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Headteacher’s
Message
The new half
term has
got off to a
flying start
with students
producing excellent work
inside and outside of the
classroom.
Year 11 and 13 have
returned from their break
focussed and ready to
perform at their best in
their ongoing exams. Keep
up the good work – it will
all be worth it! Thank you
again to our staff who gave
up their half term break to
provide revision sessions
and who are continuing
to provide phenomenal
revision support to their
students before school, at
break times, lunch times
and afterschool.
Year 10 and 12 students
are also preparing for a
crucial set of trial exams,

week commencing 27th
June. Revision and exam
timetables have been
distributed and we are
looking forward to seeing
how our students perform.
On Monday, we welcomed
a number of engineers
from the University of
Warwick who ran exciting
workshops with all 180 of
our Year 7 students. Our
students really enjoyed
themselves and enjoyed
the challenge provided
by the academics from
Warwick. On Wednesday,
we had serving personnel
from the Army on site
working with Year 8
students to develop
students’ team building
and leadership skills.
Read more about both
of these events later on
in this newsletter. Lastly,
on Wednesday evening,
our Drama Society
performed to over 300
guests at the Belgrade
Theatre as part of Highly

Sprung Theatre’s Changing
Climates Festival. Their
performance was high
class and we are incredibly
proud of what they have
achieved. More to come
on this in next week’s
newsletter.
A reminder that we have
PRIDE showcase day on
Wednesday 13th July. You
can book appointments
between 7am and 7pm and
these will be taking place
on our site. Please see the
letters that have been sent
out from your child’s hub.
Another reminder to
parents to return any
consent forms and make
any payments for activities
during Inspire Week
as soon as possible. If
you have any questions
or concerns please do
contact your child’s Hub
Director who will be happy
to support you.
Mr C Jupp

Year 12 Students Continue To Make Positive Impact Across The City
We continue to be incredibly proud of our Year 12 students following their hugely successful work
experience placements a few weeks ago.
Three of our students, Hawa, Hammad and Raheema spent the week at Coventry charity ‘Carriers
of Hope’ and their CEO, Sue Sampson, sent us a truly heart-warming message during half term
to express her gratitude. She said: ‘I wanted to let you know the after effect of the young people’s
placements with us. It went so well, but the REALLY pleasing thing is that the young people have
continued to be with us. Yesterday Hawa was at the Worldfoods Food Hub on the reception desk
and she was such an asset! She was using her Italian language to interpret for a Romanian woman
in great need. It was a total joy to behold! And today she was at our shop in City Arcade to help out
there. Thank you so much. We have 3 new supporters and friends.’
We caught up with Hawa this week who said: “Since this week of work experience, I have
continued working with Carriers of Hope. During half-term holiday, I helped out at the Food Hub.
I registered people as they came in, greeted them with a smile and ensured they felt comfortable
to be there and to shop for their families. I also translated for a lady who couldn’t speak English
who was new to the Food Hub. I’ve made loads of friends from this experience and I still keep in
touch with the other volunteers and think they will be friends for life!”
It is great to hear how beneficial these work experiences placements have been for our students
and what an impact they are having on those they worked with and wider society. Well done to all!

PARENT GOVERNOR VACANCY
We currently have a vacancy for a parent governor at our school and invite you
to stand for election or to nominate another parent to do so. This is a fantastic
opportunity for you to become more involved in the life of the school. Governors
play a significant role in the work of the school and the role, whilst demanding,
is very interesting and rewarding. The governing body works in partnership
with and in support of the school. It also sets a high standard of expectation and
ambition which helps to drive forward the work of the staff and create a brighter
future for our students. Governors need not be experts in the field of education.
What they do need is an interest in the school and the welfare of the children.
If you would like to find out more about the role, please contact our Chair of
Governors Tony Fitzpatrick who will be delighted to talk to you. He can be
contacted via chairofgovs@barrshill.coventry.sch.uk. Should only one expression
of interest be received by 31st June, the closing date, the candidate will be duly
elected unopposed. In the event of there being one or more nominations a ballot
will take place.

