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Success Stories

STAFF and students at Barr’s Hill 
School are celebrating an excep-
tional year that has seen the school 
and outcomes for its students 
improve significantly.

The school’s progress was 
endorsed by Ofsted during their 
visit in September, after Barr’s Hill 
School secured its best ever set of 
GCSE results compared with a 
declining picture nationally.

In September, Ofsted inspectors 
reported an “improved quality of 
learning in lessons” and that “pupils 
were engaged and attentive and 
ready and willing to learn” They 
also said pupils “can focus and 
achieve.” Reflecting positive exami-
nation results, inspectors wrote 
“headline measures from summer 
2016 indicate a strong improve-
ment” and that “the school is 
receiving excellent support from 
President Kennedy School,” with 
whom Barr’s Hill School is working 
in close collaboration and partner-
ship within The Futures Trust.

Established in 1908, Barr’s Hill 
School is proud of its traditional val-
ues and a rich history of providing 
high quality education to the young 
people in its local community. 

Barr’s Hill School places its stu-
dents at the heart of everything it 
does and is ambitious for each and 
every one of them. The school has 
challenging expectations and pro-
vides a learning environment and 
guidance to ensure these are met. 
Academic progress and attainment 
is monitored closely to ensure that 
the school is continually stretching 
students and their progress is rapid.

Excellent academic 
progress

This year the school’s record 
examination results show that 
Barr’s Hill students make excellent 
academic progress, no matter what 
their starting point or background. 
In 2016, Barr’s Hill School secured 
its best ever GCSE results, making 
the school one of the most improved 
schools in Coventry.

 At A-level the number of students 
at Barr’s Hill School’s Sixth Form 
achieving A*-A grades doubled in 
2016 and almost 30 per cent of stu-
dents achieved A*, A or B grades. 
Every Barr’s Hill student achieved 
their first choice university place 
and others secured high quality 
apprenticeships or a place in the 
world of work.

Career ready
Barr’s Hill is the only school in 

Coventry to hold the Investor in 
Careers kite mark, which guaran-
tees outstanding careers education 
and guidance and is the nationally 
recognised standard for the man-
agement of careers in schools and 
colleges.

Barr’s Hill School boasts an in-
house careers professional who is 
dedicated to connecting employ-
ers with Barr’s Hill students, ensur-
ing the school has the best support 
and careers provision there is.

Barr’s Hill students benefit from 
extended work experience place-
ments which frequently lead to 
students being awarded extra 
financial support at university and 
offered guaranteed employment at 
the end of their university course. 
Students also engage in the highly 
successful “Career Ready” pro-
gramme which teams up Barr’s Hill 
students with executive mentors 

from organisations such as The 
Coventry Building Society, Pep-
siCo, IBM and top ranking law 
firms.

Extra curricular success
Barr’s Hill School’s debating 

team achieved a number of prizes 
at a public speaking competition at 
Coventry’s Festival of Speech and 

Drama in November. High marks 
were achieved by all students, with 
Kajaanan Vijitharan winning first 
prize in two classes, including his 
age group in the public speaking 
class and he was the overall winner 
of the debate class. Luisha Samuels 
won second prize in her age group 
and also overall in the competition. 
The team also travelled to the 
Houses of Parliament this year to 
experience live debate in both the 
Commons and Lords chambers.

Their time to shine!
Barr’s Hill students have taken 

part in a number of sparkling per-
forming arts productions through-
out the year. The school boasts a 
dedicated performing arts studio 
and its own specialist drama teach-
ing staff. Recent productions 
include “The Stepford Wives,” “A 
Night on the Tiles” and the latest 
production “Where There is a Will” 

-  all of which played to packed 
audiences.

The range of clubs and societies 
on offer to Barr’s Hill students is 
extensive and caters for many 
interests, including science, art, 
music, drama and sport.

The school celebrates the 
achievement of all of its students in 
an annual Celebration Evening. 
This year’s event was held at the 
Central Methodist Hall, Coventry 
with more than 300 guests in 
attendance, including students, 
parents, staff and Governors. 
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Head teacher: Mr S Calvin
Address: Radford Road, 
Coventry, CV1 4BU
Telephone: 02476 234600
Website: www.barrshill.
coventry.sch.uk

Ofsted: Barr’s Hill students are engaged and attentive
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