NEWSletter
23rd September | 2022

Headteacher’s
Message
A shortened
week this week
after the events
on Monday.
An important
national moment whatever
your views on the
monarchy and certainly
one that was handled
sensitively and explored
well by students in school.
Shorter although a busy
start!
Hopefully Year 11 parents
found the parents evening
on Tuesday useful - crucial
information was shared
around how we can work
together to support the
students in this critical
year of their education.
Meanwhile other years
are equally busy, it was
wonderful to see the
Attenborough Academy
dissecting hearts this
week while sport has
started fast with the Trust
Cup being hosted at Barr’s

Hill. Applications are
flying in all over the school
for student leadership
positions whilst the first
few trips of the year have
already gone out. Please
do look closely at the
enrichment opportunities
for your child, you can find
them in the weekly emails
from your child’s Hub
team. There is so much
on offer and we want all of
our students to be busy.
As we all face challenges
at home with the cost of
living crisis and so much
uncertainty nationally
and internationally, not
least our families directly
or indirectly affected by
the serious flooding in
Pakistan, we make our
usual offer as a school.
Parents may well be
surprised at what we
can do to help, and if
we can help, we will.
Please talk to us with any
issues or concerns, we
do not want any of our
students to miss out on
any opportunities because

of cost or availability.
This includes things like
Uniform and the amazing
food parcels we are able
to provide in conjunction
with our fantastic partners
at Langar Aid. If you have
any questions or concerns
at all your first port of call
is your child’s Hub Team contact details are below.
Please do get in touch.
Bridge - Mrs Hayer
hayer.a@barrshill.
coventry.sch.uk
The Gateway - Mr Smith
smith.l9@barrshill.
coventry.sch.uk
Year 9 - Mr Mahon
mahon.s@barrshill.
coventry.sch.uk
Year 10 - Mrs Bradbury
bradbury.j1@barrshill.
coventry.sch.uk
Year 11 - Miss Wright
wright.v@barrshill.
coventry.sch.uk
Post 16 - Miss Wilcox
wilcox.a@barrshill.
coventry.sch.uk
Mr C Jupp

Bronze Duke of Edinburgh
Welcome to our new Bronze Duke of Edinburgh cohort! Zoe,
Macey, Laraib, Amelia M, Zara, Adelina, Musa, Victoria, Molly,
Sofia, Lex, Umarr, Liv, Alfie P, Kennedy, Joel, Ishmael, Sam,
Ayesha, Stanley, Fahd, Filip and Natalia in Year 9 who are
beginning their Bronze DofE journey with us this week and will
have the opportunity to develop PRIDE and engagement with the
opportunities available to them. The students have 4 sections
to work on: Physical, Skill, Volunteering and Expedition. Staff
at Barr’s Hill will mentor and support the students in all the
sections and we look forward to celebrating their success as
they progress through the Award!

Barr’s Hill Basketball
This week our Y7 basketball teams competed in their first official tournament of the Trust Cup. This
was the first competitive game for many of the students involved and they were very excited and
equally nervous. Stoke Park and President Kennedy arrived and before long we were ready to tip
off. The games were extremely competitive with students from all schools putting on high class
performances and showcasing their basketball skills. Our students worked well as a team, showed
excellent sportsmanship , and scored some excellent baskets.
The girls games were fierce with all teams putting in 100% effort and we saw some exceptional
performances from our girls. The boys games were tough and highly competitive with our boys
showing great determination to score and defend. We are extremely proud of all of our students
who took part in the tournament, and are looking forward to helping them develop their basketball
skills, and for the future games that they have this year.
Barr’s Hill are currently in second place in the Trust Cup and we are looking forward to our next
tournament which will be football.
We run a community basketball session every Wednesday at Barr’s Hill for ages 8-13 from 5pm6pm, and ages 14+ from 6pm-7pm. This session is free to all Barr’s Hill students. If any students
are interested then they should meet in the main reception every Wednesday.
We also run a community basketball session on a Saturday
morning in partnership with Coventry Elite Basketball. Ages 8-13
can attend between 9am-10am, and 14+ from 10am-11am. This
session costs £2.
If students would like any further information about basketball
then they should speak to Miss Marks.

Enrichment

We offer a huge and diverse range of Sports, Creative Performance and Service
opportunities. See below for all the options available for the Autumn Term.
https://www.barrshill.coventry.sch.uk/enrichment/

Twycross Zoo Trip
Year 9 visited Tywcross Zoo to improve their knowledge of ecosystems which they have been
learning about in science lessons. They saw a variety of animals and attended a workshop on
biodiversity and the importance of conservation.

Science Club this week

This week in Science Club:
Year 7 dissected a heart
Year 8 investigated fingerprints
Year 9 & 10 viewed their cheek cells under the microscope
Marie Curie-ousity Academy started to plan their own science club

PARENT GOVERNOR VACANCY
We currently have a vacancy for a parent governor at our school and invite you to stand
for election or to nominate another parent to do so. This is a fantastic opportunity for
you to become more involved in the life of the school. Governors play a significant role in
the work of the school and the role, whilst demanding, is very interesting and rewarding.
The governing body works in partnership with and in support of the school. It also sets a
high standard of expectation and ambition which helps to drive forward the work of the
staff and create a brighter future for our students. Governors need not be experts in the
field of education. What they do need is an interest in the school and the welfare of the
children.
If you would like to find out more about the role, please contact our Chair of
Governors Tony Fitzpatrick who will be delighted to talk to you. He can be contacted
via chairofgovs@barrshill.coventry.sch.uk. Should only one expression of interest
be received by 30th September, the closing date, the candidate will be duly elected
unopposed. In the event of there being one or more nominations a ballot will take place.

Cleaner vacancy
available now!
We are seeking to appoint a professional and motivated colleague to work as part
of the team responsible for maintaining a high level of cleanliness, hygiene and
presentation throughout Barr’s Hill School.
Grade 1 £6,436.35 pro rata per annum
15 hours per week: Monday to Friday 3:00pm to 6:00pm
You will be expected to undertake cleaning duties in an efficient and effective manner
and to adopt a customer focussed approach to your work. You will be committed to
building brighter futures and able to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding
both of working practices, equipment and materials in relation to cleaning, and of the
importance of health and safety and hygiene in the school environment.
The link to the cleaner vacancy, job description and the application form is on the
job vacancies page of the school website:
https://www.barrshill.coventry.sch.uk/vacancies/

Student Book Review

This week’s review has been written by Katie M from 11O
Book: Shoe Wars by Liz Pichon
Katie says: In Shoe town, an evil woman wants to conquer the shoe world but by doing this
she has to sabotage everyone else. The main thing she wants is flying shoes, and she will do
anything to get them. So when she discovers a family who have them, to what extent will she
go? Will she steal them or will the rightful owners claim the prize?
Rating: 5/5

Book of the Week
See Through Me by Kevin Brooks
ZPD: 6.1
Description: When 15-year-old Kenzie wakes up
in hospital in a darkened room, she’s in the
dark about what has happened to her too. The
doctors break the devastating news that she has
been struck down by a rare genetic condition
that means her skin has become transparent,
revealing everything inside of her- and Kenzie
feels repellent to look at. But when a medical
photo of her is leaked and goes viral, the press
attention is massive. How can Kenzie live like
this, when she doesn’t want to be seen at all?
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