was able to answer all my questions about the transition from
school to University life. Throughout the day we were also able to meet other university students,
reading Law and Geography, who helped me realise that normal people go to Oxford University.
This experience has made me want to apply to the top Universities and strive for success as it
is achievable if we work hard. There are many opportunities at Barr’s Hill to help us realise our
potential and today gave me an insight into what our life will be like if you seize these opportunities
and choose to apply to university.
Hannah A
Year 10 Deputy Headteacher Ambassador

Bridge Students Visit Warwick University
Wednesday 22nd June saw 50 of our Bridge students visiting Warwick University for an aspirational
day learning about further education. Both Loughborough and Warwick tutor groups attended
the day and it was action packed from the moment we arrived! Greeted by Warwick University
Ambassadors, we were able to find out about the university students themselves and the range of
degrees and masters they were studying which included Politics, Maths, Law and Social Sciences to
name a few. We also found out that Warwick University offers over 50,000 courses including Viking
Studies!
The university has an arts trail which was a fantastic way to tour the site. We were able to explore
sculptures and installations created by Peter Randall-Page and Richard Deacon that were in situ
near to faculty buildings and halls of residence. Unfortunately time didn’t allow us to visit the corten
steel dinosaurs.
Whilst with the Warwick University ambassadors, Bridge students were able to plan their own
university. With a set budget, teams of Bridge students decided on the courses their universities
would offer and the importance of having building spaces such as a Chaplaincy, Post Office and
Supermarket! Finally students designed a poster to market their designed university and worked on
their communication skills having to formally talk to judges to explain why their university would be
the best.
A huge thank you to Warwick University for hosting the day for us and also to our accompanying
staff Miss Mattu, Mr Orchard, Mr Gaskins and Mr Brown.

Summer Holiday Activities (HAF)

The Coventry Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) Programme offers fun and food for Coventry pupils
throughout the school holidays. Places are completely free to children who receive benefits-related
free school meals, with children and young people of all ages and backgrounds welcome.
This Summer school holiday, eligible children (free school meals, children in need, child protection
and looked-after) can benefit from a wide range of over 150 quality holiday activities (all with
food provided) through the Coventry HAF programme. there is a huge variety of activities and
experiences available.
For more details and to book visit www.coventry.gov.uk/haf.
You will need a HAF code to book and this will have been sent to all families of eligible children
through the post. Activities are popular so spread the word now to avoid disappointment.

PARENT GOVERNOR VACANCY
We currently have a vacancy for a parent governor at our school and invite you
to stand for election or to nominate another parent to do so. This is a fantastic
opportunity for you to become more involved in the life of the school. Governors
play a significant role in the work of the school and the role, whilst demanding,
is very interesting and rewarding. The governing body works in partnership
with and in support of the school. It also sets a high standard of expectation and
ambition which helps to drive forward the work of the staff and create a brighter
future for our students. Governors need not be experts in the field of education.
What they do need is an interest in the school and the welfare of the children.
If you would like to find out more about the role, please contact our Chair of
Governors Tony Fitzpatrick who will be delighted to talk to you. He can be
contacted via chairofgovs@barrshill.coventry.sch.uk. Should only one expression
of interest be received by 31st June, the closing date, the candidate will be duly
elected unopposed. In the event of there being one or more nominations a ballot
will take place.

FutureGrads Programme

On Friday 17th June 30 Year 7 students attended Coventry University as part of the FutureGrads
programme. The first stop was the Lanchester library to take part in a workshop learning about
the skills needed to be a successful university student and identifying famous faces that would
make brilliant students. Our Year 7s were pleased to learn they are already developing lots of the
desired characteristics of through embodying PRIDE values. Students then took full advantage of
the sun on their campus tour viewing the Sport and Exercise building, Paramedical Science
simulators and flight simulators and a decommissioned Harrier Jet in the Engineering building.
The tour culminated in lunch in the SU. Students then took part in a second workshop, this time
learning about university clubs and societies. Our students then created and presented their plans
for their very own society.
Well done to all students who took part, but particularly Hosnah, Emmanuel and Ayman who were
rewarded with Coventry University merchandise for their outstanding contributions throughout the
day.

Year 10s Prepare to Meet the Professionals

As part of our commitment to enabling all of our students to build brighter futures, we have a
very exciting careers event taking place next month for all students in Year 10 as part of their
INSPIRE week. On this day, Monday 18th July, a number of accomplished employers and business
professionals will be joining us from across a wide variety of industries to share their careers
journey, life lessons and top-tips for our students. Students will have the chance to meet engineers,
computer scientists, physiotherapists, politicians and medical doctors.
One of our very special visitors on this day is Barr’s Hill Alumni, Alison Rose. Alison has had a
phenomenal career since leaving Barr’s Hill and describes herself as a civil servant, diplomat, and
senior academic administrator. She is the current Principal of Newnham College at Cambridge
University and was formerly the British Ambassador to Belgium.
We are looking forward to welcoming Alison and our other business professionals to Barr’s Hill
School on this day.

“Barr’s Hill gave me
a love of learning and a
curiosity about people which
got me where I am today.
And provided music
and sport activities to
show there is more
to life than work!”

Alison Rose

Principal of Newnham College, Cambridge University and
Former British Ambassador to Belgium.
Cambridge University
Photo taken by Fernando Manoso

Alumni Network

Student Book Review

This week’s review has been written by Livia-Andreea G from 8H
Book: Dork Diaries: Once upon a Dork by Rachel Renee Russell
Livia-Andreea says: I like this book a lot because I feel like it was planned out really
well and the fairy-tale part was my favourite. If I were to rate this book I would give
it 5 stars. I really like this book because it’s different from the other ‘real life scenarios’
in the other books.
Rating: 5/5

Book of the Week
The Black Flamingo by Dean Atta
ZPD: 4.7
Recommended reading age: 14+
Description: This is not about being ready, it’s
not even about being fierce, or fearless, it’s about
being free. Michael waits in the stage wings,
wearing a pink wig, pink fluffy coat and black
heels. One more step will see him illuminated by
spotlight. He has been on a journey of bravery to
get here, and he is almost ready to show himself
to the world in bold colours.. Can he emerge as
The Black Flamingo?

Barr’s Hill School
Radford Road
Coventry
CV1 4BU

W: www.barrshill.coventry.sch.uk
E: schooladmin@barrshill.coventry.sch.uk
T: 024 7623 4600
@BH_Coventry

