
Headteacher’s 
Message

Sometimes 
a thing can 
really surprise 
and amaze 
you.  As a 

Geography teacher it was 
really quite something 
to see pictures of the 
flags that our students 
have worked so hard to 
design and produce as 
part of their Geography 
curriculum be flown in 
Antartica!  Read on in this 
week’s newsletter to find 
out more, and a huge well 
done to the students for 
their hard work and staff 
for somehow negotiating 
Antarctic travel for the 
student’s flags.

Our successful basketball 
programme continues 
to offer fantastic 
opportunities for our 
students.  We are very 
grateful to host Coventry 
Elite Basketball on our site 
weekly for all age groups, 
high class coaching and 
a fantastic ethos and 
culture.  If your child 

is interested in getting 
involved, they should 
talk to their PE teacher 
in the first instance.  Our 
school teams continue to 
shine.  Our KS4 Girls Team 
now play at a national 
level, which brings real 
challenge and some 
very, very tough fixtures 
but is fantastic for their 
development.
Meanwhile our KS5 team 
continue to dominate 
locally this week beating 
WMG.

Our Create and Perform 
showcase, held in our 
fantastic new Bridge 
building this week was 
a joy, lovely to see our 
students perform and 
produce with such quality, 
care and determination.  
Thanks to the parents that 
attended and apologies to 
those that could not due 
to limited tickets.  We will 
look to expand the event 
next year.
A reminder that the final 
day of this half term is 
Friday 16th December, 
students must attend 
school as normal with 
their full 5 and full 
school uniform. We will 

finish at the earlier time 
of 12.30pm, however 
students may get their 
lunch from the school 
canteen before leaving site 
if they wish. All students 
must be off site by 1pm. 
School restarts on 
Wednesday 4th January 
at the normal time for all 
students. (Tuesday 3rd 
January is allocated as 
one of the school’s annual 
teacher training days).
Finally, our thanks should 
go to Hays Education who 
we have worked with 
closely as a school to 
support our recruitment 
for the last 5 years.  They 
have helped us in so 
many ways, not least by 
helping us find some of 
our amazing teachers that 
make such a difference 
to our students every 
day.  Recently though they 
also very kindly donated 
new computers for one 
of our IT Suites.  I know 
that students learning to 
code in Computer Science 
are very grateful for the 
additional processing 
power!
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This week the Barr’s Hill 

Geography department 

received the great news 

that the flags Year 9 

designed as part of their 

homework, made it to 

Antarctica with researchers 

from the Polar Network. 

Students in year 9 designed 

the flag as part of the Polar 

Network’s celebration 

of Antarctica day which 

UK Polar Network Antarctica Day Flag 
Competition - Barr's Hill in Antarctica!

compliments their current 

studies about conflict in 

Antarctica. The selected flags 

were then transported all 

the way to Antarctica and 

accompanied researcher 

Timothy Below on his 2022 

expedition. The photos 

show scientific researchers 

with the flags at different 

places across the unique 

continent including the 

Rothera Research Station, 

the central base of the 

British Antarctic Survey in 

Antarctica, on the Antarctic 

Peninsula. 

Well done to all involved, 

and great to see Barr’s 

Hill being represented 

in arguably the coolest 

continent!



On Friday 2nd December our KS5 basketball team took on WMG in a Coventry Schools league 

fixture. The team were excited to play their first league game of the season and started off strong, 

dominating the first quarter. We moved the ball well and although our rebounding was lazy, we were 

able to control the game and our points were soon adding up.

In the second half we allowed WMG to get back into the game and start to close the points gap. After 

a team talk from Precious reminding the team to box out and talk to each other on court, we were 

able to finish strong and win 35-21.

It was a solid performance all round and we are looking forward to our next game against Bablake 

on Friday 9th December. 

KS5 Basketball Team



Year 8 created portraits inspired by Edvard Munch 'The Scream' as part of their Modern Art 
project in rotation one. Exploring Expressionism and representation of fears, Year 8 used optical 

blending techniques or watercolours. 

A superb set of work this rotation well done!! 

Amazing Artwork

Art academy have got 
creative! Using clay 
we made Christmas 
figures... excited to 

see how they turn out 
with acrylic paint!

Year 10 GCSE have been absolutely amazing this term and have 
been exploring different media and techniques with style!

Last week we created monoprints... for a first attempt these 
are brilliant! I look forward to seeing the refined pieces.



This week in Science club:

This week in science club the students made fake snow and tree decorations.

The Marie Curie-ousity academy planned their research projects.
There is no science club next week, we look forward to seeing 

everyone in the new year. 

94 of our bridge students visited A Christmas Carol skate show as their autumn term reward trip. 
We saw some amazing skaters ranging in age from as young as 7 years old! The expertise of the 

skaters was amazing but it was a little cold!

Thank you, Year 7, for demonstrating PRIDE throughout... we are very proud! 

Bridge Reward Trip



On Sunday afternoon members of the girls football team from Year 7-9 arrived at the Butts Park 
Arena eagerly anticipating their day ahead. To start with they lined up with the Coventry United 

players to walk them out for their Barclay’s Championship game against Sunderland Athletic. Once 
both teams were on the pitch and had shaken hands, the girls went to find their seats with their 

families. The first half saw one of Sunderland’s players score a hattrick. Half time arrived and the 
girls made their way to the pitch to take penalties against the reserve goalkeeper. Following this 

amazing experience, the students made their way back to their seats for the second half, which saw 
Sunderland scoring two more goals. This didn’t dampen the girls spirits as after the game they got 

to meet all of the players, get their mascot t-shirts signed and take part In a live Q&A with all the 
players. 

Despite the result the girls had a great day experiencing elite sport and watching positive female 
role models in the ever expanding female football world.

Girls Football mascot for 
Coventry United Ladies

It was great to see some of 
our Alumni back in school to 
support our targeted Year 10 
parents evening this Tuesday. 

Ben, Dom, Harry and 
Patrycja spoke to students 
and parents about their 

university experiences and 
how their 7 year journey set 

them up for success. 
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Alone by Megan E. Freeman

Reading age: 8+

Description: When twelve-year-old Maddie hatches 
a scheme for a secret sleepover with her two best 
friends, she ends up waking up to a nightmare. 
She’s alone-left behind in a town that has been 
mysteriously evacuated and abandoned. With no 
one to rely on, no power, and no working phone 
lines or internet access, Maddie slowly learns to 
survive on her own. Her only companions are 
a Rottweiler named George and all the books 

she can read. After a rough start, Maddie learns to trust her own ingenuity and 
invents clever ways to survive in a place that has been deserted and forgotten. 

As months pass, she escapes natural disasters, looters and wild animals. But 
Maddie’s most formidable enemy is the crushing loneliness she faces every day. 
Can Maddie’s stubborn will to survive carry her through the most frightening 

experience of her life?

This week’s review has been written by Mustafah K from 8BLF

Book: Unsolved Crimes

Mustafah says: This book was interesting. It was about dangerous criminals. Some 
of the criminals got caught, but some were really lucky.

Rating: 4/5

Student Book Review

Book of the Week


