
Headteacher’s 
Message

A lovely week 
in school saw 
our usual 
purposeful 
business.  Year 
10 started 

important trial exams 
while Year 12 students 
sat real exams in Sport 
and Business.  Some Year 
13 and Year 11 students 
have real exams coming 
up in vocational subjects 
whilst all of Year 11 have 
their final and crucial set 
of trial exams starting 5th 
February, only 3 school 
weeks away.

There was amazing news 
this week as we found out 
that 3 of our fantastic Year 
13 students have been 
successful in receiving 
University offers to study 
medicine.  This is a highly 
competitive field and 
they have completed the 

national BMAT exam plus 
rigorous interviews to 
get to this stage.  Two are 
holding offers from the 
University of Birmingham 
and one from Oxford 
University.  Well done to 
Raheema, Imama and 
Fharidah.

Meanwhile, the level of 
academic challenge has 
been high throughout 
the school.  Bridge 
students had their first 
masterclass and were 
subjected to a lecture 
from me!  I focussed on 
my degree specialism 
and we unpicked the 
topic "Are the traditional 
Political Ideologies of 
Left and Right irrelevant 
in the modern world".  
The content was highly 
challenging but the 
students responded 
well.  This is the first 
in a series of lectures 
and masterclasses to 
really push our students 
to think at a high level.  
All Bridge students are 

welcome to attend if 
they are interested in 
any of the topics.  This 
links beautifully to the 
Post 16 lecture series for 
Year 12 students led by 
Oxford University, starting 
next week with the topic 
Mathematics, Magic, and 
Mongols: the forces that 
shaped mediaeval Islamic 
astronomy and more 
interesting areas to follow.

Our creative subjects 
continue to thrive, off the 
back of some stunning 
performing arts recently in 
both the drama curriculum 
and via our artist in 
residence Highly Sprung it 
was great to find out that 
our Art department have 
achieved the 'Artsmark 
Gold Award', a reflection of 
their amazing curriculum 
running right up to A-Level 
Art and Photography. Well 
done to all the students 
and staff involved.

Mr C Jupp
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It is with great pleasure 

we can announce that 

Barr’s Hill School has 

achieved Gold Artsmark 

status. Artsmark is the only 

creative quality standard for 

schools and is accredited 

by Arts Council England. 

Over an extended period 

due to the pandemic, we 

had to demonstrate that 

arts, culture and creativity 

are embedded across the 

curriculum. After a rigorous 

assessment, we are very 

proud of what has been 

achieved. 

Gold 
Artsmark 

Status

Enrichment
We offer a huge and diverse range of Sports, Creative 
Performance and Service opportunities. See below for 

all the options available for the Spring Term. 
https://www.barrshill.coventry.sch.uk/enrichment/



January 2023 has seen the launch of our Bridge Higher Attainer Programme where 53 of our 

Bridge cohort, who are achieving above their age related expectations, are taking part in an 

exciting opportunity to stretch and challenge them further as they have shown great progress 

and determination in their learning. Students will be taking part in a series of academic lectures 

delivered by teaching staff in a field in which they are passionate/interested in, developing their 

knowledge and understanding even further than just what is taught through the Bridge curriculum.

The first lecture was delivered by our headteacher Mr Jupp on ‘The traditional ideologies of left 

and right are no longer relevant in world politics’. Students listened intently in our staged Bridge 

heartspace as Mr Jupp explained about politics across the years and students discussed their 

own ideas with each other. We look forward to seeing how our Bridge High Attainers develop their 

knowledge in lectures such as reading conventions, animal colour vision, creativity in the wider 

world, RE as an atheist, highly luminescent gold nanoparticles, humanities, prime numbers and 

insects.

Bridge Higher Attainer Programme 2023

Over the next three weeks, post 16 students will have the opportunity to attend the below virtual 

lectures run by Oxford University in the Post 16 Hub each Tuesday at 4pm. This is a fantastic 

opportunity for students to explore topics of interest or learn something new.

