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Picture taken at Long Mynd, Shropshire, during this weekends Gold Duke of Edinburgh residential.

Headteacher’s
Message
Some Year
11 students
had their first
taste of real
external exams
this week in Business
Studies and Health and
Social Care. Well done
to all the students for
engaging so well with all
the additional support
from their teachers to help
them prepare. Meanwhile
trial exams also started in
all subjects for the whole
year group and continue
next week.

The highlight this week
was probably the visit
of Joel Fearon to The
Bridge. An actual real
Olympic medallist in
school! Amazing! I know
the students were inspired
and we hope that the
schools Athletics Academy
will continue to go from
strength to strength now it
has Olympic backing.
Well done as well to Mr
Hughes our fantastic Food
and Nutrition teacher who
won a prestigious cooking
competition.
Meanwhile our Gold DofE
group had their first taste

of expedition training last
weekend, they acquitted
themselves well and
showed that they have the
skills for the challenges to
come, we will watch with
interest.
Some Year 9 students this
week have been forming
and solving equations with
angles in parallel lines in
their Maths lessons, a real
challenge and one that
shows the level they are
working at. Well done!
Mr C Jupp

Gold Duke of Edinburgh Residential
As we venture in to our second year of the Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award here at Barrs
Hill School, 13 of our Year 12 students embarked on a training weekend in Long Mynd,
Shropshire, to help them prepare for their expedition section. With sessions delivered on
topics such as first aid, cooking on a trangia, the correct kit, tents and route planning, our
two teams increased their knowledge and skills ahead of their practice expedition in the
Easter holidays. Our navigation day of the weekend saw us venture up to the top of Long
Mynd on a 4 hour hike. The wind at the top was very blustery, with temperatures of about
6 degrees but feeling like 2 degrees, and the rain started to come down! Thankfully once
we headed back in to the valley the sun appeared (along with about 114 racing mountain
runners!) as we descended back to our bunkhouses.
Well done to our Year 12s Issey, Jennifer, Pav, Sukhmanjot, Ben, Eshan, Seb, Gaurav, Amir,
Narcis, Will, Falu and Aadil for their perseverance and dedication over the weekend.
A special shout out to Ben who is a direct entrant in to Gold and clearly demonstrated strong
skills in first aid, navigation and teamwork.

Olympic Medalist Visits The Bridge

On Thursday our Year 7 students were introduced
to an Olympic medallist who spoke in an assembly
on the importance of courage and self-belief and
shared his own personal experience of how these
qualities led him to becoming an Olympic medallist
in bobsleigh and the 5th fastest British 100m runner
of all time.

Following the assembly Joel was involved in the
days PE lessons where he first shared some videos
of his greatest moments and gave students the
opportunity to ask him questions of their own, which
came thick and fast. Following this Joel led sprint
sessions and relays to prepare our students for the
upcoming indoor athletics competitions that they will
take part in after half term.
The greatest part of the day was during lunch time
when the year 7 students could meet Joel one to
one, hold his medal and take a selfie with him (in the
picture you can see two of our star athletes Jeevan
and Aijaz taking a picture with Joel and his ‘very
heavy medal’).
This was an inspirational and transformational day for the Year 7 students to meet such a
successful person who was brought up just around the corner in Radford. This along with Joel’s
down to earth persona gave our students the belief that they could go on and be great in whatever
exploits they embark on.’

International Student Games

7 Loughborough are bringing together the skills they have learnt in the first rotation of Art to
create celeb portraits. Using face mapping techniques and formal elements really helps to
improve accuracy and realism.

West Midlands Cup Semi-Final

On Tuesday evening the Girls Football team travelled over to Stoke Park to play in the West Midlands
Cup Semi-Final, this is the first time the Girls football team have taken part in a cup competition.
With a drought of fixtures prior to the match the team were ready to showcase their football skills
to the Stoke Park team. The girls started off brightly going 5-2 up within the first 15 minutes, with
Zuzanna on a scoring streak. Stoke Park made some substitutions and brought it back to 5-4.
After half time it was clear that Stoke Park had made some tactical changes which brought on a
very physical second half where the team battled hard to maintain possession of the ball and hold
off the opposition. Philipa stepped up to take a free kick which she rocketed in to the back of the net
shortly followed by two more goals both executed with power and accuracy making it difficult for
the Stoke Park keeper to keep them out. Susanna also joined the scoresheet after taking a seat on
the substitutes bench and recovering to her feet to find the back of the net. The team went through
several minutes where they switched off and Stoke Park scored several goals. Palakdeep and Olivia
also got on the score sheet but eventually the Stoke Park team outpowered Barr’s Hill off the ball
and the end result was Stoke Park 11 – Barr’s Hill 9.
The Under 13 Girls football team are due to play in the Quarter final of the West Midlands Schools
Cup after half term so keep your eyes peeled for an update on that result.

Year 9 Army Day

Students from Year 9 took part in an activities morning lead by the British Army. They worked
in groups to complete challenging tasks which required team work, problem solving and
communication. Students had the opportunity to talk to the soldiers about their roles and ask
any questions related to serving in the British Army. Students in Years 7 and 8 will also have the
opportunity to take part in these activities later in the school year and Year 10 are planning for a trip
to an Army base in March to compete against other schools.

Casual Exam
Invigilators Wanted
We are seeking to appoint additional invigilators to join our examination team at
Barr’s Hill School. We are looking for reliable, enthusiastic and flexible individuals.
This role is to oversee and supervise examinations as necessary throughout
the school year. The successful candidates will also ensure that guidelines
and regulations for the integrity and security of the examination papers and
procedures are followed during examination sessions
Applicants will need to demonstrate a commitment to teamwork and have
effective communication skills.
Working hours will be variable depending on the examination requirements, but
will normally be between 8.00am and 4:00pm.
£9.25 per hour

Are you 11-18?
and from a
minoritsed group

Do you love Art
or poetry ?
If so come and join Yxng and Gxfted at
the herbert gallery as we create art and
poetry as part of the CVX festival from
the 22nd-24th Febuary 2022 10am-4pm
email :
Yxngandgxfted@gmail.com
to find out more
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