
Headteacher’s 
Message

It was 
wonderful to 
welcome so 
many families 
to our Post 16 

Select Choices evening 
this week; a rammed 
event with lots of potential 
external applicants from 
other local schools which 
was lovely to see. It does 
reflect the ever growing 
popularity of P16 Select 
which is not a surprise 
given the amazing breadth 
and quality of the offer 
we have been able to put 
together in conjunction 
with President Kennedy 
and Stoke Park schools.  
As Barr’s Hill parents will 
be aware the deadline 
for applications is 25th 
November.  The application 
form can be accessed 
via this link https://bit.
ly/3zyoF6q.  It’s crucial 
that the deadline is met 
as we anticipate being 
oversubscribed, however, 
as long as the deadline 
(and ultimately the entry 
criteria) is met Barr’s Hill 
students get priority for 
places.  The decisions you 
are making about course 

choices are huge, do 
contact us and arrange a 
time to talk if we can help. 
Any parents that would 
like to meet with Miss 
Matthews our amazing 
careers and pathways 
officer are welcome to do 
so (in all years, not just 
Year 11!).  You can contact 
her directly on matthews.
d1@barrshill.coventry.
sch.uk.  The world of 
education, qualifications 
and progression is 
complex, we can help you 
make the right choices for 
your child.

Year 11 and 13 are now 
days away from their 
first set of trial exams.  
A very important time 
and they should all be 
revising hard.  Whether 
the students are pleased 
or not with the outcomes, 
the feedback from these 
exams will be crucial for 
them to understand what 
they need to work on 
going forwards to improve 
grades.

Meanwhile the school 
remains incredibly busy, 
we are super excited to be 
moving Year 7 (finally!) into 
the new Bridge this week.  
Once we are settled and 
have all the kinks worked 

through we will offer a 
number of opportunities 
for anyone interested to 
come and see the amazing 
facility including a formal 
opening.  In the meantime, 
it is hard to work out 
who is more excited, the 
students or the staff!

Finally, more stunning 
opportunities and sports 
success this week.  Our 
P16 Basketball team 
continue their unbeaten 
run with a buzzer beater 
from Precious sealing 
their latest statement win 
against Blue Coat.  They 
showed real Determination 
to get over the line.  Some 
of our Year 8 Scientists 
visited the National Space 
Centre this week, a 
fantastic experience.  We 
are also looking forward 
to welcoming the Senior 
Partners from Farrer, a 
major London law firm 
into school to speak to 
students interested in 
Law.  They have already 
been very generous 
with their time but this 
will be an even more 
amazing opportunity 
on our Pathway to Law 
programme for Year 10-13 
students.
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KS5 Basketball Team
On Friday 21st October 

our KS5 basketball team 
played their first game of the 
season. They travelled away 

to Blue Coat school and knew 
that they would be facing a 

tough team.

We started off the game well 
and matched the opposition 

point for point. The game 
was controlled and cautious 

and we knew that it would be 
close right from the get-go. 
During the first quarter we 
decided to put a full court 
press on to try and change 
the tempo of the game and 
win the ball early. Due to a 
lack of concentration Blue 
Coat got a few baskets on 
the break and we found 

ourselves down by 8 points.

The team worked hard in the second and 3rd quarter to close the gap between the 2 teams. We 
moved the ball sharply and had a number of attempts at basket but were still giving the opposition 

second chances by not boxing out. Late into the 3rd quarter our point guard Pharrell had to come off 
injured which was disappointing for the team. Rather than letting this affect the team they all pulled 

together and worked hard to finish the 3rd quarter strong.

The final quarter was filled with excitement. The team showed grit and heart on the court by diving 
on every loose ball, playing help defence, and encouraging each other. With seconds to go we were 1 
point down. The ball went up, bounced off the ring, and Precious leaped for the rebound and put the 
ball in the basket. This was a phenomenal team performance, and we are proud of every player. We 

are looking forward to our next fixture against Bablake. 

Reminder that Year 13 students  should be working on their 
UCAS applications with the deadline to submit to school in 
December. Students should be working with their tutor to 

finalise their personal statement and completing the online 
application form. If anyone has any questions, please speak to 

your tutor or Miss Matthews.



This week in Science club:
The Year 7s did flame tests

The Year 8s investigated dancing slides 
using bubble solution. 

The Year 9s and 10s created matchbox 
microphones and holograms  

In the Marie Curiosity Academy students 
reviewed their practical investigations 

and prepared their presentations.

Leicester Space Museum
Selected students from Year 8 attended the Leicester Space Museum this week to improve their 

knowledge of Space. This allowed the students to visualise what they have learnt in science lesson 
as well as experience careers related to space.



