
Headteacher’s 
Message

An action 
packed term 
comes to a 
close with a 
lovely week 
of Christmas 

activities interleaved with 
learning.  Year 11 had a 
full day unpicking GCSE 
Conflict Poetry, hard work 
but essential and should 
give them a real boost/
jump start when the new 
term comes.  Meanwhile 
History students in Year 10 
and 11 experienced WW1 
in Virtual Reality while 
jaws dropped at the Create 
and Perform showcase 
evening.  The showcase 
was a particular highlight, 
students live cooking, 
demonstrating how to 
build a computer, and a 
stunning performance 
from our Year 8 students 

working with our Artist in 
Residence Highly Sprung. 
The whole event was 
catered by our amazing 
students to professional 
standards.  The new 
Bridge building certainly 
gave a stunning backdrop 
but the students were the 
stars.  A special mention to 
Loriah in Year 8 who gave 
a stunning performance in 
the lead role of 'The Snow 
Child' in the Highly Sprung 
production.

A fantastic basketball 
game against local rivals 
Bablake School went 
down to the buzzer with 
our amazing KS5 Team 
prevailing by a single 
point, meanwhile some of 
our students visited our 
Christmas pop up shop 
this week to choose and 
wrap presents for friends 
and family.  Hubs had free 
hot chocolate lunch times 
and the corridors rang 
with Christmas music 

thanks to Miss Marks and 
Miss Lloyd!

There is information about 
a number of opportunities 
for students and families 
over the Christmas break 
in the Hub weekly emails 
this week.  Holiday Camps 
across Coventry are 
available and free for our 
students.  All offer heated 
activities plus free food/
meals.  In addition there 
are 28 ways that local 
families can find support 
if they need it.  I hope that 
you all manage to spend 
some quality time with 
family during the break, 
stay warm and rest well.  

We look forward to seeing 
all of the students again on 
Wednesday 4th January 
at the normal time for 
another action packed 
term.

Mr C Jupp

NEWSletter
16th December | 2022



Last week the Year 13 English A Level students went to London for a festive day out and to be part 

of the amazing Immersive Gatsby experience. Students were transported back to the 1920s and 

immersed in one of Jay Gatsby’s famous parties – full of dancing, drama and opulence! 

It was an excellent way for students to experience the plot of one of their set texts as well as a 

lovely reward for all their hard work.

Immersive Gatsby Experience

Absolutely fantastic cubism work this week in Year 8! 
Inspired by Pablo Picasso, students observed everyday 

objects and created geometric designs. 



On Tuesday 13th December, Time Travel History visited Barr’s Hill to offer revision sessions for the 

WW1 Medicine GCSE paper, through the use of real artefacts from WW1 and virtual reality headsets. 

All Year 10 & Year 11 students who selected history as their GCSE option took part – this will greatly 

support Year 10 in particular who have their first set of trial exams in the new year.

The students looked at life in the trenches, different diseases and injuries soldiers could sustain 

as well as different types of weapons such as shells, artillery blasts and gas attacks (the students 

were able to smell the gasses).

Both Year 10 & Year 11 really enjoyed their session, and Barr’s Hill will continue to work with Time 

Travel History to ensure our students have a range of aspirational experiences which will support 

their learning.

WW1 Event

Year 9 came to the end of their rotation last week and to 
complete their project they created reading book and iPad 

pillows. Students created their stencils, printed their designs 
with fabric paint and then sewed the fabric together to make 
their pillow. These finished pieces are some of the beautiful 

pillows created.  Well done Year 9!



On Friday our KS5 basketball 
team had their second league 

game of the season. The 
team have been training 

well but knew that the game 
against Bablake would be 

tough. 

We went into the first quarter 
strong and dominated the 

game scoring quick baskets 
and playing solid defence. 

We looked strong but knew 
that Bablake would soon 

settle into the game. After 
the first 5 minutes we lost 

our composure and Bablake 
started to take the lead. We 

were trailing by 6 points 
at half time and needed to 

change our tactics. 

Offensive and defensive 
rebounds were where we 
were losing the game so 
we decided to play 3 big 

players inside the key. This 
worked and created space 

for our guards to shoot from 
the outside. We were level 
with one minute to go and 

emotions were high. All 
players on court and on the 
bench knew that we could 
win the game and all stuck 

together and supported each 
other throughout the nervous 

final seconds. 

There were 6 seconds left on 
the clock and Precious took 
a shot but was fouled whilst 
in shooting action. The score 
was 45-45. Whilst Precious 
took to the foul line Ben was 

KS5 Basketball Team   
called over to the team bench 
to relay the tactics to the rest 
of the team. They knew they 

needed to put a full court 
press on to stop Bablake 

from getting the ball up the 
court. 

Precious missed his first 
shot and scored his second. 
Within moments the team 
smothered the opposition 

making it increasingly 
difficult for them to inbound 
the ball. Bablake manage to 

string 2 passes together then 
we had possession back and 
had to hold the ball until the 

final seconds ran out. We had 
done it! We won by 1 point 
with the final score 46-45. 

