
Headteacher’s 
Message

Another busy 
week flies by 
and now only 
two remain 
before the 
Christmas 

break.  This week saw 
Year 8 put on a 'Play in 
a Day' working with our 
Artists in Residence Highly 
Sprung, they will return 
next week to work with 
more students.  Amazing 
opportunities and great 
to see students thriving 
in developing physical 
theatre.  The Army were 
in school working with 
students in Years 7 and 9 
on Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths 
whilst we continue to see 
success from our growing 
basketball programme.

We have had a range 
of fantastic donations 
from staff, parents, local 
companies and alumni 
towards our Christmas 
pop-up shop which has 
been organised to provide 
some extra Christmas 
cheer in the form of 
presents to vulnerable 
students and families.  
This is a wonderful 
expression of community 
and we hope it makes a 
difference to our students 
this Christmas.  

A reminder that the final 
day of this half term is 
Friday 16th December, 
students must attend 
school as normal with 
their full 5 and full 
school uniform. We will 
finish at the earlier time 
of 12.30pm, however 
students may get their 
lunch from the school 
canteen before leaving site 

if they wish. All students 
must be off site by 1pm. 
There will be a number 
of celebration assemblies 
throughout the final week 
and more details will 
follow from your child’s 
Hub Lead. These events 
are always very popular 
and places can be limited 
so do look out for more 
information.

School restarts on 
Wednesday 4th January 
at the normal time for all 
students. (Tuesday 3rd 
January is allocated as 
one of the school’s annual 
teacher training days).

Mr C Jupp
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This week our KS4 girls' 
basketball team had 2 

fixtures. On Monday they 
travelled to Derby to play 
their first English Schools 

game of the year. We decided 
to enter the girls into this 
National competition to 

challenge them and allow 
them to experience playing 
against top quality teams 
from across the Midlands. 
When we arrived in Derby, 
we were very slow to get 
started and didn't stick to 

our game plan. It was a close 
game in the first quarter, but 
West Park out played us, and 
we lost all of our confidence 
resulting in our first loss in 

over a year.

 The team played again on 
Thursday and competed 

in the Coventry Basketball 
League against Stoke Park. 
This was a huge test of their 
resilience and character, and 
they needed to bounce back 
from their loss earlier on in 
the week. We had another 

rocky start, and you could tell 
that they struggled to shake 

off the loss from Monday. 
After the first quarter we 
settled and were able to 

control the game and started 
to convert our baskets. 

Before long we found our 
flow again and were playing 
with confidence and taking 

on board feedback. Our 
game plan worked, and we 
finished with a huge win of 

KS4 Girls Basketball Team

44-8. Congratulations to our 
captain Halima G who was 

voted the MVP for this game. 
She stepped up and really 
motivated the team to get 

their spirits up. 

We are looking forward to 
our next game where we will 

face Nottingham Wildcats 
in the English Schools U16 

league.



Selected students from Years 7 & 9 attended the Army STEM workshop and applied their skills to 

decode the army hacker.

Army STEM Workshop

Awesome Artwork
Exceptional baseline assessments in Art this week by Year 7 students Seth, Stephanie and 

Astitwa . Excellent detail, tone and formal elements to begin our Art rotation. 

I'm excited to see what the lessons have in store for these students! 



This week in Science club:
Year 7s created dancing spiders 

Year 8s created Matchbox microphones and 
holograms  

Year 9s and 10s created alginate worms

In the Marie-Curiosity Academy, everyone research about 
their chosen question for the big bang challenge. 

John S in Year 13 has been mentoring a Year 8 
student and has been completing work in the Bridge 

garden.   

 At the beginning of November me and Dom took on the 
challenge of trying to clean up the gateway garden every 
Tuesday and Thursday. We started by moving the benches 
sweeping the steps and picking up the litter. We then picked 

up all the leaves in the planter opposite the door and then we 
could begin the fun stuff. We wrote a list of things we wanted 
to plant and the last thing I wanted to do was plant a tree 

despite Dom being consistent in his fight for a lemon tree. The 
first thing we did was plant some tulips in the planter by the 
bird house. Then before we know it we find ourselves here. 
Its December and we filled the garden with Christmas joy by 

planting a Christmas tree. I’ve really enjoyed this past month 
and I know Dom has too. - John S

Post 16 Mentoring Key Stage 3



Three of our sixth students applied for and secured the amazing opportunity to complete a full day’s 
work experience with Arm Technology aimed at those students who would like a future career in 

STEM!!!
The Arm work experience day was not only greatly informative, but also incredibly engaging and fun. After being 

taught more about the company and receiving the day's brief, I was asked to work alongside others to work on 
completing some coding challenges using the BBC micro:bit in python. This challenge mostly focused on problem 

solving to develop the skills necessary for software development (which is what the Warwick branch of Arm primarily 
works on), but it also highlighted my passion for this kind of work because I found the different tasks to be truly 

enjoyable and exciting. The experience revealed just how appealing this type of career would be for me, as puzzling 
together different techniques to sort through problems is wonderfully satisfying to me. Furthermore, the event taught 
me how to speak with professionals about their work as the final part of the day involved speaking in groups of 3-4 
with the volunteering staff, which was especially important as my communication skills are possibly my weakest of all 

and it allowed me to focus on trying to be vocal above others. - Statement from Post 16 student Rose R

Post 16 Students Secure Prestigious Work 
Experience Opportunity

Following on from their incredible performance of Castaway in October, Highly Sprung returned to 
Barr’s Hill this Wednesday to work with all of our 180 students in the Gateway. Students were split 
up into 6 groups and each worked with a professional theatre director to produce their own play – 

inspired by Swedish environment activist Greta Thunberg. 

Their performances focused specifically on Greta’s early life and the influence she has tried to make 
in her field.

Each group performed part of a story and the whole piece came together in a final performance 
with all 180 students at the end of the day. Students engaged brilliantly throughout the day. At times 

they were pushed out of their comfort zones but rose to the challenge brilliantly and delivered 
a high-class final performance. The day has been brilliant for building students’ confidence and 

communication skills.

 

Highly Sprung Performance 
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The School for Good and Evil by Soman Chainani

ZPD: 5.2

Description: Every four years, two girls are kidnapped 
from the village of Gavaldon. Legend has it these lost 
children are sent to the School for Good and Evil, the 
fabled institution where they become fairy-tale heroes 
or villains. With her glass slippers and devotion to good 
deeds, Sophie knows she’ll join the ranks of past students 

like Cinderella and Rapunzel at the School for Good. 
Meanwhile, Agatha, with her black dresses and wicked cat, seems a natural fit for 

the villains in the School for Evil. But the two girls soon find their fortunes reversed - 
Sophie’s dumped in the School for Evil, to take Death Curses and Henchmen Training, 
while Agatha finds herself in the School for Good, thrust among handsome princes 
and fair maidens for classes in Princess Etiquette and Animal Communication. But 
what if the mistake is actually the first clue to discovering who Sophie and Agatha 

really are?

This week’s review has been written by Lexie J from 8EA

Book: War Horse

Lexie says: War Horse is a book by Michael Morpurgo which has a lot of different 
emotions to it. It starts off sad however it has a happy ending.

Rating: 5/5

Student Book Review

Book of the Week