Future Grads
The Future Grads programme run by Coventry University Group resumed in school this 

week. Following the online parents launch in October, Year 9 had their first session and were 
introduced to their exciting project. They have been tasked with creating an intervention 
to help  university student struggling with an aspect of university life. With regular check 

ins scheduled, students will research, develop and market their product before presenting 
with other schools at the Project Showcase at the Coventry University Campus. Successful 

completion of the project will see them earn their Golden Ticket to the Scarborough 
residential trip taking place in July.

Year 11 also began their Future Grads journey this week with a lunchtime session launching 
the Be You Festival. This will see Barr’s Hill students teamed up with 200 students from 6 
other schools across Coventry and London to attend a residential at Coventry University 

giving them the chance to experience university life for 3 days with lectures, social activities 
and staying in student halls. This event will culminate with a celebration event organised 

and delivered by the students. Our students were eager to get their applications in to be part 
of the organising committee and we wish them lots of luck as they go through the selection 

process.

Special thanks to Kayleigh Lampard, one of our governors and the Outreach Manager at 
Coventry University and her team for offering this fantastic opportunity to our students.

Post 16 Select Applications Now Open
On Tuesday 1st November we held our Post 16 Choices Evening. The event was jam packed 
with Year 11 students and their families, from both Barr’s Hill and across the City, wanting 
to learn more about our fantastic Post 16 Offer. After an initial talk and welcome from our 
Headteacher and Post 16 team, the event culminated in an impressive subject fair in the 

sports hall where all 25 of our Post 16 subjects were on display with our post 16 teachers 
and students on hand to answer any questions.

 The application window for applying to Post 16 Select is now open and will close on Friday 
25th November 2022. We already know we will have far more applications than we do 

places, so applying early is vital. The application form can be accessed here: https://bit.
ly/3zyoF6q or by scanning here:  

 The application form and full information about our subjects are also available to download 
from our website at https://www.barrshill.coventry.sch.uk/post16/

 Completed paper application forms can be returned to the Year 11 Hub, Reception or via 
email to post16@barrshill.coventry.sch.uk. After submitting their application, applicants can 
expect to have an interview with a member of the Post 16 Select Team in December. Offers 
will be made from January 2023 along with invites to the Post 16 Select Transition Week in 

July 2023.



of… Competition

Deadline: Friday 17th December
Submissions to the science staff room

1 pride point for an entry

5 pride points for best in science class

Prize for best in year
Prize for best in school

Task:
Write a one page essay on something in history to 
do with science.
It can be anything you want:
• Development of medicine
• Invention of the mobile phone
• How technology has developed over time
• Nobel prizes
• Inequality e.g. gender/race
• Origins or the universe
• History of the periodic table / atom

Open to all year 
groups (7-13)

Summer Term 1: 
Working as an astronaut

Winter Term 2: Working as a doctor
Winter Term 1: 

Working as an 

engineer

Working as a Movie Director

The Bridge (SC1) The Gateway (SC3) Year 9 & 10 (SC5)
2nd November Flame tests Dancing spiders Matchbox Microphone
9th November Slime Flame tests Dancing spiders

16th November Alginate worms Slime Flame tests
23rd November Matchbox Microphone Alginate worms Slime
30th November Dancing spiders Matchbox Microphone Alginate worms
7th December Tree decorations Fake snow Tree decorations

14th December Fake snow Tree decorations Fake snow

Every 
Wednesday

3 – 4 pm

Every 
Wednesday

3 – 4 pm



Thinking about training to Teach?

Join us for a

Get into Teaching School Experience
• 11th November 

• Keresley Grange Primary Academy 1pm - 3pm 

Visit our website for more info: www.futuresteachingalliance.co.uk
admin@futuresteachingalliance.org.uk

@futuresteaching



Barr’s Hill School
Radford Road
Coventry
CV1 4BU

W: www.barrshill.coventry.sch.uk
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T: 024 7623 4600
     @BH_Coventry

Women in Science: 50 Fearless Pioneers 
Who Changed The World by Rachel 

Ignotofsky

ZPD: 7.5

Description: Women in Science highlights the contributions of fifty 
notable women to the STEM fields of science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics, from both the ancient and modern worlds. The 

extraordinary women profiled include well-known figures like the physicist 
and chemist Marie Curie, as well as lesser-known pioneers such as Katherine 

Johnson, the African-American mathematician who calculated the 
trajectory of the Apollo 11 mission to the moon.

Book of the Week

This week’s review has been written by Hani S from 8CA

Book: Marcus Rashford: You Are A Champion

Hani says: This is an inspirational book. What I liked about this book is that it 
tells you not to give up and to have hope.

Rating: 4.5/5  

Student Book Review


