
Headteacher’s 
Message

In our final 
week before 
the break 
amongst 
many other 

things Sport has taken a 
prominent place. Visits 
to Old Trafford, rugby 
and football fixtures and 
many, many enrichment 
activities. The school has 
been very busy till long 
after 4pm most days. It 
was great to welcome 
Year 11 parents on Monday 
for what was hopefully 
a very useful evening 
talking about the run up to 
trial exams and the very 
important P16 Choices 
evening on Tuesday 1st 
November. Places for 
this crucial evening can 
be booked via https://bit.
ly/3s59Y6D. Come along 
and find out all about 
your child’s options at 
the end of Year 11 and 
the fantastic offer in P16 
Select. We anticipate 
the evening being very 
busy and we are typically 
slightly inundated by 
students and families from 
other schools. Barr’s Hill 
Students will of course 
get first call on places in 
P16 Select assuming they 
meet the entry criteria but 
places are competitive so 
coming to the evening then 

ensuring that deadlines 
for applications are met is 
very important.

Reading is important.  I 
hope that this is not news 
to you as parents but you 
will know that we value it 
highly in school.  Ensuring 
your child reads regularly 
is a really important 
developmental tool.  It 
unlocks a rich vocabulary 
and inference skills that 
serve students well in 
the academic world.  It 
was lovely to see so 
many parents at the 
Bridge reading evening 
on Tuesday engaging 
with Miss Burman 
and Miss Donaldson 
and talking about our 
reading experiences and 
strategies.  We want our 
learners to read widely 
and often (at least 20 
minutes per day); to 
support this, all students 
can borrow books from 
the main school library, 
their Hub library, or can 
read online via MyOn (our 
online library). It is great 
to see pupils’ reading 
identities expanding and 
that these are being 
celebrated and recorded 
in reading logs, we 
encourage you to check 
these logs (found in 
planners) and discuss 
what books have been 
read and new vocabulary 
explored. Please listen 

out for our upcoming 
reading events and author 
visits, through our weekly 
newsletter and hub 
director weekly updates.  

We hope that all families 
enjoy the half term break. 
Year 11 and 13 students 
should make certain they 
have a proper break and 
a rest but should also be 
revising hard for their trial 
exams. As we all continue 
to feel uncertainty and 
anxiety around the cost-of-
living crisis it’s important 
to restate our standing 
offer, if you have any 
concerns or questions 
about anything please 
do get in touch with your 
child’s Hub Leader, if we 
can help, we will.

Bridge - Mrs Hayer 
hayer.a@barrshill. 
coventry.sch.uk
The Gateway - Mr Smith 
smith.l9@barrshill. 
coventry.sch.uk
Year 9 - Mr Mahon 
mahon.s@barrshill. 
coventry.sch.uk
Year 10 - Mrs Bradbury 
bradbury.j1@barrshill. 
coventry.sch.uk
Year 11 - Miss Wright 
wright.v@barrshill. 
coventry.sch.uk
Post 16 - Miss Wilcox 
wilcox.a@barrshill. 
coventry.sch.uk
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Y13 Visit Old Trafford
On Friday 7th October our Year 13 Sport group visited Old Trafford football stadium to take part in 
an educational workshop about business in sport. The group are currently studying a business in 

sport module and will sit an exam in January. The workshop looked at Manchester United the global 
brand and students learnt about social media tricks, how the business makes revenue, and how the 

club is marketed. All of these things could feature in the students’ exam.

Whilst at Old Trafford the students visited the museum and learnt a lot about the history of the club, 
including learning about the Munich air disaster. They were also taken on a tour of the stadium 

and visited the dressing room where they were able to try on shirts and sit in players seats such 
as Ronaldo and Rashford. They sat in the dug outs, and visited the press conference room where 

iconic players such as Eric Cantona were signed. It was a great day and the students impressed the 
staff at Old Trafford with their business knowledge. We wish them the best of luck for their exam in 

January.

Modern Art
Students in Year 8 have been learning about 
positive and negative space as part of their 

Modern Art project.

Looking at the surrealist Rene Magritte 
they created their own paper cutting design 

mounted on colour washes. Then they 
moved on to larger scale stencils. Oscar K 

demonstrating his skills.



