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Headteacher’s
Message
As a school,
we express
our deepest
sympathies for
the passing of
HM Queen Elizabeth II. Her
dedication to the UK, other
realms and territories
is unparalleled and we
thank her for her service.
Barr’s Hill will observe the
mourning period whilst
continuing to support
our students, families
and staff. We shared the
news with our students
on Friday and gave them
an opportunity to discuss
and ask questions about
HM Queen Elizabeth II and
her life. We also held a
minute’s silence on Friday
as a school community to
allow staff and students to
reflect on the news.
Whatever our views on
the monarchy, HM Queen
Elizabeth II was a fixed
point in our lives, a figure

of continuity when all
around was constantly
changing. As the writer
Jonathan Freedland said:
We enter a new future
now. There will be a
different head on the coin,
different words for the
national anthem. The one
element in our collective
life that was consistently,
reliably the same has
gone. Many will be
mourning a woman they
once saw visit a school or
open a hospital; the sender
of a birthday telegram to a
parent or grandparent; the
incarnation of the crown
that their son or daughter
swore an oath, and risk
their life, to defend. There
will be talk of the national
values she embodied.
But millions will now be
mourning something
more intimate and more
precious: the loss of
someone who was a
permanent fixture for
their – our – entire lives.
Her death will prompt

memories of all that has
passed these last 70
years, and all those others
whom we have loved
and lost. There is a grief
contained within grief. And
in that very act, we mourn
for ourselves’.
We have now been
informed that the funeral
of HM Queen Elizabeth
II will take place on
Monday 19th September
and we have been asked
by the Department for
Education (DFE) to close
for the day in line with all
other schools and public
institutions nationally.
School will be open as
normal on Tuesday 20th
September at the normal
time of 8.40am. We will
continue supporting the
students within our school
community throughout
this week.
Mr C Jupp

Summer Basketball Camp
This summer we were delighted to host our first Summer Basketball Camp in partnership
with Coventry Elite Basketball Club. The camp ran from 30th August to the 2nd September and
welcomed students from Barr’s Hill and the local community.
During the sessions players worked on developing their fundamental basketball skills such
as shooting, passing and dribbling and were able to work in small groups with our volunteer
coaches. They were then able to test the skills they had learnt and played lots of mini games and
tournaments throughout the week.
As well as playing basketball all players were offered a nutritious lunch and learnt about the
importance of eating 5 portions of fruit and vegetables a day, and other nutrition facts such as why
we need a balance of carbohydrates, proteins and fats in our diet.
At the end of the week all players were given a drinks bottle and basketball to keep so they can
continue to play in their own time. Prizes such as vouchers and England 3x3 basketball shirts were
also given out to players nominated by the coaches for their effort throughout the week.
We would like to thank our volunteer coaches for running the sessions throughout the camp. Many
of the volunteers attend Post 16 Select at Barr’s Hill and are working towards getting their Level
1 Basketball Coaching qualification. They were superb and are a real inspiration to the younger
players.
We are offering community basketball sessions every Saturday at Barr’s Hill school in partnership
with Coventry Elite Basketball. Ages 7-13 can attend 9am-10am, and 14-18 year olds 10am-11am.
Sessions cost £2 per player and students from the school and the wider local community are
welcome to attend.

Gold Duke of Edinburgh
Aadil, Pavan, Gaurav and Narcis have completed their Gold Duke of Edinburgh qualifying expedition
in Cadar Idris, Snowdonia, Wales during the final week of the summer holidays. The participants had
planned and prepared for the expedition, which at Gold level is a real step up from any other level of
DofE done before! Amongst many of the challenges they faced, the weather was changeable on all
days with a mixture of thunder storms mixed with sunshine.
Across their 4 day expedition the team, named ‘Team Gradient’, walked an average of 20km every
day and the average height climbed was huge! Despite blisters and tiredness, the Year 13 students
performed exceptionally well and they have to be commended for their continual team spirit. Well
done to all 4 students and we look forward to them being the first Barr’s Hill students to achieve the
full Gold Award.

