
Headteacher’s 
Message

Another jam-
packed week.  
Science and 
STEM again 
came to the 
fore with a 

Year 7 and 8 assembly 
plus British Science 
Week Activities along 
with Post 16 Chemists 
having the amazing 
opportunity to attend a 
Chemistry workshop in 
the Warwick University 
Labs.  Meanwhile the 
Year 10 Geographers 
spent the day in the 
field at Carding Mill 
Valley, first hiking to 
the summit including 
climbing the side of 
the waterfall, then 
undertaking a river 
study as part of their 
GCSE fieldwork.  We 

were also joined 
in school by Taiwo 
Owatemi our local MP.  
We'd like to thank her 
the invaluable time 
she spent speaking 
with Post 16 students 
about her journey and 
career and answering 
all their questions, 
including some Paxman 
like interrogation from 
some members of the 
A-Level Politics group!  
We were particularly 
proud of Elene J who 
gave an amazing, 
impassioned speech.  
Elene has secured work 
experience working 
alongside Taiwo in her 
constituency office and 
hopes to study Law 
at the London School 
of Economics. On the 
evidence of her speech 
she has every chance 
of one day going a step 
further than that and 
making a speech from 

the dispatch box in The 
Commons!  If that wasn't 
enough, we were also 
visited by an Olympian.  
A huge thanks to Dave 
Moorecroft who gave up 
a whole day of his time 
to speak to our Post 
16 sport students, and 
then support and judge 
a high-level athletics 
competition that we 
hosted for our local 
primary schools.

With all that going on 
we mustn't forget that 
our Year 11 and 13 
students continue to 
work incredibly hard in 
the run up to their final 
exams.  There are now 
24 school days until their 
first real exam.
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Geographers Trip to Carding Mill Valley
On Monday, 90 Year 10 and Year 12 Geographers travelled 
to Carding Mill Valley to carry out their data collection and 

test the hypothesis "as the river gets wider and deeper, 
velocity increases". Students carried out a variety of 

different techniques that they will justify and evaluate in 
their GCSE papers.

Year 12 students carried out a range of data collection 
including measuring how the gradient of the valley changed 

downstream.

A special shout out goes to the following students; Harvey 
G, Peter P, Ava S and Fatumata T who all demonstrated 
high levels of engagement and determination throughout 

the day. Well done all!

MP Visit
Last week the MP for Coventry North 
West Taiwo Owatemi visited to talk 

with some our Year 12 students. It was 
a great session where students got to 
hear Taiwo’s journey about becoming 
an MP as well as the day to day life of 

being a member of parliament. 

Students got to ask follow up 
questions during a Q&A session 

which ranged from topics such as 
what it actually entails to represent 
the people of Coventry and some of 
the other challenges of working in 

politics and Westminster. Sam, Elene, 
Freddie, Hannah and Victoria also 

got to deliver a speech to Taiwo which 
they have been preparing for a public 

speaking competition to get some 
expert feedback!



Year 12 Chemistry A-level workshop at 
Warwick University 

Year 12 attended an A-level chemistry workshop in the Warwick University Labs, applying 
the knowledge they have learnt in lesson to university level challenges.

British Science Week

This week is British 
Science Week and 

students in 
Year 7 & 8 have been 

completing various tasks 
linked to connections. 

They have learnt about 
the forces involved in 

flying gliders, investigated 

science in the media 
and designed their own 
buildings to withstand 

flooding. There is also a 
national poster competition 

open to entries on the 
theme connection.

 Year 12 attended a 
conference on careers in 

physics to inspire them to 
research various different 
pathways they can pursue 

in physics.



STEM Assembly
Year 7 & 8 students attended an assembly on STEM careers from the ocean to space, 
learning about different engineering challenges that must be overcome for humans to 

explore the deep seas and space.

Science Club
This week in Science Club (Working as a Doctor):

Year 7, 8 & 9 designed and made water collection devices for 
effective hand washing

Marie Curie-ousity Academy continued with their CREST Awards



Primary School Athletics and 
Dave Moorcroft Visit

On Wednesday afternoon 
3 of our feeder primary 
schools took part in our 

sports hall athletics 
competition. This was a 
great opportunity for the 

students to attempt some 
of the events that they will 
be competing in when they 

get to secondary school. 

The teams were made up 
of 6 girls and 6 boys and 
the schools went head to 
head to compete for the 
trophy. Students were 
extremely encouraging 
of each other virtually 
raising the roof with 

the noise cheering on 
their teammates. A 

great experience for the 

students no doubt and 
they all left the school 
with beaming smiles 

demonstrating how proud 
they were of themselves 

and how excited they were 
to be able to compete. A 

huge thank you to the sixth 
formers who played a huge 

role in making sure the 
event ran smoothly. 