Royal Society Young People’s Book Prize
It is with great pride that we have been chosen to be on the 

judging panel for the 2022 Royal Society Young People’s Book 
Prize. This is a great opportunity for our learners to read 

across subjects, particularly those who love Science! The Young 
People’s Book Prize aims to promote literacy in young people 
and to inspire them to read about science. It also supports the 

writing of excellent, accessible STEM books for under-14s. 

A shortlisting panel made up of scientists, an actor, a teacher, and children’s authors has whittled 
down dozens of titles to six of the year’s most fascinating books which can be seen below:
https://royalsociety.org/grants-schemes-awards/book-prizes/young-peoples-book-prize/

Our judges will mirror the societies own shortlisting panel by electing their own Chair, holding 
judging meetings, discussing the merits of each book and submitting their vote and comments.  

Winners are to be announced in March 2023. 

This week in Science club:
YEAR 7’s looked at their fingerprints and identified the chemicals. 

YEAR 8’s looked their cheek cells on the microscope.

YEAR 9’s and 10’s did the DNA Extraction from kiwis. 

Marie Curie-ousity Academy reflected on the practical they performed last week



Year 7 Rugby
Last week our Year 7 rugby team travelled to Finham Park school for a fixture. The team, 
who were only playing in their second game, started really well both defensively and in 

attack. After an end to end first half the scores were level at 5 tries each. In the 2nd half our 
Year 7 team began to work together more and were able to add 7 more tries to their first 

half tally with the game finishing 12-8 to Barr’s Hill.

All of the students performed brilliantly and have started to work really well together even 
though the majority of them are new to the sport. A special shout out to Syed who was our 

top try scorer with 4 tries!

Science and Art Competition
Some lovely entries so far into the cross-circular Science and Art competition. Mya, Darius 

and Larah in Year 7 really explored the use of mixed media to create their pieces. Well done!



This beautiful optically blended butterfly is the work of 
Year 9 student Zahraa. Within our ‘Bugs’ project we have 
looked at the line and pattern illustrations created by 

Millie Marotta.

Using coloured pencils to blend together a range of colours, 
the work is an outstanding example of Zahraa’s dedication 

to Art.

Y7 Football
The Year 7 football team played their first West Midlands school cup game against Walsall 

Academy on Monday. Barr’s Hill took the kick off on their home pitch and from the beginning 
were relentless in attack. Xavier was our centre Midfielder and was outstanding all game 
playing the ball through to our quick strikers Demari and Jayden. In the first 15 minutes 
Barr’s Hill had 6 chances in front of goal and an excellent performance from the Walsall 
keeper kept us from getting an early goal. As the half went on the game became more 

balanced however due to an outstanding performance from Harvey and Callum the 
opposition were unable to penetrate the defence and get near the goal. Walsall took 2 shots 

in the first 20 minutes from long range and both went in. By the second half Barr’s Hill 
Stepped up and due to some great pressure from Demari we were able to get two goals to 

equalise. The game ended 3-2 to Walsall due to another long range free kick. What was most 
impressive from the Barr’s Hill students was how they fought back and their attitude during 
the game towards each other and the opposition was excellent. The team were buzzing after 
the game and all students were congratulating each other for an outstanding performance.

The picture below shows the positivity of the team after the game. Amazing.
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Silence Is Not An Option: Find Your Voice and Be Your Best Self by Stuart 
Laurence

Reading Age: 10+

Description: In this book, Stuart Lawrence talks 
about what he has learned from life- the tools 
that have helped him live positively and kept 
him moving forwards when times have been 

tough. “We all want to be successful in life and 
to be remembered for our achievements- but 

how can we do that, when the world can seem so 
big and scary?” Stuart Lawrence is the younger 
brother of Stephen Lawrence, the young man who, on 22nd April 1993, at 
the age of just 18, was murdered in an unprovoked racist attack. Stuart is 
an educator and motivational speaker, dedicated to helping to transform 

the life chances of young people.

Book of the Week

This week’s review has been written by Alesha O from 8ME

Book: Star Switch by Alesha Dixon

Alesha says: This book is really good because it has a few characters named 
Ruby, Naomi, Mel and Martin. I dislike nothing about this book and would 

recommend it.    

Student Book Review


