
Headteacher’s 
Message

Well done to 
Year 11 for 
completing a 
crucial set of 
trial exams this 
week.  It will be 

Year 13’s turn next!  Trial 
exam weeks are not easy 
but they do serve as very 
useful preparation for 
the summer exams.  The 
most important aspect 
is the feedback from 
the exams.  Next week 
teachers will go through 
papers forensically with 
the students so they know 
exactly how they did and 
critically what they can 
improve on next time and 
how to go about it.  A vital, 
vital week of learning.
Bridge students are now 
settled into their fantastic 

new building.  We are 
now starting to work on 
developing The Gateway 
space, new signage went 
up this week and we 
have furniture ordered 
to make the Heart 
Space more welcoming 
and comfortable.  It 
has certainly made a 
difference to staff, visitors 
and local residents to have 
the builders compound 
removed from the car 
park however it remains 
in a poor state, we are 
now starting the final 
phase of the whole project 
to rebuild and resurface 
the entire car park.  Work 
will take place during the 
summer break in August 
2023 but planning is taking 
place now.

The Echo Eternal Project 
continues to amaze, a 
group of wonderful Year 
9 students are working 

closely with Everybody 
Dance and will be 
producing a series of short 
performances that we 
are all looking forward to 
seeing.  It is great to see 
our students working so 
well with such significant 
national figures and 
groups in the performing 
arts industry.  This builds 
on our Residency with 
Highly Sprung who will 
soon be working on a 
play in a day with Year 8. 
Students with an interest 
in Law from Year 10, 
11, 12 and 13 were also 
visited by Senior Counsel 
and Head of recruitment 
from prestigious London 
Law firm Farrer & Co. 
Read more abiut this 
amazing opportunity in the 
newsletter.
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On Tuesday evening both 
Year 7 football teams 

ventured over to President 
Kennedy to take part in the 
very first Trust Cup against 
President Kennedy & Stoke 
Park. The girls football team 

played their first game 
against President Kennedy, 
the match was end to end 

and neither team broke the 
deadlock until the last few 
minutes of the game. The 
girls were determined as 
always and continued to 

push the President Kennedy 
defence and Georgia went 
through on goal to score 

Barr’s Hill’s first goal of the 
game. The second game 

was always going to be a lot 
tougher as they faced their 
opponents from last week. 

The team started off brightly, 
again holding off Stoke Park 
for the first half of the match 
but soon after halftime Stoke 
Park scored. Again, the Barr’s 
Hill girls didn’t let their heads 
drop and continued to work 
as a team to try and keep 
Stoke Park from scoring 

more. Sharone broke clear 
from the half way line and 

scored a powerful shot 1 on 
1 with the keeper. The picture 

below shows how cohesive 
the girls are as a team. They 
continue to become better 

players through every game 
and look forward to showing 
this in their next fixture in a 

few weeks’ time.

Year 7 Football

The boys got off to a rocky start in the first game as they 
struggled to adjust to the 5 a side formations. As the games 
went on the boys began to string together some excellent 
passages of play which led to us scoring more goals and 
putting more pressure on the opponents. Abaid K had an 

excellent tournament where he was controlling the ball and 
working hard to link the play in the centre. Demari B was also 
extremely high energy and was excellent at getting on the end 
of a number of our goals. Our most impressive performance 

came from Tyler C who made several miraculous saves 
which kept us in the games we played.  



This week in Science club:
   The Year 7s made alginate worms 

            The Year 8s made slime

  The Year 9s and 10s did flame tests 

In Marie-Curiosity Academy the students presented their project to the 
class and reflected on their strengths and areas for development

The first reward trip for Year 7 took place on Thursday 3rd November and it was bowling! 
We took 14 students to Tenpin Coventry for a competition of two games. Ali won the first 

game and Esmae won the second game which meant 10 PRIDE points each! They all had a 
brilliant time!

Bowling Reward Trip



This week we were be visited by Sara Hunt, Senior Counsel, and Katherine Wilde, the Head of 
Recruitment, from prestigious London Law firm Farrer & Co LLP to speak to students who had 

expressed an interest in careers in Law.