A huge congratulations to 
the team for their resilience 
and effort. A special shout 
out to Davide B who was 

voted the MVP for his effort 
and composure throughout 
the game, especially in the 

crucial moments.



This week we have been thrilled to open our Barr’s Hill Christmas Pop-Up Shop. Students from vulnerable families have 
been invited to the shop to select free gifts for family members, which they then wrapped up and wrote a card to go 
alongside. They were supported by our Year 11 Student Leaders who went to great lengths to make the shop festive 

with decorations, Christmas music and chocolate treats provided. We hope this makes a small difference to those 
families struggling with the current cost of living crisis.

Alongside this we delivered 20 food parcels and chocolate hampers to families in need to support them in getting 
through the festive season, the contents of which were made from a mixture of the wonderful donations from Langar 

Aid and contributions from businesses, staff and students.

None of the above would have been possible without the generous donations from staff, Governors and our business 
links including Buckingham Group, Serco, Taylor Wimpey, GF Tomlinson, Asda, Morrisons, Tesco, UHCW, Coventry 

University and University of  Warwick. We would like to offer a huge thank you for all of the support given.

Barr’s Hill Christmas Pop-Up Shop



Is creativity really important?
This was the question posed at the Create and Perform Christmas Showcase last week. What place 
does creativity have in the world, and how does it help us? The answer came back as a resounding 

'YES!' as our students demonstrated the many ways that they have grown their creativity across 
their seven year journey at Barr's Hill.

Visitors heard from a Year 7 STEM student who passed around a 3D printed light beacon, saw a 
Year 9 Food student cook a stir fry live on stage, witnessed the progress of a Year 10 Art student 

who shared how they had grown since Year 7, and finally watched one of our sixth formers build a 
computer.

This was all followed by an outstanding performance of 'The Snow Child' from our resident 
theatre company (and the UK's top physical theatre company), Highly Sprung. Our Year 8 students 

had devised the play only the day before, but from the moment they took the stage we were all 
transported to another world.

The evening ended with a fascinating argument for the importance of creativity delivered by a Year 
11 student, before an alumni took the stage to share where his 7 year journey had taken him. The 

biggest round of applause, however, was for the Year 10 student who had cooked delicious canapes 
for everyone in attendance.

Speech written by Nell Year 11 - Good evening. Tonight has shown you a broad range of the creativity 
within this school, and I expect you're now wondering how this can make an impact on students. Is creativity 
really important? I personally believe it is. I think it's the most beneficial set of skills you can develop through 

school, with the ability to vastly impact many people, and I'm going to try and tell you why. 

Throughout my five years at Barr’s Hill, I’ve been lucky enough to experience a large variety of the creative 
opportunities available through school, from choir performances to art clubs, computer science to drama, and 

the range of creative experiences has, I think, taught me my most valuable lessons.

These opportunities have ranged from small scale projects to large scale experiences outside of school, including 
things like a young producers programme I participated in with Highly Sprung, when I was in year nine. 

This unique project allowed me to join with my peers from other schools, and contribute towards the process 
of creating the ‘Changing Climates Festival’, where young people came together to create an event, using 

storytelling and performance to convey the impact of the climate crisis, and inspire audiences to take action 
before it’s too late. This incredible opportunity gave me the chance to see the planning and dedication needed 

to produce a show like this, and allowed me to meet new friends across the city, who I wouldn’t have met 
otherwise.

Create and Perform Christmas Showcase



As part of larger group working towards the same goal, I learnt the importance of both collaboration and 
communication, while understanding the use of being a good leader when necessary, but also how to be part of 
a team, with others leading instead. As well as this, I witnessed how it is possible to portray issues in an engaging 

way which can prompt an audience to learn about the problem, but also give them the tools to try and solve 
it. I feel these are all vital skills, applicable in many aspects of both school and general life, and I couldn’t have 

developed them without such creative opportunities, as these skills come from experience, rather than being 
learnt in a classroom environment.

This is only one example of a creative opportunity I’ve had, but it led to so many other experiences too, and 
had a further impact on me, so I hope it demonstrates the relevance creativity has, not necessarily in the sense 
of being a physical piece of art, but how the process of developing ideas and stretching imagination is essential 

for honing creative and critical skills for later life.

However, artistic lessons in school can also help develop these. For example, I chose to take GCSE art, and it’s 
given me the chance to both develop my practical skills with materials like paint and pencils, but has also taught 
me to think in a more abstract way, questioning how a prompt can be interpreted to create work unique to me. 
This creative and critical thinking has also been reflected in the computer science lessons I do, similarly working 
to try and construct a successful yet efficient solution to a problem, most likely a programming challenge. Both 

of these courses have challenged me to use my imagination to problem solve more efficiently and in a more 
innovative way.

As you can imagine, these strengths are applicable to a wide range of other things, such as thinking critically 
within both maths and English and, although these skills are somewhat developed in these subjects, being 
stretched in different ways through different types of experiences help them to be much more flexible and 

effective.

