
Headteacher’s 
Message

Last week’s 
Cultural Food 
Day was a 
really joyful 
occasion, 

Hubs were decorated 
and staff and students 
brought food into school 
to represent their own 
cultures.  Mr Singh's 
150 samosas and Miss 
Wright's Iron Bru were 
probably the highlight!  
As Headteacher I felt it 
my important duty to 
do a "hub crawl" and 
test all the food across 
the school - I ate very 
well!  Thanks to all 
the students and staff 
for their hard work, a 
fantastic celebration of 
the wonderful diversity 
of our community.  We 
are also delighted that 
our student equalities 
group have worked hard 
with Mr Oliver to devise 
a plan to increase our 
multifaith prayer room 
provision.  In the very 

near future, we will have 
two spaces, accessible 
to students from all 
faiths, designed by our 
student leaders.

Well done to Year 11 
who have worked hard 
this week in their final 
set of trial exams, these 
continue next week.  A 
crucial last chance to 
practice exam skills and 
get detailed feedback 
on what to improve 
with 10 school weeks 
to go before the exam 
season starts.  I'd also 
like to thank Coventry 
University who, via our 
wonderful governor 
Kayleigh Lampard, have 
provided use of their 
facilities for free for 
our half term revision 
experience. 20 of our 
Year 11 students will 
visit the university, 
have revision sessions 
taught by Barr's Hill 
staff, alongside some 
fun and food plus an 
overnight stay. A further 
20 will be invited to 
revision sessions at 

the university in the 
day. Year 13s final trial 
exams begin after the 
half term break.

Our Athletics 
programme, coached 
by Mr Gardiner (former 
GB Decathlete) and 
feeding directly into 
Godiva Harriers is 
ramping up ahead of the 
summer season.  last 
weekend saw trials for 
the international student 
games.  We are proud 
of all our students but 
special mention should 
go to Abdullah O who 
excelled in the long 
jump and may qualify 
for the championships 
which are taking place 
in South Korea in July.  A 
stunning achievement.  

Creativity is also coming 
to the fore again as 
Bridge students enter 
a national event to 
create an installation for 
London Art Trail.  Phew!  
Another busy week.
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We are pleased to 
announce that this week 

we have received our 
'mini Morph'!! Having been 

successfully selected to 
design and paint a mini 
sculpture for 'Morph's 

Epic Art Adventure 
London', we will have our 
sculpture put on the first 
mobility friendly art trail 
during June to August 
2023. In partnership 

with Whizz Kidz, the UK's 
leading charity for young 
wheelchair users, our JLT 

Art Ambassadors will paint 
our sculpture with the 

chosen theme of 'identity' 
before the sculpture 

goes in-situ. We will take 
a group of students to 

visit the trail before our 
mini morph will return 

permanently to Barr’s Hill 
School. 

To raise funds for Whizz 
Kidz we will be hosting a 

number of events over the 
coming months, kicking 
off with a charity staff 

basketball game. 

If any student would 
like to enter the 

competition to design 
our morph, please speak 

to Mrs Stafford for a 
design sheet.

Exciting Announcement!



Amazing Artwork

Creative colour wheels are back and look at these! Bridge students are exploring the use 
of colour in art and were challenged to create a colour wheel at home from objects they 

could find around the house. Hama beads, skittles and balls of wool show just how creative 
students can get!

Exploring the idea of printing inspired by Andy Warhol, students designed and made 
their own press prints this week. Using poly print tiles and block printing ink they created 
pop art designs incorporating everyday objects and bold patterned backgrounds. Students 

had to learn about consistency with paint, accuracy when printing and how pop art was 
quick and effective to create mass art pieces. 



Year 8 created their first assessment for rotation 2 last week. As we look at Pop Art, 
students had to create an observational drawing embedding skills and techniques learnt 

in relation to formal elements, optical blending and composition. These are just a few 
examples of the one of the secondary source objects selected to work from.

As Year 9 came to the end of their rotation they put in practice a number of skills they 
have learnt over key stage 3. Students created their own insect based stencils, controlled 
colour application with stencil brushes and planned their layout in order to create their 
own printed fabric. Once they had created their fabrics and ironed them to fix the paint 
in to the fabric, students were able to sew together their piece to make a book or device 

cushion. Some lovely designs came to fruition during the rotation and it was a pleasure to 
see students able to take home their final pieces.



Cultural Food Day
On Friday 3rd February we held our whole-school Cultural Food Day. Students from each 
year group brought in dishes they prepared themselves/with parents to showcase foods 

related to their heritage. Each Heartspace was decorated with flags, and group tables 
were set up so students could enjoy a meal together while discussing the different foods 

they were trying. We also had music from the different cultures to make things even more 
festive! There was an array of dishes including butter chicken, samosas, tortilla, rice and 

peas, Thai green curry to name just a few. 

Students and staff thoroughly enjoyed the event and we are already planning our next one!

International Children’s Games
Last weekend our students attended the International Children’s Games trials which were 
held at University of Warwick athletics track. There was an excellent turnout with a quarter 
of all athletes at the trials being from Barr’s Hill with students from Year 7 through to Year 
10 entered to have a go. For the younger year groups this was an opportunity for them to 
practice and get used to the trial environment to prepare them for future competitions. In 

the first event, the 100m, Abdulah O, Kaysan M and Ava P performed extremely well placing 
second in their extremely fast heats. As expected, the students performed very well on the 
field with Leo & Natalia (Year 9) and Jeevan (Year 8) Jumping the highest of the boys but 
just marginally missing out on the qualifying standard. The most impressive performance 

of all came in the long jump where Abdullah O jumped 5.30m which won the competition by 
nearly a metre. We are eagerly waiting to find out which students have been selected for the 

championships which are taking place in Daegu, South Korea in July.  



