
 

 

1st December 2021 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Thank you for your continued support this term. Our students continue to make us extremely proud. 
It has been a very busy time with the launch of our Enrichment programme – we are very impressed 
with students’ engagement with these wider opportunities.  In addition to this we were delighted to 
welcome Philip Pullman to talk to over 100 of our Year 7-9 students; we launched our Student 
Leadership roles; Year 7 and 8 students made over 200 sandwiches with Langar Aid to feed the 
homeless across Coventry; and Year 11 and 13 impressed us with their determination throughout 
their trial examinations.  Overall, a busy and successful term! 

 
Christmas Jumper Day 
As we build towards the Christmas break we thought a little seasonal cheer would be appropriate.  
On Friday 10th December students will be allowed to wear a Christmas jumper or other 
Christmas item to school for a charitable donation.  We would like to emphasise that students do 
not need to take part in this day if they don’t wish to.  You do not need to purchase a Christmas 
jumper; they could decorate a jumper they already have with Christmas decorations or alternatively 
your child could wear something associated with Christmas (i.e. a Christmas hat, tinsel or reindeer 
ears).   All donations raised will be to go Langar Aid. 

 
This day is not compulsory and students do not have to take part, however if your child does take 
part it is important to note that she/he should still wear the rest of their school uniform, the usual 
school trousers/skirt and school shoes as this is not a non-uniform day.  Students will be allowed to 
wear an additional item associated with Christmas, but the same expectations regarding uniform 
and equipment will remain.  Students will follow their timetable and learning will continue as normal.  

If you have any questions or any concerns about this please do speak to your child’s Hub team.  
 
Create and Perform Christmas Celebration 
The Create and Perform Christmas Celebration will take place on Tuesday 7th December and 
we'd love for you to join us.  We'll have canapés from our Food Technology students, Art and 
Photography on show, 3D printed Christmas decorations and performances from both Music and 
Drama.   The event will run from 5 - 6:30pm, with performances starting at 5.30pm.  If you'd like to 
join us please book a free ticket via the following link as numbers are 
limited: https://bhchristmas.eventbrite.com 

 
Last day of term: 
The final day of this half term is Friday 17th December, students must attend school as normal 
with their 5s and in full school uniform.  We will finish at the slightly earlier time of 12.30pm, 
however students may have their lunch before leaving.  All students will be off site by 1pm. 
 
A reminder that the following are our ongoing expectations: 
  
Uniform 

- Trousers/skirts should be charcoal grey. Leggings are not part of the school uniform policy. 

- School tie.  

- Branded PE kit. 

- Students can wear an additional navy-blue v neck jumper with a Barr’s Hill blue trim.  

- Blazers must be worn. 

 

 

 

https://bhchristmas.eventbrite.com/


 

School uniform can be ordered from Cat Ballou online via their click and collect service or bought in 
store. You can visit the Cat Ballou website at: www.catballou.co.uk/product-category/schools/barrs-
hill/ to place orders and learn about their bundle options, which can enable you to spread the cost. 
 
Punctuality 
Tutor time starts promptly at 8:45am.  We offer all students FREE breakfast at our Breakfast Clubs 
in each hub which opens from 8:00am-8:40am. 
  
‘The 5’ 
We expect all students to arrive to school, every day, with the right equipment to begin learning, and 
a suitable bag.  All students must have their ‘5’ on the desk in every lesson: 
  
1) Pencil case containing pens, pencils, ruler, rubber 
2) Scientific calculator. 
3) School Planner 
4) Dictionary/Thesaurus 
5) A challenging reading book 
  
We continue to sell equipment at very reasonable prices in school. Alternatively, the Christmas 
break is an ideal time to ensure that your child is fully equipped for school.  
 
Mobile Phones 
We believe it is very important that students have a break from the modern world of social media 
and screens and focus on talking to each other face to face and therefore learning.  Our policy is 
very clear: if a phone (earphones included) is heard or made visible in school it will be confiscated.  
The phone will not be given back to the student and parents/carers will be asked to come and 
collect it.  We make no apology for taking a very firm approach to this critical expectation. 
  
If you would like to meet with me to feedback on anything to do with the school or discuss your 
child’s progress please do get in contact.  I am always keen to meet and listen to parents’ views. 
I hope all students have a well-deserved Christmas break and that Year 11 students find a good 
balance between rest and relaxation, and find some quality time to revise to ensure they are 
prepared for their very important Trial Exams in the new year.  
 
Finally, a reminder that term starts on Tuesday 4th January at the normal time. However, the 
government has this week asked us to arrange on site lateral flow testing for students on their return 
to school.  We will follow our normal processes for this and offer 1 test for students in the first 2 days 
back.  More details will follow when we have them about precise start times and days for each year 
group, along with consent.  Can I also remind parents of the importance of twice weekly testing at 
home.  It helps keep us all safe and reduces the spread of cases. 
 
Thank you for your continued support.  I wish you all a restful and safe Christmas break, and we 
look forward to seeing the students again in the New Year. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr C Jupp 
Headteacher 
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