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Headteacher’s
Message
What an
amazing week.
We finally
moved our
fantastic Bridge
students into
their new building. A
very exciting moment for
them and the staff! The
building is incredible and it
also means that Gateway
students now have their
own space. There is a
huge amount of work still
to do, especially in the
Gateway, to get the spaces
exactly right but both are
a huge upgrade on what
we had before. once we
have settled in a little and
worked through some
of the issues we plan to
offer opportunities for any

interested parents to see
the building and find out
more about how it will
transform the students
experiences.
We've also welcomed the
Birmingham and Midland
Society who alongside
Highly Sprung are working
with our Year 9 students
on phase 2 of the Echo
Eternal project. Phase
1 was incredible, an
emotional and moving
performance and series of
events so we are excited
to see what the phase 2
students will produce.
Parents will be invited
to the final performance
towards the end of the
year.
Friday saw our annual
Remembrance Day silence
and activity. Given global
events at present and

some of our families with
ties in areas affected, it
was particularly poignant.
A huge thanks to all the
staff and students for
handling what can be
challenging and emotional
so respectfully and
thoughtfully.
Year 11 started their trial
exams this week and
continue next week. A
challenging but critical
time for them so they can
understand there areas
for development in each
subject and work hard on
them. Year 13 trial exams
start w/c 21st November.
Mr C Jupp

Echo Project
Barr’s Hill students have had the privilege to again take part in the Echo Eternal Project. The project
is run by CORE educational trust in collaboration with the Government Holocaust Memorial Trust.
Barr’s Hill have been gifted a survivor testimony from Harry Olmer who survived the Holocaust
during WW2. Today our students, supported by Birmingham Opera Company, began making
their echo of Harry’s testimony. A musical and movement piece, designed and performed by the
students themselves to honour Harry’s testimony. They worked throughout the whole day with two
specialists from the Birmingham Opera Company creating rhymes, poems, raps and practising their
singing to eventually culminate in one piece commemorating Harrys testimony.
Our students will be performing this piece in Birmingham City Centre in January, along with other
selected schools in the West Midlands area.

Year 7 Girls Football

On Tuesday the Year 7
girls played their very first
football game and it was a
big occasion as they were
playing against Stoke Park in
the under 12 West Midlands
cup.

The team started off well and
worked together to attack
and defend. Stoke Park
broke the deadlock half way
through the first half but the
girls never let their heads
drop and came away with a
consolation goal in the last
seconds of the second half
to even the score up to 1-1.
The girls have shown real

resilience and worked well as
a team to keep going to the
very end, not giving up. We
have lots of things to work

on in our training sessions
and are looking forward to
showing improvement and
playing our next fixture.

Year 9 Create and Perform
The first Year 9 Create and
Perform rotation has come
to a close, with our students
exploring the theme of
Insects. After experimenting
with a range of media the
students were able to make
a stencil and print their own
fabrics before creating their
own phone/book holder.

This week in Science club:
The Year 7s made slime
The Year 8s did flame tests
The Year 9s and 10s
investigated dancing slides
using bubble solution.

Science of Art Competition
Last term the students took part in the Science of Art competition. There were lots of
amazing entries for the Science Leaders to judge and it was a very hard decision to choose
the winner
1st place: Science book by Zara H
2nd place: Solar System by Adelina N
3rd place: What is science? Poster by Presley F
1st Year 7: 3D heart by Darius S
1st Year 8: Photosynthesis poster by Sienna M
1st Year 9: Science and art poster by Anna L
1st Year 10: Physics poster by Pranay P
1st Year 11: Electricity Tower by Maisy M
Special announcements to the following students who also submitted very high quality
entries: Shree G, Merwan M, Ocean H, Gayathiri R, Raheem R, Umaiza T and Saanvi P.

Year 9 Boys Basketball
The Year 9 boys basketball team kicked off their English Schools tournament with an
impressive 65-38 win over Twycross House on Tuesday.
It was a very close first half with both teams scoring back and forth with no clear team
emerging as favourite. However a 12-0 scoring run just before halftime saw us go into the
break 2 points up. The boys turned the pressure up defensively in the 2nd half and hounded
Twycross the moment anyone touched the ball-making it extremely difficult for them to
score and limited them to only 14 points in the 2nd half.
Everyone that played made an impact in some area, however particular standouts included
Umar S for marking their best player out of the game and David T for knocking down shot
after shot including a lovely step-back near the 3 point line. However, Brandon Kenyon was
MVP for the game and was a nightmare for anyone that defended him.
A really positive start considering it was their first game of the season, however the further
they progress in this tournament the stronger the competition will be. The team knows they
weren’t near their best and are looking forward to the next challenge!

An excellent lesson securing our pencil tone skills this week with Year 7. Our Bridge
students embraced the tutorial task and made excellent progress from their initial
sketches. Well done!

Student Book Review

This week’s review has been written by Mateusz F from 8CA
Book: The Funny Life of Teachers by James Campbell
Mateusz says: I would describe this book as funny and random. It has a few
good facts but everything else is pure comedy.
Rating: 5/5

Book of the Week
The Carpet People
by Terry Pratchett
ZPD: 4.7
Description: In the fronds of a
carpet, there are tribes and people,
families and brothers. This is a
story of two of those brothers.
This is the story of the evil Fray,
sweeping a trail of destruction across
the carpet. And the story of an
adventure to end all adventures…
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