
Headteacher’s 
Message

Another 
jam packed 
week, albeit 
punctuated by 
the national 
NEU strike 

day on Wednesday.  
This week we've 
had everything from 
basketball and rugby 
fixtures, to Tapas and 
the London School of 
Economics!

Well done to all 
the students that 
get involved in our 
enrichment programme.  
As parents will know 
it is extensive and 
free for all students.  
Experiences outside 
lessons in Sports, 
Performance, Academia 
and Service can really 
help young people 
flourish.  This week our 
basketball and rugby 
teams in The Bridge 
and Gateway showed 
great determination and 
engagement in their 

fixtures.  Year 9 students 
were out of their 
comfort zone engaging 
in ordering Tapas in 
Spanish in a Restaurant 
in Leamington Spa, 
whilst Elene in Year 
12 spent the day being 
inquisitive at the London 
School of Economics 
- one university she is 
considering to study Law 
when she completes her 
7 Year Journey with us.

Well done to the Year 11 
students who undertook 
real exams in Health 
and Social Care and 
Business Studies this 
week.  Papers seemed 
positive and students 
confident.  They will find 
out their results by April.  
Meanwhile the whole 
year group continued to 
prep for their final major 
set of trial exams next 
week, an important time, 
even more so given that 
there are now only 11 
school weeks until the 
final summer exams.

Finally, I would like 
to thank all the staff, 
students and parents 

for the way that the 
national NEU strike day 
was handled.  It is not 
ideal for anyone, but 
important to remember 
locally that this is a 
national dispute with 
the government.  I am 
very grateful for the 
staff that enabled us to 
ensure that Year 11 and 
13 were able to continue 
their learning given the 
proximity of their final 
exams, and equally 
grateful to those staff in 
the NEU that made their 
voices heard on behalf 
of schools everywhere 
and alongside a huge 
range of colleagues 
from across the public 
sector.  We will of 
course continue to do 
all we can to minimise 
impact on the students 
as the planned strike 
days continue into 
March.  I will continue 
to communicate with 
parents directly as soon 
as I am able as each day 
approaches.
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Our Year 7 team carried on 
their JR NBA journey with 
2 tough games at Home 

to Nicholas Chamberlaine 
and Myton last week. 

Having played and lost to 
both of these teams before, 
it was a chance to get their 
own back and in the first 

game against Myton, that’s 
exactly what happened! 
Winning the game 18-8, 
the boys showed how 

far they have come as a 
team and looked a solid 
unit, making life really 

difficult for our opponents 
both when attacking and 

defending.

The whole team were outstanding, which was even mentioned to me by the teacher from 
Myton, but notable performances from Derick & George helped ensure we won our first 

game!

Despite another strong effort, we came up short against a very good Nicholas Chamberlaine 
team, who despite our best efforts were just a bit bigger and made some really tough shots 

when it mattered. The boys showed great team spirit and sportsmanship, helping each other 
and theopponents off the floor and shaking hands at the end-despite being gutted to have 

lost. A massive improvement from this team and we’re all looking forward to the next set of 
fixtures this week!

Y7 Basketball

Our year 7 lecture series continued this week with Mrs Stafford 
delivering on the topic of 'The role of creativity in the wider world'. 
After completing a Torrance test students learnt about how doctors 

and surgeons need creativity and dexterity in their careers as well as 
how Thomas Edison and Sir Isaac Newton thrived on creativity. 

Higher Attainers Programme



Rugby Fixtures at Barrs Hill

Our final ‘rotation 1’ in Year 8 has brought to the forefront some very creative artists. 
Exploring modern art, students created their cubist responses of everyday objects.

Year 7 v President Kennedy
Last week saw our Year 7 Rugby team travel to President Kennedy School for a fixture. The 
team played really well with some players participating in their first ever competitive rugby 
game. After a tough first half the team continued to work together and grew into the game 
with Ayomide scoring a great try, running in from 20 metres. The team have developed well 
over the school year and will be tested again in the upcoming Trust Cup and Year 7 Rugby 

Festival.

