
PROSPECTUS
Delivering high quality education since 1908



Established in 1908, Barr’s Hill School is proud of its traditional values and a rich history of 
providing high quality education.

At Barr’s Hill School we place our students at the heart of everything we do and have high 
aspirations for each and every one of them. We have challenging expectations and provide 
a learning environment and guidance to ensure these are met. 

Academic progress and attainment is monitored closely to ensure we are continually 
stretching our students and their progress is rapid. 

- High standards of personal behaviour and 
academic achievement

- Success for everyone, ensuring that no 
student is left behind

- A caring and welcoming environment which 
values everyone equally

- Inquiry and a love of learning 

- Respect for oneself and each other 

- Working well independently and as a team 

- Personal awareness of fairness, 
responsibility and service

- An appreciation of the environment, culture 
and the arts

- The importance of a healthy lifestyle

Our School aims to achieve:

WELCOME TO BARR’S HILL SCHOOL
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AT A GLANCE . . .
Barr’s Hill School
Radford Road, Coventry,  
CV1 4BU
02476 234 600
Website: .www.barrshill. 
coventry.sch.uk

Aspirations 
are high 
for every 
student at 
Barr’s Hill
EstablishEd in 1908, barr’s hill 
school is proud of its traditional 
values and a rich history of provid-
ing high-quality education.

barr’s hill school places its stu-
dents at the heart of everything it 
does and has high aspirations for 
each and every one of them.

the school has challenging 
expectations and provides a learn-
ing environment and guidance to 
ensure these are met.

academic progress and attain-
ment is monitored closely to 
ensure that the school is continu-
ally stretching students and their 
progress is rapid.
ExCELLENT ACAdEmiC 
PROGREss

 barr’s hill students make excel-
lent academic progress, no matter 
what their starting point or back-
ground. 

in 2016, barr’s hill school 
secured some of its best ever GCsE 
results, making the school one of 

the most improved in Coventry.
in English, eight out of every ten 

barr’s hill students made at least 
the progress they were supposed 
to make between age 11 and age 
16, and more than half achieved 
one grade higher than they were 
expected to between age 11 and 
16, well above national average.

at a-level, the number of stu-
dents at barr’s hill school’s sixth 
Form achieving a*-a grades dou-
bled in 2016 and almost 30 per 
cent of students achieved a*, a or 
b grades.

students achieved their first 
choice university place and others 

secured high-quality apprentice-
ships or a place in the world of 
work.
A smOOTH TRANsiTiON 
fROm PRimARY TO 
sECONdARY sCHOOL

barr’s hill school offers a very 
popular “7 for year 7” Programme 
which incorporates a series of fun 
activities for students who are 
transferring to barr’s hill school 
from primary school. 

these events are held before 
new Year 7 pupils start at the 
school.

they offer a series of gentle 
introductions to their new envi-
ronment and to some of the 
people they will interact with in 
Year 7.

Prospective students and their 
parents and carers are welcome to 
visit the school by contacting Mrs 
hammett, head of Year 7, or by 
emailing schooladmin@barrshill.
coventry.sch.uk

Barr’s Hill School students pay 
keen attention in a science class

Successful Barr’s Hill School 
students collect their exam results

Relaxing in the attractive 
grounds at Barr’s Hill School

Schools Guide







Introduction to English at 
Barr’s Hill School

English at 
Barr’s Hill School

The English department at Barr’s Hill School is highly motivated and thrives towards promoting excellence. 
Literacy is the underpinning element of learning and the curriculum in English enables students to develop 
their reading and writing skills, from the moment they arrive in Year 7. The carefully constructed curriculum 
is supplemented by exciting homework activities, aiming to stretch and challenge our students. 

Students have 4 or 5 lessons per week, depending on their pathway. The department offers 
students great experiences such as author visits and theatre trips; not to mention exciting clubs which 
include the very popular, ‘Debate Mate’. 

CURRICULUM
Our KS3 curriculum is crafted to ensure the delivery 
of skills necessary for GCSE study. Our curriculum 
aims to stretch and challenge students of all 
abilities, to make certain that all students make 
maximum progress. 

Students are exposed to a variety of literary works; 
our library is a great tool for students to feed their 
love for reading. 

The Year 7 curriculum map is available below. 
However, this is tailored to meet the learning needs 
of all of our students. 

Autum
- Autobiographical and speech writing. 
- Cirque du Freak - Darren Shan 

Spring 
- World Folk Tales inc. Tales of Brothers Grimm. 
- Poetry Cemetry inc. Shakesperian.