17th January Yusuf Tayara Mathematics, Magic, and Mongols: the forces that shaped 
mediaeval Islamic astronomy

24th January Fleur MacInnes Transfeminine Activism in 1970s 

31st January Clare Burgess Women of the World': Prostitution and Gender in Late 16th 
Century Seville

Oxford University Lecture Series



As students in year 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 are working towards their Bronze, Silver and Gold Duke 
of Edinburgh Awards it is fantastic to see their evidence to support their sections. As part of their 

sections they choose a physical activity, volunteering activity and skill activity to take part for a 
duration of time. Some of the volunteering activities that students have taken part in include our 

school Junior Leadership Team, Tutor Ambassadors leading quizzes, helping to lead Art Academy or 
Maths Club. Two fantastic volunteering activities that have been excellent to witness has been the 
passion for helping our environment by litter picking in the local area and another student being a 

library leader. In the physical section students often represent their school teams in a range of sports, 
however physical activities that students have tried at home include following youtube tutorials for 
yoga to increase flexibility and stamina, swimming lessons and dance. The skill section is where we 

most often see students shine as they try new ventures or perfect current hobbies. New languages of 
Mandarin and Japanese, coin collecting, crochet, digital art, musical instruments, making jewellery, 

cooking and learning first aid are just a few. Here are some photographic evidence of skills:

Duke of Edinburgh Award   



Our athletics team were back in action this Tuesday at the Xcel 
centre. Our Year 7’s were apprehensive ahead of the event, 

however in the first event of the competition the - 2 lap sprint - 
Adam K settled any doubts with an outstanding display of speed 
and a very convincing winning margin. This gave the whole team 

the confidence leading into their next events. The girls did an 
excellent job in the shot put with Grace S & Maymunah N where 
they finished in the top 3 of the 12 girls throwing. We also had 
a great performance from Haider K in the standing triple jump 
where he jumped over 5.5 metres which won the triple jump for 
the event. The students finished extremely well and were very 

positive and supportive of each other throughout. Our boys team 
finished in first place and are through to the next round which will 
be regional championships in Solihull. The girls team finished 5th 

just 2 points short of 4th. 

A great performance from both teams. The Year 8 teams go next 
week where we hope to get another team into the next round.

Year 7 Athletics  

The last week of term saw our Year 8 
Future Grad students travel to St Mary’s 
Guildhall to learn about the history and 
heritage of Coventry. Students studied 
the oldest tapestry in the UK housed 
in the main hall, discussed laws from 

the past, tried on traditional outfits and 
learnt how to ribbon weave. Following 
this, we returned to the Coventry Boys 

and Girls Club to take part in the “Future 
of Coventry University” workshop where 
they made plans for campus in the year 

2222. 

It was a brilliant day and students were 
fascinated with all they learnt.

Year 8 Future Grad trip to St Mary’s Guildhall



This week in Science club: 
Working as an Engineer

The bridge had a competition to see who 

could build the strongest boat out of foil

The Gateway had a competition to see who could build the strongest 

bridge out of spaghetti

Year 9 & 10 had a competition to see who could build the tallest 

lighthouse out of paper and foil

The Marie Curie-ousity Academy created a presentation to demonstrate 
their research for their environmental challenge

Our Year 10 Art GCSE students have 
been working on the theme of ‘Close 
Up’. They have selected their media 
and an object to create a large scale 

painting, Ava has completed her 
vintage car in acrylic painting. 

A fantastic example of work!



Task:
Take up to 3 

photographs based 
upon the theme,

‘Beauty of 
Architecture’.

Competition age 
groups:

Intermediate    
11-13 year olds

(year 7-9)

Senior     
14-17 year olds

(yr 10-13)

SCHOOL PRIZES
1ST PRIZE IN EACH AGE 

GROUP
£10 VOUCHER OF YOUR 
CHOICE AND FRAMED 

PHOTOGRAPH

2ND& 3RD PRIZE
£5 VOUCHER OF YOUR 

CHOICE

ROTARY CLUB PRIZE
£50 

All entries receive a 
certificate

The photos can be colour or black and white and 
can be either printed or emailed to Mrs Stafford. 

Mobile Phones, digital or traditional cameras may 
be used to take a photo.

In addition, each entrant should provide a brief 
sentence of what each photograph represents in 

relation to the theme.

Further Information and application forms can be 
requested via email from Mrs. Stafford

Closing date:  Friday 10th February 2023  

Entries to Mrs. Stafford in ART or via email 
Stafford.a1@barrshill.coventry.sch.uk
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Tiger Curse by Colleen Houck

ZPD: 5.4

Description: The last thing Kelsey Hayes 
thought she’d be doing this summer was 

trying to break a 300-year-old Indian curse. 
With a mysterious white tiger named Ren. 

Halfway around the world. But that’s exactly 
what happened. Face-to-face with dark 

forces, spellbinding magic, and the mystical 
worlds where nothing is what it seems, Kelsey 
risks everything to piece together an ancient 
prophecy that could break the curse forever.

This week’s review has been written by Apishan P from 8HM

Book: Why do Snakes and Other Animals have Scales?

Apishan says: This book has so much information about all the lizards that are on 
the earth. I liked this book because it told me how they got scales.

Rating: 5/5 

Student Book Review

Book of the Week