 Year 8 v Finham Park School
Our Year 8 Rugby team played in their first ever home rugby fixture narrowly losing to 

Finham Park. After conceding a few early tries the team responded well by scoring 3 tries of 
our own in the 2nd half of the game. Some of the Year 8 team have engaged really well with 
rugby during the school year and have shown great development with some of them even 
taking up rugby outside of school, playing for clubs in the local area. One of the stand out 

players for Year 8 was Harley who defended really well and also scored a brilliant try.



On Wednesday 25th 
January, a group of Year 
9 pupils got the chance 
to visit Carisma Tapas 

Restaurant in Leamington 
Spa and taste a wide range 

of Spanish delicacies 
including patatas bravas, 
manchego cheese, olives, 

squid, king prawns , 
chorizo and serrano ham. 
All students were able to 
taste something new and 

get a small insight into 
Spanish culture!

Year 9 Tapas Trip

Article written by Elene Y12

I visited London School of 
Economics (LSE) politics 
faculty where I had the 

opportunity to shadow a law 
lecture and tour the campus. 
It was an amazing experience 
and I learnt the structure of 

lectures, the intensity of them 
and skills you require to 

attend. LSE was gorgeous in 
terms of the architecture and 
unquestionably elegant with 
various activities available 
outside of education. For 

example, law society, sports, 
politics and so much more. I 
had a great time and would 
most certainly recommend 

LSE due to the range of 
opportunities it gives you. 
Especially for law, as it’s 

in the heart of London and 
surrounded by the best law 
firms in the country giving 
students greater access to 

work experience due to LSE’s 
connections.

Post 16 student visits LSE



Task:
Take up to 3 

photographs based 
upon the theme,

‘Beauty of 
Architecture’.

Competition age 
groups:

Intermediate    
11-13 year olds

(year 7-9)

Senior     
14-17 year olds

(yr 10-13)

SCHOOL PRIZES
1ST PRIZE IN EACH AGE 

GROUP
£10 VOUCHER OF YOUR 
CHOICE AND FRAMED 

PHOTOGRAPH

2ND& 3RD PRIZE
£5 VOUCHER OF YOUR 

CHOICE

ROTARY CLUB PRIZE
£50 

All entries receive a 
certificate

The photos can be colour or black and white and 
can be either printed or emailed to Mrs Stafford. 

Mobile Phones, digital or traditional cameras may 
be used to take a photo.

In addition, each entrant should provide a brief 
sentence of what each photograph represents in 

relation to the theme.

Further Information and application forms can be 
requested via email from Mrs. Stafford

Closing date:  Friday 10th February 2023  

Entries to Mrs. Stafford in ART or via email 
Stafford.a1@barrshill.coventry.sch.uk
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Can You See Me? By Libby Scott and Rebecca Westcott

ZPD: 5.5

Description: Tally is eleven year old and she’s just like 
her friends. Well, sometimes she is. If she tries really 
hard to be. Because there’s something that makes 
Tally not the same as her friends. Something she 

can’t cover up, no matter how hard she tries: Tally is 
autistic. Tally’s autism means there are things that 
bother her even though she wishes they didn’t. It 

means that some people misunderstand her and feel 
frustrated by her. People think that because Tally is 
autistic, she doesn’t realise what they’re thinking, 
but Tally sees and hears- and notices- all of it. And, honestly? That’s not the 
easiest thing to live with. This is a novel about autism with one very significant 
difference. Co-author Libby Scott is autistic herself and is also 11 years old, thus 

ensuring that the narrative of Can You See Me? is as credible as possible.

This week’s review has been written by David A from 8ST

Book: The Attack on Pearl Harbour

David says: Very good. I know a little about Pearl Harbour but now I know the back 
story, the climate and how the story ends.

Rating: 5/5

Student Book Review

Book of the Week