Summer
- Modern Play - Blood Brothers/Demon Headmaster. 
- Panda Books Project

What do our students say?
“I love English because we get to discuss our ideas and 
opinions, which helps us write our answers”. 
Lucy, Year 7

“There’s no right answer in English, so I enjoy exploring 
words and techniques in stories”. 
Gaurav, Year 7

How can you help 
your child’s literacy at 

home?
Literacy is an essential part of life. Good literacy skills 
enable students to thrive in every subjet. 

- Guided reading at home. Listen to your child read 
and ask them explorative questions about the story/
text.

- Encourage your children to read non-fiction (e.g. 
Leaflets, Newspapers etc).

- Have conversations with you child about local, 
national and internationalnews - get them to explain 
and expand their options. 

- Play word games with your child to promote the fact 
that literacy can be fun! 

- Ask children to read out menus or road signs when 
you are out and about!



Maths at 
Barr’s Hill School

Introduction to Maths at 
Barr’s Hill School

The maths department at Barr’s Hill is a thriving department which offers a wide and varied curriculum. 
Students in Year 7 will have 4 or 5 hours of maths depending on their pathway in the school per week, this 
is supplemented with 2 x 20 minutes of homework. 
Students are given the opportunity to partake in maths enrichment trips and activities, in the past these 
have included trips to Jaguar Land Rover and Disneyland Paris. Our high achiever are also encouraged to 
take part in the UKMT Maths Challenge. 

CURRICULUM
In KS3 our pupils follow the MyMaths curriculum. 
This gives students a problem solving approach to 
learning maths and allows them access to a host of 
online resources to support their learning outside 
the classroom. 

A brief introduction of what is covered in the Year 
7 curriculum is offered below, but this is adapted to 
suit each child’s pathway. 

Autumn Term
• Whole Numbers and Decimals
• Perimeter, Measures and Area
• Expressions and Formulae
• Fractions, Decimals and Percentages

Spring Term
• Angles and 2D Shapes
• Graphs
• Whole Number Calculations
• Statistics

Summer Term
• Transformations and Symmetry
• Equations
• Factors and Multiples
• Constructions and 3D Shapes

What do our students say?

How can you help your 
child’s numeracy at 

home?
Numeracy is incredibly important. Here are some 
examples of how we would like you to develop your 
child numeracy skills.

• Encourage your child to explain to you what 
numeracy they have learnt at school and teach you 
how to do it

• Compare ‘Best Buys’, estimate total bills for weekly 
shopping or work within a budget

• Scaling up and down recipes and working with 
measures

• Reading timetables and working out time when 
travelling

• Practice multiplication tables and mental arithmetic

• Play games which help encourage numerical skills 
with your child, for example scores in Scrabble



Barr’s Hill School
Movin’ On Up

BRILLIANT TO BE AT BARR’S HILL!
There is something very special about your son or daughter 
leaving Primary School and taking their next big step into 
Secondary School. We also recognise that this time can 
feel a little daunting. Many families are drawn to Barr’s Hill 
School because we are smaller than many other secondary 
schools with no more than 130 pupils in a year group. This 
means that we can offer a more cohesive environment where 
teachers and students know each other well and we notice if 
someone is happy about something they have achieved or in 
need of a friend.

Our new students enter school into Year 7 in the care of 
Mrs Hammett, a pastoral manager who is dedicated to their 
welfare. Mrs Hammett is located in the Year 7 hub and Year 
7 students are free to drop in to see her during break and 
lunchtime and before and after school. Mrs Hammett is also 
an important contact point for parents and carers and she is 
on hand to answer questions that may arise. Here at Barr’s 
Hill School we offer a very special programme called ‘7 for 
Year 7’ which ensures our new students make a flying start 
academically and enjoy lots of activities which help them get 
to know their new teachers and make new friends. 

I just wanted to give my personal thanks to you and 
your fantastic “Movin’ on up” team as what you guys 
have done and are doing is a credit to you and your 
school and we are so glad that we chose Barr’s Hill 
School as our daughter’s first choice” Year 7 Parent.

“I came from a school with nobody else and I made 
loads of new friends” Year 7 Student.

“Thank you for doing the “Movin’ on up” week. My son 
loved it. He made some new friends and really enjoyed 
the whole week. He especially enjoyed camping. He’s 
not nervous about starting in September now and is 
really looking forward to it” Year 7 Parent.

“It helped me make new friends so instead of being 
nervous I will be happy and relaxed when I start” 
Year 7 Student.