Visit from the British Army
Soldiers from the British Army were again back in our school
this week to work with Year 8 students. The aim of the morning
was to develop the groups team building, communication,
problem solving and leadership skills. Sessions were led by
serving personnel from the British Army from a variety of job
roles including PTI, Medic and Infantry. Students were able to
speak to the soldiers about their careers and what life is like
serving in the military.

Y8 JR NBA

During the last week of term our Y8 JR NBA team played in a semi-final match against Bishop
Challoner school. This is the first time any of our Jr NBA teams have reached a semi-final, so we
were super proud of the boys achievements. We had a 45minute journey to the school and the boys
were in good spirits despite having 2 of our players injured.
We were slow to get going in the first quarter and only managed to score one basket in 8 minutes,
an all time low for the team. We were trailing 8-3 and needed to pick ourselves up and go into the
second quarter fighting. After a quick drinks break and team talk we managed to get ourselves
back in the game and went in level at 11-11 at half time. In the 3rd quarter Bishop Challoner took
advantage of our lapse in concentration and were back in the lead. The boys could feel the prospect
of getting to the final slipping away and put in a huge effort in the last quarter.
Unfortunately it wasn’t the ending that we hoped for and although we were the better team, we lost
by 3 points with the final score ending at 20-17. The team were disheartened as they desperately
wanted to make it through
to the final but should be
extremely proud of making it
through to the semi final, an
all time high for Barr’s Hill in
the Jr NBA competition.
The basketball season has
come to a close now but we
have an exciting pre season
training planned, and we
are looking forward to next
season when the boys will
be competing in the Coventry
League, and the English
Schools Basketball League.

Final Year 7 Canoe Session

Wednesday evening saw the end of the Year 7 canoe sessions. Our students finished on a high, they
all successfully paddled through the bridge backwards. Following this they made a raft where they
held onto each other’s canoe’s, this allowed them to support each other’s canoe whilst they took it
in turns to stand up and turnaround before sitting back down in their canoe. They all managed to
do this successfully despite a strong wind that constantly tried to push us back down to the canal
basin. Every student who has taken part in the programme is now proficient on the water and has
shown great confidence. This wouldn’t be possible without Nigel and his team at West Mercia Canoe
club.

Year 12 Chemistry Warwick Trip
Year 12 chemistry
students attended
Warwick University
to participate in
an Undergraduate
workshop to get
hands-on experience
with analytical
techniques they have
been learning in
lesson.

Year 7 Athletics

This Wednesday the Year 7 athletics team competed in the district championships, a qualifying
event to give the younger students the chance to experience participating in several rounds and the
process of competing and qualification.
Many of our students have qualified for the next round with eight Year 8’s and nine Year 7’s to be
confirmed. There were many triumphs across the two meets and gutsy performances from the
students. Both competitions started with a bang. Zane S and Wisdom D both got the competitions
off to a flying start in the first event of the day which was the hurdles, taking the win by a
convincing margin and executing their races to perfection. In the sprints we also had some strong
performances from Kaysen M and Maryam A taking second and third place.
On the field, one student who was nothing short of outstanding was Noble A who won both Year 7 &
Year 8 competitions in the high jump with a best jump of 1.45, a Year 7 record. We also had brilliant
performances from Praveen in the field qualifying for the next round in the shotput and javelin. The
final performance of the day came from the standing triple jump where Ebraheem J went out to
over 7m and took second place to secure his spot on the next round. We look forward to seeing both
Year 7 and 8 qualifiers take it to the next level in the final round which will be district finals on 22nd
June.