I believe that these experiences have helped to shape my personality, providing me with the tools I need to 
become a more rounded person, and as you’ve seen tonight, I’m not the only one who has been positively 

impacted through engagement with the arts and creative projects. 

Throughout the seven year journey, alongside lessons, we are encouraged to take opportunities which further 
different aspects of our education, and I think these are vital to the development of a proficient and adaptable 
person by the end of school. I hope this evening has given you an insight into both the opportunities provided 
to students, and how they affect us positively over our time at Barr’s Hill, and it's exciting to imagine the 

experiences which will impact each student in this room as we continue our seven year journey.

So is creativity really important? Whether it's art, photography, 3D modelling, programming, drama 
or food - the answer from our students was 'Yes! ...are there any canapes left?'



Two of our amazing Year 13 students, Gaurav B and Amir K have been 
participating in the Cambridge University Stem Smart programme throughout the 
whole of 2022.  In order to successfully achieve and gain their certificates, they not 
only needed to participate in Phase One (Jan – May) sufficiently to be encouraged 

to progress to Phase Two, but have engaged in a very tangible way with the 
programme since May.  This has involved weekly extra questions (many of which 
develop problem solving techniques which go beyond the requirements of A-level) 
as well as supporting their learning within the syllabus.  They have also attended 
online tutorials which were given weekly in each subject and in many cases have 

also been asked to send in written solutions for marking by our supervisors.  This 
is an incredible achievement for these students and is representative of the many 

opportunities we are able to provide for our Post 16 students in Barr’s Hill. 

This week our Year 13 Sociology students attended 

Coventry Magistrates Court to learn more about their 

current topic Crime and Deviance. Students heard 

from the court delivery manager learning about all 

the different roles available in the court, the court 

usher and had the opportunity to speak to the sitting 

Magistrates between cases. They then sat in on the 

Domestic Violence court and were able to see how 

prosecutors and solicitors work together to ensure 

the correct penalty is enforced.

Year 13 Sociology Trip

Another visit from our Alumni, this 
time speaking to Year 11 and Year 12 

Spanish students about how their GCSE 
and A Level qualification can help 

them with their future qualifications 
and careers. Thanks to Nick and 

Zuleha for joining us.



This week Year 11 were 
treated to some festive cheer 

in the form of a Hot Chocolate 
Station, which was well timed 
with the cold weather we have 
been having! This was led by 
Cerys, Maisie, Rachel and Izzy 
and was a welcome treat for 

students after putting in lots of 
effort during their English Day.

Our create and perform showcase last week enabled students 
from across the years to showcase their work. The large 
framed art work helped to brighten up our new Bridge 
heartspace and is just a small example of the talent our 

students have in art and photography across our key stages. 



Task:
Take up to 3 

photographs based 
upon the theme,

‘Beauty of 
Architecture’.

Competition age 
groups:

Intermediate    
11-13 year olds

(year 7-9)

Senior     
14-17 year olds

(yr 10-13)

SCHOOL PRIZES
1ST PRIZE IN EACH AGE 

GROUP
£10 VOUCHER OF YOUR 
CHOICE AND FRAMED 

PHOTOGRAPH

2ND& 3RD PRIZE
£5 VOUCHER OF YOUR 

CHOICE

ROTARY CLUB PRIZE
£50 

All entries receive a 
certificate

The photos can be colour or black and white and 
can be either printed or emailed to Mrs Stafford. 

Mobile Phones, digital or traditional cameras may 
be used to take a photo.

In addition, each entrant should provide a brief 
sentence of what each photograph represents in 

relation to the theme.

Further Information and application forms can be 
requested via email from Mrs. Stafford

Closing date:  Friday 10th February 2023  

Entries to Mrs. Stafford in ART or via email 
Stafford.a1@barrshill.coventry.sch.uk



Barr’s Hill School
Radford Road
Coventry
CV1 4BU

W: www.barrshill.coventry.sch.uk
E: schooladmin@barrshill.coventry.sch.uk
T: 024 7623 4600
     @BH_Coventry

A Christmas Carol: A Graphic Novel (MyON)

Reading age: 10+

Description: Ebenezer Scrooge has always hated 
Christmas, but in the particular Eve, he’s given 

another reason to be wary of the holiday- 
the ghost of Jacob Marley comes to visit! Clad 

in heavy chains and burdensome weights, 
Marley’s ghost warns scrooge that three spirits 
will visit him through the night, each with a 
ghastly story to share. Will Scrooge’s ghoulish 
experience teach him to embrace the spirit of 
Christmas, or will he say ‘bah humbug’ to the 

holidays for the last time?

This week’s review has been written by Sienna M from 8HM

Book: The Girl of Ink and Stars

Sienna says: This book is about a cartographer’s daughter on the Isle of Joya. After 
the governor comes, the island doesn’t feel the same. Isabella is best friends with 

the governors daughter Lupe. When a girl is found dead in the forgotten territories, 
an argument breaks out between the girls. Lupe heads into the forgotten territories 

alone and Isabella (disguised as a boy) goes to find her.  

Student Book Review

Book of the Week


