
Headteacher’s 
Message

There has been 
more amazing 
success for 
Barr’s Hill 
students on a 

national stage this week. 
Congratulations to Year 
12 students, Imama, 
Fharidah and Alina, who 
were commended for 
their performance in the 
recent Biology Olympiad - 
a significant achievement 
that will no doubt look 
fantastic on your CVs and 
your university personal 
statements. Meanwhile 
two of our brilliant Year 
10 students, Keanu and 
Izzy, have had their writing 
shortlisted as part of the 
Orwell Youth Prize for 
fiction writing. Their work 
was ranked in the top 40 
entries out of 450. This 
is stunning and we wish 
them well for the 9th July 
event where the winners 

will be announced. In 
addition to this, Bridge 
student Sami won the 
Coventry Rotary prize for 
photography! All of these 
fantastic achievements 
highlight the school’s 
ongoing academic 
reputation that stretches 
back to when the school 
first opened in 1908 as a 
Grammar School. 

This week’s newsletter 
again highlights just 
how busy our students 
are as the end of term 
approaches. We said 
goodbye to Year 11 and 13 
with their final assemblies, 
the Year 11 prom and 
final exams. We will miss 
them, but we look forward 
to welcoming almost all 
of Year 11 back for their 
transition to P16 Select 
on Wednesday 6th July 
2022. Year 10 and 12 have 
sat major trial exams 
this week. Teachers are 
marking fast and the 
crucial feedback will 

start next week.  This 
is so important for the 
students to know precisely 
where they are at in their 
examination courses and 
what they need to do to 
improve as they start Year 
11 and Year 13 and the 
final run in. 

INSPIRE week starts week 
beginning Monday 18th 
July. Each year group has a 
huge range of exciting trips 
and learning experiences 
on offer.  Please make sure 
that you have completed 
all the necessary 
permissions to ensure you 
child does not miss out. If 
the cost of anything is a 
barrier (the cost of living is 
a very real issue for us all 
at present) please talk to 
your child’s Hub Team, we 
will do anything we can to 
support and we are very 
clear that we do not want 
any child to miss out on 
the basis of cost. 
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The Orwell Youth Prize
We have recently been delighted 

to hear that two of our Year 10 

students have had their writing 

shortlisted for the national Orwell 

Youth Prize! This is a highly 

prestigious and competitive 

prize and our students have 

been shortlisted in the top 

10% of all entrants. This is a 

fantastic opportunity for them 

and has allowed them to expand 

their writing skills beyond the 

classroom. We wish them all the 

best of luck in the final judging!

PARENT GOVERNOR VACANCY
We currently have a vacancy for a parent governor at our school and invite you to stand 

for election or to nominate another parent to do so. This is a fantastic opportunity for 
you to become more involved in the life of the school. Governors play a significant role in 
the work of the school and the role, whilst demanding, is very interesting and rewarding. 
The governing body works in partnership with and in support of the school. It also sets a 
high standard of expectation and ambition which helps to drive forward the work of the 
staff and create a brighter future for our students. Governors need not be experts in the 
field of education. What they do need is an interest in the school and the welfare of the 

children.

If you would like to find out more about the role, please contact our Chair of 
Governors Tony Fitzpatrick who will be delighted to talk to you. He can be contacted 
via chairofgovs@barrshill.coventry.sch.uk. Should only one expression of interest be 

received by 31st June, the closing date, the candidate will be duly elected unopposed. In 
the event of there being one or more nominations a ballot will take place.

50 students from Year 8 attended the Big Bang Fair at 
the NEC this week. They had the opportunity to engage 

in STEM workshops and see applications of STEM in 
different careers.



Transitioning to the Bridge
On Wednesday 29th June, 19 of our new Bridge students that will be joining us in September 2022, 

on their own or in a very small group from their own primary school, were able to attend a bespoke 

transition event at Coventry Transport Museum. Supported by 6 of our current Bridge students who 

are members of our Junior Leadership Team, students from our new cohort were able to take part 

in fun activities that enabled them to make friends and develop confidence. Solving the ‘Mystery at 

the Museum’ activity, exploring the exhibitions of classic cars, Coventry culture, alternative modes of 

transport as well as Coventry during World War 2 all took part in the morning. In the afternoon team 

building activities such as ‘The Floor is Lava’ and engineering bridges from a range of materials 

offered further opportunities to work with new individuals. 

The day was a huge success and all students went away knowing at least 1 new person they will 

be part of the Bridge with in September. Certificates and prizes were awarded to all involved and a 

huge thank you to our current Bridge JLT mentors.

Congratulations to the Year 12 Biologist 
who competed in the Biology Olympiad. 

Special congratulations to Imama H 
who has been highly commended for 
her performance and Fharidah B and 
Alina H who have been commended.

The British Biology Olympiad



Rotary 
Photography 

Awards
It is with great pleasure we 

announce that on Saturday 

25th June, our Bridge student 

Sami was able to collect his 

framed certificate and prize 

for winning the Intermediate 

category of the 2022 Rotary 

Photography Awards. The 

presentation took place 

at the beautiful Earsldon 

library and both the Junior 

and Intermediate winners 

were able to receive their 

prize from members of the 

Coventry Rotary Club. 

Congratulations Sami on 

your superb achievement.



Festival On The Close
On Tuesday and Wednesday a number of our Year 7 and 9 students were invited to join Rugby 

School students in their annual end of term celebration week Festival On The Close. Across the two 

days students took part in a range of workshops delivered by word renowned experts including 

Playwriting with Sober Riot Theatre, flower arranging with Filth Florists, Arabic calligraphy, bamboo 

construction, physical theatre mask workshop with VAMOS Theatre, Bollywood dancing, sugar craft 

with Art by Purnima and roller skiing. It was great to see our students working and interacting with 

professionals and students and staff from the Rugby school learning new skills. Students were also 

able to watch a Terrible Tudors performance by Horrible Histories. 

All students had a great time with Mathusa sharing “We got to take part in activities we may never 

get the opportunities to do again, it’s been brilliant”.

All professionals and Rugby School staff remarked on how brilliant our students were with one 

member of staff exclaiming “Your students were fantastic yesterday, we can not wait to have you 

back.” We are so proud of the way our students embraced this experience and showed great PRIDE 

throughout the two days.
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This week’s review has been written by Anneliese R from 7L

Book: To Wake The Dead

Anneliese says: A boy named Grant was invited to see a horror movie in a theatre 
that was not normal. When he went in it was so fancy but at the end the room 
was covered in dust and cobwebs. And he met a girl named Ruthie who was a 

ghost.

Rating: 5/5

Student Book Review

Proud: Stories, Poetry and Art on the 
theme of Pride by Juno Dawson

ZPD: 5.3

Description: A stirring, bold and 
moving anthology of stories and poetry 

by top LGBTQ+ YA authors and new 
talent, giving their unique responses 
to the broad theme of pride. Each 

story has an illustration by an artist 
identifying as part of the LGBTQ+ 

community.

Book of the Week


