
Headteacher’s 
Message

The weather 
remains chilly, 
although 
with that has 
come some 

lovely crisp clear winter 
mornings in the last week.  
The school site, despite 
the building work, looks 
beautiful with a dusting 
of frost on the trees.  
This week has been very 
important for Year 10 
as they start to receive 
feedback on their recent 
trial exams.  The process 
of understanding what 
they need to do to improve 
and how to go about 
making that improvement 
remain central to learning.  
Trial exam results and 
predicted grades will 
come out to parents soon.  
Meanwhile, year 11 are 
building to their next set 
of trial exams in 3 weeks 
time.  They should be 
revising hard.

For parents, one of 
our most powerful 

opportunities is coming 
up, Pride Showcase day on 
Wednesday 2nd February. 
Our showcase days give 
you detailed time to talk 
about your child and how 
they are doing in school.  
In order to make this 
possible students do not 
come into school that day, 
work will be set for them 
to complete at home.  In 
addition some Year 11 
and 13 students will be in 
school working on critical 
additional sessions with 
their teachers.  It is a real 
shame that we have again 
been forced into virtual 
appointments, we are very 
much looking forward 
to holding our July Pride 
Showcase day in person!  
Each student will be 
expected to make a speech 
or undergo an interview 
as part of the appointment 
(the exact nature varies 
depending on the year 
group).  Students have 
been preparing in school 
for this, it is a big moment 
for them and vital practice 
of formal presentation 
and interview skills that 
will come in useful as they 

look to build their brighter 
future when seeking 
external opportunities 
or progression.  
Appointments should be 
made with your child’s 
tutor or key adult.  If you 
are at all unsure please 
contact your childs 
Hub Leader in the first 
instance.

Mrs Hayer Y7 - hayer.a@
barrshill.coventry.sch.uk

Mr Barrett Y8 & 9 - 
barrett.p@barrshill.
coventry.sch.uk

Mrs Curtis Y10 - Curtis.E@
barrshill.coventry.sch.uk

Miss Wright Y11 - 
wright.v@barrshill.
coventry.sch.uk 

Mrs Dixon Post 16 - 
dixon.l@barrshill.coventry.
sch.uk

Also, a reminder that the 
school is closed for a 
Teacher Training day on 
Friday 28th January.

Mr C Jupp
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Aspirational Staff
If someone would have told me at secondary school that I would get to travel around the world 
to places such as China, France and Germany, doing something that I enjoy, making friends and 
representing Team England, I wouldn’t have believed it. That’s the influence and impact tenpin 

bowling has had on me.

 To most people, it is an activity to do for fun, but for me, its more than that. I have been bowling for 
20 years and if it wasn’t for me aspiring to be like a role model of mine, I would not be where I am 

today.

 Bowling for Warwickshire county for 17 years and Team England for 7 years is something I never 
thought I could achieve but through hard work and being determined, I achieved it.

 Representing both your county and country in sport and winning medals is a feeling that is hard 
to describe and something that I have a huge sense of pride in. I have won multiple gold, silver 

and bronze medals in both my junior and adult bowling career. This all takes a lot of practice and 
resilience but collecting the medals and competing at this level makes it all worth it.

 Never give up on your dreams because you never know how close you are to making them come 
true and achieving them.

Ms Gould - Bridge Pastoral Leader



Upcoming Music Events

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A MUSIC GROUP TO JOIN?
DO YOU PLAY AN INSTRUMENT OR SING?
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visit our website  www.coventrymusichub.co.uk for full details

WE HAVE SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE
WHATEVER YOU PLAY OR WHATEVER LEVEL YOU ARE
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PLUS LOTS OF EXCITING EVENTS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

ARE YOU AGED 5-18?
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As some of our year 7s start their second rotation in Art, 
they had the chance to make a creative colour wheel as 

their homework! Art met Science when Kuba did the skittles 
experiment. Unfortunately skittles don’t include blue in their 

packets so Kuba knew 1 primary colour was missing but how 
fab does it look? A balanced colour wheel with all the primary 

and secondary colours in order (except blue!).

 Would you like a go? Its really easy! Lay out the skittles 
around the edge of the plate. With a parent supervising, slowly 
pour warm water in to the centre of the plate until it reaches 
the skittles. Then wait and watch as the colouring from the 

skittles diffuses in to the centre of the plate. For other skittles 
experiments visit: 

https://www.toucanbox.com/activities/skittles-experiment

Art Rotation - Skittle Experiment



Exciting Enrichment Offers

We are delighted to be hosting the 3 x 3 Y9/10 Basketball competition for schools across 
Coventry and Warwickshire on Thursday 27th January. 

This is an exciting opportunity for us as a school and we are looking forward to welcoming 
a wealth of talent from across the city. The event is special as the Coventry team for the 

International Children’s Games will be selected at the competition on the 27th. We are hoping 
that some of our students will shine in the spotlight and be selected to represent Coventry. 