Bridge Transition Afternoon Tea

In September 2022 we are pleased to say we will have a full cohort of 180 students joining us from
across the city to begin their 7 year journey at Barrs Hill School. We have a bespoke transition
programme that begins at Easter of Year 6 for those students. We have already visited many of our
feeder primary schools to introduce ourselves to our new Bridge cohort, and yesterday we were
able to host an afternoon tea at Joseph Cash for the 20 students transitioning to us, their parents
and carers, Bridge staff and Joseph Cash staff. The afternoon allowed for us to come together
and discuss students transition, answer any questions and worries that students or parents may
have as well as providing a familiar face for the families. The food was exceptional, provided by a
local company ‘Brads Bakes’ which is based in Coundon, Coventry! Joseph Cash students were so
excited to have this opportunity and it was fantastic to have such a strong bond with staff to allow
this to happen. To follow
this we have a STEM day
with selected students at
Coventry Transport Museum,
an afternoon tea at Barrs
Hill School with selected
students and parents, our
transition evening and
city wide transition day,
a foot golf competition at
War Memorial Park and
our bespoke Movin’ On Up
summer school.

Students Make STEM Connections
All 180 of our Year 7 students took part in a series of engineering challenges on Tuesday, led by
Warwick University and their fantastic team of academics from their STEM connections programme.
On the same day, 30 of our Year 9 students begin the first of three Royal Institution of Engineering
Masterclasses, again led by colleagues from Warwick University.
Students used Robots to move batteries from one cell to another, they generated voltage using the
heat from their hands and made up complex chemistry compounds including Ibuprofen!
We are very grateful for the support of Professor Margaret Low who is Director of Outreach and
Widening Participation for WMG (Warwick Manufacturing Group) and we look forward to working
with Margaret and her team again.

Year 10s Prepare to Meet the Professionals
As part of our commitment to enabling all of our students to build brighter futures, we have a very
exciting careers event taking place next month for all students in Year 10 as part of their INSPIRE
week.
On this day, Monday 18th July, a number of accomplished employers and business professionals
will be joining us from across a wide variety of industries to share their careers journey, life lessons
and top-tips for our students.
Students will have the chance to meet engineers, computer scientists, physiotherapists, politicians
and medical doctors.
One of our visitors on this day is Barr’s Hill Alumni, Dr Amrit Thiara. Dr Thiara currently works
as a NHS doctor specialising in Anaesthetics alongside running his own cosmetic practice, Tiara
Aesthetics. He graduated in 2014 from Keele Medical School with an Honours & distinction. As a
fully qualified doctor he has worked in the NHS gaining experience in A&E, Surgery, Intensive care
and Medicine.
We are looking forward to welcoming Dr Thiara and our other business professionals to Barr’s Hill
School on this day

Amrit Thiara
Anaesthetic Doctor
Keele University

“Being a pupil at Barr’s Hill has
been invaluable to me both in
terms of my career success as well
as the person I have gone on to
become. The support, education
and opportunities that the school
provided me allowed me to excel
academically at the school and
later in life. I also gained
important lessons such as discipline,
hard work, punctuality and leadership
thanks to the excellent teachers and
their caring nature.”

Alumni Network

Student Book Review
This week’s review has been written by Aaron A from 7M
Book: Beastly Basketball by Lauren Johnson
Aaron says: I recommend this book to people who enjoy comics and sports. This book is
about a team who win a game at the end of the season. When they look for new
players, Joe decides to try his second favourite activity and joins the team and uses his
experience in marital arts to bring out the best. They started to continue to get better.
Rating: 4/5

Book of the Week
Lying About Last Summer by Sue Wallman
ZPD: 4.9
Description: A nail-biting teen thriller that will have
you gripped from start to finish. Skye’s sister died
last year in a tragic accident, so this summer Skye’s
parents think that a camp for troubled teenagers
might help her process her grief. All of the kids at the
summer camp have lost someone close, but the last
thing Skye wants to do is think about the past. But
when Skye starts receiving text messages from someone
pretending to be her dead sister, she knows that past
can’t be avoided. Someone at the camp is making sure
of it - but who, and how far will they go?
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