 The students in Year 10, 11, 12 and 13 gained an insight into the Law industry and what it takes to 
work for one of the country’s top law firms. The employees gave students real life scenarios to work 
through and shared invaluable advice on how successful careers can be built and sustained in Law 

including what decisions need to be made at both Post 16 and Post 18 to best prepare them.

 This was an unprecedented opportunity for Barr’s Hill students and they all took full advantage 
asking lots of probing questions to ensure they left with all the information they needed to develop 

and secure their career plans for the future.

 Our visitors were blown away by the maturity of our students and how prepared they were in 
regards to the research they had completed into their future destinations.

 We want to express our thanks to Sara and Katherine for travelling from London to deliver this face 
to face session and also commend our students on their excellent display of PRIDE throughout.

Visit from prestigious London Law firm 
Farrer & Co



Following on from their 
incredible performance of 

‘Castaway’ last month, the crew 
at Highly Sprung Theatre are 
returning to Barr’s Hill School 
on Wednesday 30th November 

to work with all Gateway 
students who will be creating 

their own ‘Play in a Day’.

Pupils will spend the first part 
of the day devising different 
sections of a performance 
inspired by nature and the 

environment before performing 
their work to each other as one 

large group at the end of the 
day.

Our pupils will continue to work 
with Highly Sprung in school 

but there is also the wonderful 
opportunity for students to 

join their weekly youth group 
- either Sprung Launch or 

Advance. These take place in a 
location very close to the school 
and bursaries are available to 
fund places for all Barr’s Hill 
Students. Contact your Hub 

Director or Mr Michael if you are 
interested in attending a free 

taster session.

Our Partnership with Highly Sprung Theatre

Classics for All, the Warwick Classics Network, and Barr's Hill School are working together to organise an 
event that helps other schools introduce Classics to their secondary curriculum.

 On Monday 14th February 2023, teachers and Senior Leaders from across the country will be visiting Barr’s 
Hill School to understand more about the incredible curriculum offer our students receive. Visitors on the day 

will have the opportunity to see a Classics lesson in action, getting a better understanding of how they are 
taught as well as seeing the brilliant work they have produced. Our students will also be taking part in a Q 

and A panel where visitors get to ask them questions about their experience of learning Classics.

 We are very much looking to hosting this event and if you would like to learn more about the event or our 
Classics curriculum, please do speak to Miss Phillips, Head of History, Classics & Politics, in the first instance.

 

Student’s learning in Classics and Latin to be 
showcased on a national stage



GCSE Year 10 Art & Photography have been working with our digital cameras in order to explore 
the visual elements and camera techniques. Using spaghetti letters and additional resources 
like cutlery, chopping boards and plates students had to think about the angles to take their 

photographs, the words and placement of the letters and the composition of the picture. Some 
fantastic photography work was on show in the class. Well Done Year 10!

Year 10 Art & Photography

A fantastic final assessment 
from Kayla in our Bridge 

cohort. Refining her skills in 
the formal elements in order 

to produce an 'advanced' 
watercolour scary face! 

Our students raised £54.55 for the 
British Legion by selling poppies 

for Remembrance Day.

Congratulations to all our Year 12 students who 
have been accepted on various higher education 
pathway programmes this week. If you are yet to 
apply to a pathway, please speak to Mrs Saund.



See Mrs Stafford for more details
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The Rollercoaster Boy by Lisa Thompson

ZPD: 4.2

Description: Todd and Laurie’s dad is either 
on top of the world, taking them on fun 

adventures, or down in the depths and sleeping 
all the time. In the middle of the night, he 

bundles them into the car and drives them 
to the Paradise Hotel. He paints a picture of a 

luxurious mansion surrounded by acres of land- 
a fairground, a swanky swimming pool, firework 
displays. The reality is a rundown dump – and 
the disappointment means Dad takes to his bed. Todd and Laurie have the 
run of the place, and meet Scout, the daughter of the owner, who tells 
them about the night many years ago when a famous novelist vanished 

from her room, which was locked from the inside…with a mystery to solve, 
and Dad to worry about, this holiday is full of twists and turns.

This week’s review has been written by Tariq A from 8HM

Book: Northern Lights by Philip Pullman

Tariq says: This book is adventurous and mysterious. It is very interesting and 
I recommend it. My favourite character is Lyra.  

Rating: 4.5/5

Student Book Review

Book of the Week