PARENT GOVERNOR VACANCY
We currently have a vacancy for a parent governor at our school and invite you to stand
for election or to nominate another parent to do so. This is a fantastic opportunity for
you to become more involved in the life of the school. Governors play a significant role in
the work of the school and the role, whilst demanding, is very interesting and rewarding.
The governing body works in partnership with and in support of the school. It also sets a
high standard of expectation and ambition which helps to drive forward the work of the
staff and create a brighter future for our students. Governors need not be experts in the
field of education. What they do need is an interest in the school and the welfare of the
children.
If you would like to find out more about the role, please contact our Chair of
Governors Tony Fitzpatrick who will be delighted to talk to you. He can be contacted
via chairofgovs@barrshill.coventry.sch.uk. Should only one expression of interest
be received by 30th September, the closing date, the candidate will be duly elected
unopposed. In the event of there being one or more nominations a ballot will take place.

Movin’ On Up 2022

August 2022 saw our annual Bridge transition summer school, Movin’ On Up, return for our new
students who joined us last week. The week of activities was accessed by 102 of our new Bridge
students, offering a range of activities such as escape rooms, pizza making, painting, poetry, sports
day, visit to the seaside, creating dream catchers, tug of war challenges, parachute games, talking
points discussions, scavenger hunts, team quiz, a bbq and ice cream van!
We are unbelievably proud of the summer school which began in 2012, however rather than us tell
you about the summer school, please read the parent survey comments and results.
We asked both new students and parents and carers how nervous students felt about starting
secondary school, after all it is a big step for all our children. Student’s confidence increased from
a score (out of 5) of 2.89 before summer school to 4.31 after attending. From a parent’s perspective
2.96 increasing to 4.0.
100% of parents and carers said their children felt safe during the duration of summer school. 100%
of children made at least 1 new friend during the week, with the average number of new friends
being 3.
Some parent comments:

Our child really enjoyed it and loved the range of different activities and learning new things
Our child has thrived being at summer school. She’s made new friends from other schools and can’t wait
to start
I think this has been a great help for my son as he struggles with meeting new friends as he is shy.
Movin’ on Up has brought him out of his shell and given him more confidence
Summer school is a wonderful idea and has worked really well in helping My son get used to a new
routine, new faces, and having fun! I feel better for him attending and I know he has enjoyed it
Some student comments:

I really enjoyed it and the food was lovely and just enough, the activities where enjoyable I really
enjoyed myself and made a few new friends
I really enjoyed it and got to make some new friends. I definitely relaxed more towards starting school
and I’m looking forward to starting instead of being worried about it.
So, if you have read this far, all that is left to say is a MASSIVE thank you to the staff who supported
MoU this year, for the time and effort they put in to making all 102 children feel safe, cared for and
confident in their transition to secondary school.

Cleaner vacancy
available now!
We are seeking to appoint a professional and motivated colleague to work as part
of the team responsible for maintaining a high level of cleanliness, hygiene and
presentation throughout Barr’s Hill School.
Grade 1 £6,436.35 pro rata per annum
15 hours per week: Monday to Friday 3:00pm to 6:00pm
You will be expected to undertake cleaning duties in an efficient and effective manner
and to adopt a customer focussed approach to your work. You will be committed to
building brighter futures and able to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding
both of working practices, equipment and materials in relation to cleaning, and of the
importance of health and safety and hygiene in the school environment.
The link to the cleaner vacancy, job description and the application form is on the
job vacancies page of the school website:
https://www.barrshill.coventry.sch.uk/vacancies/

Student Book Review

This week’s review has been written by Harman G from 8CA
Book: Stay a Little Longer by Bali Rai
Harman says: The books is called ‘Stay a Little Longer’ and is about a girl whose
father dies and then he meets an old man who has a worse secret about how he
lived with his family but mysteriously disappears.
Rating: 5/5

Book of the Week
The Boy at the Back of the Class by
Onjali Q. Rauf
ZPD: 5.4
Description: When a new boy joins their
class, a group of children try to befriend
him. They soon learn that Ahmet is a
refugee and has been separated from his
family. None of the grown-ups seem to
be able to help him, so the friends come
up with a daring plan, embarking on an
extraordinary adventure.
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