Currently there are 78 cities from 33 countries 
across 5 continents being represented at the 

games.

 ICG is a major event and the chance to represent 
the host city and compete in front of family and 

friends is a once in a lifetime opportunity. 

Keep an eye on future newsletters for further 
team updates.

3 X 3 Basketball Competition

Have you wanted to enter the bake off 
But haven’t been able to cook anything at home? 

Well now it’s your chance to enter by attending one of the 
Baking sessions 

When? 3.15 – 4.15pm on 
Wednesdays!

If you would like to attend one of the  
above dates please use the sign up 

sheet (located on the food room 
doors) to enter your name to confirm 

your place. 
Spaces on each session are limited and 

will be based on a first come first 
served basis. 

What is the Barr’s Hill Bake Off? 
• The BHBO is a Baking competition

open to all students at Barr’s Hill.
• Each month there will be an 

opportunity for students to enter 
their bakes for a chance to win the 
No.1 spot. 

• Each month will have a theme that 
students will need to work towards.

• Every entry to the BHBO will receive 
5 PRIDE Points

To enter you will need to send an image 
of your completed bake to Mr Hughes 
(hughes.j1@barrshill.Coventry.sch.uk) 

or Miss Low 
(low.k@barrshill.Coventry.sch.uk) by the 

last Friday of every month. 
Including your full name, year/tutor 
group and description of your bake. 

Starting from next week 
group will run on rotation 

due to capacity. 
Week 1 – Year 7 & 8

Week 2 – Year 9 & 10

 

 

 

 

HISTORY ENRICHMENT 
Your chance to win a nationally recognised award!  

 

The Historical Association historical fiction competition is a story 
writing competition held every year. This year we are looking for 
pupils from Year 7, 8 and 9 to take part and to be in for the chance 
to win this nationally recognised competition! 

What will you have to do? 

• Write a historically 
themed story. You can 
choose from your 
favourite periods of 
history! 

• The story must be 
between 400-3000 words.  

Where will this be? 

Thursday lunchtime     
Bridge 2                         
Starting 20th January.  

We will start these sessions 
by looking at examples of 
historical fiction to help with 
our own writing! 

PRIZE: a cash prize of £25, an engraved Bath Aqua Blue glass 
paperweight or bookmark and the chance to have your story read by 

people across the UK! 



Barr’s Hill School
Radford Road
Coventry
CV1 4BU

W: www.barrshill.coventry.sch.uk
E: schooladmin@barrshill.coventry.sch.uk
T: 024 7623 4600
     @BH_Coventry

Internationally celebrated cultural and political figures who were born or are associated with 
Coventry including George Eliot, EM Forster, Philip Larkin, The Specials, Susan Hill, Delia Derbyshire, 

Vanley Burke, Sarah Siddons, Ellen Terry, Billie Whitelaw, Graham Sutherland, John Piper and Mo 
Mowlam are featured in an exhibition of portraits on loan from the National Portrait Gallery at the 
Herbert Art Gallery & Museum in Coventry. The show Creative Connections opens on 4 March and 

runs until 30 May 2022. 

Some of our wonderful art students were lucky enough to work with artist Maryam Wahid to explore 
the portraits from the National Portrait Gallery’s Collection to celebrate the inspirational stories of 
people associated with Coventry. Maryam Wahid’s photographic portraits of the schoolchildren are 
included in the exhibition. Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Cambridge invited Maryam Wahid to 

judge the photography competition Hold Still for the National Portrait Gallery in 2020.

Francis Nielsen, Culture and Creative Director of the Herbert Art Gallery & Museum, said: “We 
are thrilled to be working with the National Portrait Gallery, artist Maryam Wahid and students 
from Barr’s Hill School to present Creative Connections at the Herbert this spring. An exhibition 

celebrating iconic people linked with Coventry seems an incredibly fitting show to have on display 
as we end our celebrations as UK City of Culture.”

National Portrait Gallery Exhibition

Task:
Produce 3 photographs based upon 

the theme,‘Colour in Nature’.

Competition age groups:

Intermediate    
Yr 7-9

Senior     
Yr 10-13

SCHOOL PRIZES
1ST PRIZE IN EACH AGE GROUP

£10 VOUCHER OF YOUR CHOICE AND A 
FRAMED COPY OF YOUR IMAGE

2ND& 3RD PRIZE
£5 VOUCHER OF YOUR CHOICE

ROTARY CLUB PRIZE
£50 

All entries receive a certificate

The photos can be colour or black and white and must each be separately printed on photographic paper. Each print, 
including any mount, should be no larger than A4 size. Mobile Phones may be used to take a photo.

In addition, each entrant should provide a brief sentence of what each photograph represents in relation to the theme.

All entries to the Rotary competition must be digitally submitted. 

Closing date:  Friday 11th February 2022

Entries to Mrs. Stafford in ART1/BR7 or via email Stafford.a1@barrshill.coventry.sch.uk