Rotary Youth Speaks
Last Friday some of our KS4 and KS5 Debate Society students competed at Sidney Stringer 

Academy in the ‘Rotary Youth Speaks’ competition. They confidently and professionally 
spoke about mature, academic motions. The Year 11 team comprised of Nell N, Keanu B 
and Virtue A and they debated the motion that ‘modern and futuristic architecture can 

only improve the quality of human life rather than overlook it’. In this speech, Virtue was 
a brilliant chairperson who introduced Keanu and Nell. Keanu argued proposition and 

discussed key ideas such as Saudi Arabia’s ‘The Line’ and new, exciting space missions. 
Speaking for the opposition was Nell who explored displacement of communities and global 
warming as a cost to the new and modern architecture projects. Nell even received a special 
commendation for her wonderful and insightful speech. Speaking for the Year 12 team was 

Freddie H, Elene J and Hannah B. Hannah was a confident and articulate chairperson to the 
motion that ‘Racism is the worst inequality’. In this speech, Freddie argued proposition and 
drew on a range of knowledge such as South Africa’s Apartheid and racial discrimination 
in the penitentiary system. Opposing this was Elene, who spoke with ease and flair; Elene 

argued that social class and class disparity is currently the worst inequality in our society – 
she used perceptive examples such as social mobility, tax avoidance and period poverty. All 
six of the students were absolutely wonderful and did themselves (and Barr’s Hill) proud.



Mock Interviews
On Wednesday 8th February we welcomed volunteers from a range of professions to 

conduct mock interviews with our Year 10 students. Students have been working on their 
CVs for a number of weeks and were able to discuss these along with answering a number 

of questions around leadership and work ethic with our volunteers. They them received 
verbal and written feedback regarding their performance and what they can do going 

forward to develop their skills in an effort to be best placed to secure roles in the industry 
of their choice. This aligns perfectly with Year 10s careers focus of “Standing Out From the 

Crowd”. Our volunteers who were made up of magistrates, bank managers, recruitment 
specialists, council employees, NHS staff, government employees and careers specialists 
were very impressed with how prepared our students were and the way they presented 
themselves. It was clear they had put a lot of work into their CVs and that they are taking 
full advantage of the different opportunities and enrichment activities available to them. It 
was great to see our students take the experience in their stride and despite lots of nerves 

perform so well giving a great account of themselves.

This week in Science Club: 
        Year 7 created robot toothbrush’s

Year 8 built catapults

Year 9 & 10 designed crash cars to protect their egg

The Marie Curie-ousity Academy started to design their CREST Awards



Casual Exam Invigilators Wanted
We are seeking to appoint additional invigilators to join our examination team at Barr’s 
Hill School. We are looking for reliable, enthusiastic and flexible individuals. This role is 
to oversee and supervise examinations as necessary throughout the school year. The 

successful candidates will also ensure that guidelines and regulations for the integrity 
and security of the examination papers and procedures are followed during examination 

sessions

Applicants will need to demonstrate a commitment to teamwork and have effective 
communication skills.

For more details please see https://www.barrshill.coventry.sch.uk/vacancies/

https://www.barrshill.coventry.sch.uk/vacancies/


Task:
Take up to 3 

photographs based 
upon the theme,

‘Beauty of 
Architecture’.

Competition age 
groups:

Intermediate    
11-13 year olds

(year 7-9)

Senior     
14-17 year olds

(yr 10-13)

SCHOOL PRIZES
1ST PRIZE IN EACH AGE 

GROUP
£10 VOUCHER OF YOUR 
CHOICE AND FRAMED 

PHOTOGRAPH

2ND& 3RD PRIZE
£5 VOUCHER OF YOUR 

CHOICE

ROTARY CLUB PRIZE
£50 

All entries receive a 
certificate

The photos can be colour or black and white and 
can be either printed or emailed to Mrs Stafford. 

Mobile Phones, digital or traditional cameras may 
be used to take a photo.

In addition, each entrant should provide a brief 
sentence of what each photograph represents in 

relation to the theme.

Further Information and application forms can be 
requested via email from Mrs. Stafford

Closing date:  Friday 10th February 2023  

Entries to Mrs. Stafford in ART or via email 
Stafford.a1@barrshill.coventry.sch.uk



Barr’s Hill School
Radford Road
Coventry
CV1 4BU

W: www.barrshill.coventry.sch.uk
E: schooladmin@barrshill.coventry.sch.uk
T: 024 7623 4600
     @BH_Coventry

Frankly in Love by David Yoon
ZPD: 4.7

Description: Frank’s parents emigrated from Korea, and 
have pretty much one big rule for Frank- he must only 
date Korean girls. So, when Frank falls for Brit, who is 
smart, beautiful and white, he needs a plan. His friend 
Joy Song is in the same boat and so they make a pact: 
they’ll pretend to date each other in order to gain their 
freedom. Frank and Joy agree that fake-dating is the 
perfect plan. But they soon discover that the only thing 

more complicated than pretending to be in love, is actually 
falling in love.

This week’s books have been chosen by Chelsea J 
in 10B. To celebrate Valentine’s Day, Chelsea 

created a brilliant shelf-display in the library 
highlighting 4 novels that fit with theme of 

‘romance’.

The books that Chelsea chose were:
Frankly in Love by David Yoon

Artichoke Hearts by Sita Brahmachari
Falling Fast by Sophie McKenzie
Tokyo Ever After by Emiko Jean

Student Book Review

Book of the Week