We also used this 
opportunity for one of our 
Coventry Godiva links, the 
famous Dave Moorcroft to 
present these awards to 
the students and answer 

questions that the students 
had. Dave Moorcroft was 
a double commonwealth 

games winner and 

former 5km world record 
holder running a time of 
13.00 in 1982. As well as 
presenting prizes at the 
athletics event Dave was 
also in school prior to the 

event starting working 
with our students across 

different year groups. 

Dave spoke with Year 8's 
in an assembly about his 
experiences as an athlete 

and how he was able to get 
into sport. He then helped 
deliver core PE lessons. In 
these lessons students got 
to see how far they could 
run in a group of three in 

13 minutes. 

The Post 16 sport students 
also had an hour with Dave 
learn about the details of 

how Dave broke the record 
and were able to get to 
know him and pick his 

brain about his career and 
post career. 

Dave had an excellent way 
with the students and was 

able to inspire them to 
pursue their dreams.



Year 12 Spanish Theatre Trip
Last week our Year 12 Spanish students had the 

opportunity to visit London and watch the play we are 
currently studying, La casa de Bernarda Alba. This was 
a fully immersive experience in which we were able to 
witness the events of the tragedy unfolding, in some 

instances differently than we had perhaps expected, while 
also being surrounded by the Spanish language as theatre 

staff spoke only their mother tongue. 

Our students acted impeccably in the theatre and were a 
true credit to themselves and the school – Well done girls!

Orwell Youth Prize Trip
On Friday 10th March, 18 

students from Year 10 
and 12 had the fantastic 
opportunity to attend an 
event run by the Orwell 
Foundation at Coventry 

University. 

This event was run by 
writers from various 
different fields who 

supported the students in 
creating their own pieces 

of writing around the 
theme ‘Who’s in Control?’. 

Some students even had 
the opportunity to perform 
their work in front of local 
councillors, the Coventry 

Birmingham City University Trip
On Wednesday our Year 12 English Language and Literature class travelled to Birmingham 

City University to participate in an interactive lecture on The Handmaid’s Tale. This 
opportunity allowed the students to not only experience an exciting glimpse into university 

life but the academic level of university style lectures. Their lecture was delivered by 
an expert in feminist science fiction who explored the text and its critical reception and 

influences. This was a brilliant opportunity, one which the students took full advantage of 
and has helped their understanding of the set text.

Youth Poet Laureate and 
George Orwell’s son, 

Richard Blair. The students 
will continue using the 

work they produced on this 
day to create their own 

entries for the 2023 Orwell 
Youth Prize competition.



Year 9 Project Showcase
Our Year 9 Future Grad students have been working hard on their projects developing 

innovative solutions to a range of problems faced by current university students. Over their 
4 sessions with Coventry University staff, students have developed their solution, devised a 

presentation and practiced this in readiness for pitching at the showcase.

The project showcase took place on Tuesday evening at Coventry University where each 
group presented their solution to a panel of judges made up of Coventry University Outreach 

staff and Student Ambassadors. The groups then hosted a stand where parents and 
students from other schools could ask them questions and learn about their innovation. 

All students involved did a brilliant job throughout the project, especially with their 
presentations with the panel sharing that they were “thorough, imaginative and practical” in 
developing their products as well as, “displaying brilliant teamwork and presentation skills”. 

It was brilliant to see students thrive in this forum and display PRIDE throughout.

A special shout out to The 4 Vitamins team made up of Macey, Kiki, Tabarek and Shanice 
who were declared Barr’s Hill winners for their excellent project developing vitamin 

supplements that students could take to relieve the issues they were facing.

All students who took part in the final project showcase earned their golden ticket to the 
Scarborough residential taking part in June. Remember students only have until Friday 31st 

March to confirm they will be attending.



See Mrs Stafford 
on Monday 27th 

March if you have 
a piece of work 

you would like to 
submit.

Duke of Edinburgh
Our Bronze and Silver Duke of Edinburgh Awards have started their training for expeditions 
this week. On Wednesday students learnt First Aid and Thursday we saw our groups visiting 
Ryton Pools for Bronze and Cannock Chase for Silver for their navigation training day. They 

were working on compass skills, map reading and pacing. We wish them luck on their 
expeditions in the summer term!
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Run Wild by Gill Lewis

ZPD: 3.5

Description: Izzy and Asha need a space 
to call their own, away from difficult 
families, the skull brothers and the 
trouble they bring. But the derelict 

building site where they stake their claim 
already belongs to something else, a 

wilderness they never expected and an 
injured wolf that desperately needs their 
help. Can they reconnect to the wild and 
save the wolf? Or is their pack too weak 

to fight much stronger powers? A stunning 
tale of our lost connection to nature and 

the wild that hides in us all.

This week’s review has been written by Iveta K from 8EA

Book: Katie Woo: It Doesn’t Need to Rhyme, Katie

Iveta says: It’s a really nice book. And her friends make some rhymes. She made up a 
song that went like this: ‘Roses are Red, Violets are Blue, What’s my name? Katie Woo’.  

Rating: 4/5

Student Book Review

Book of the Week