‘7 for Year 7’ 
Your countdown to joining our 

learning community starts here!
Our 7 for Year 7 Programme incorporates a series of fun activities for students who are transfer-
ring to Barr’s Hill School from Primary School. These events are held before your son or daughter 
starts school with us. They offer a series of gentle introductions to their new environment and to 
some of the people they will interact with in Year 7:

7 In February half term, Barr’s Hill School’s ‘Stand and 
Deliver’ event runs for all our prospective year 7 students 
and their parents and carers. The event includes the 
opportunity to rehearse and perform a short play which 
provides students and their parents/carers a chance to get 
to know the school and meet key staff and other parents 
of children already at the school. 

6 In May, families are invited to school to take part in a fun quiz competition.

5 In June, we run a ‘Getting to Know Each Other’ 
morning, usually on a Saturday morning, involving 
prospective year 7 students engaging in a range of 
craft activities whilst making new friends. 

4 In July, we invite new students to a Transition Day, 
which is a taster day for all new students at Barr’s Hill 
School.

3 In July, we also 
hold a parent/carer 
information session, 
when you are able 
to ask any remaining 
questions you many 
have regarding all 
aspects of your son or 
daughter’s transfer and 
first few weeks in year 
7 at Barr’s Hill School.

2 In August, our new students are invited to our special ‘Movin’ 
on up’ programme which incorporates a week of free fun activities 
towards the end of the Summer holiday. Activities may include; 
baking, making cushions, ice skating, camping and rehearsals and 
a performance for parents. 

1 Late August, we celebrate your son or daughter’s transition from Primary to Secondary 
school and the activities they have completed in our programme.



Post 16 
at Barr’s Hill School

Many of our students choose to stay with us and study in Post 16. Barr’s Hill Sixth Form 
offers a caring and supportive ethos and our dedicated staff are committed to ensuring 
that all students achieve the highest possible standards.

In 2017, students at Barr’s Hill School celebrated their A-Level results alongside their 
teachers and mentors. Many of our students moved on to university and higher education, 
whilst others are now looking forward to apprenticeships and the world of work.

Barr’s Hill also offers a Career Ready programme which supports post 16 students studies 
with mentors from industry and internships in their chosen career area. 

2017 Post 16 University 
Destinations Include:
Nottingham University 
Coventry University 
Birmingham City University 
De Montfort University 
Wolverhampton University 
Warwick University  
Manchester University 

Our students will be benefiting from Post 16 Select. This is a joint venture between 
President Kennedy School and Barr’s Hill School that allows students in Year 11 to 
choose from a wide range of courses to study in the Sixth Form and benefit from the 
best teaching and experience available from both schools.

Professional Guidance
Barr’s Hill students receive advice and guidance from 
our Careers Advisers, Mr Hope and Mrs Forbes.
 
Careers education and guidance helps students gain 
the knowledge and skills needed for their future career 
choices and gives them the information they will need to 
get there. 

Barr’s Hill is committed to providing a planned pro-
gramme of careers education and information, advice 
and guidance (CEIAG). 

The careers education programme at Barr’s Hill School 
enables students to develop their personal insight, 
careers knowledge, career planning and management 
skills. It also offers information and advice that is 
personalised, comprehensive and impartial. 



In a year when GCSE’s have become much harder and schools have faced the added complication 
of a new 1-9 grading system for English and Maths, Barr’s Hill students have again performed well 
in their examinations. The progress that our students make from joining us in Year 7 to GCSE is 
again expected to be strong, and it has been wonderful to share the outstanding results achieved 
by individual students:

Paige Peake has achieved 9 top GCSE grades, including 3 B equivalents

Maimona Kalantar has achieved 7 top GCSE grades, including 3 A and 3 B equivalents

Hannah Malone has achieved 8 top GCSE grades, including 1 B, 1 A and 2 A* equivalents

Jamaal Constantine has achieved 9 top GCSE grades including 1 A and 5 B equivalents

Harpreet Singh has achieved 9 top GCSE grades including 3 B and 3 A equivalents

Sam Offei has achieved 10 top GCSE grades including 1 A and 3 B equivalents

Suleiman Sharif has achieved 10 top GCSE grades including 2 A and 4 B equivalents

Christian Williams has achieved 9 top GCSE grades including 1 A*, 1 A and 4 B equivalents

Our students make excellent academic progress, no 
matter what their starting point or background



Sport at Barr’s Hill School



What do we offer?

Basketball (all years)

Girls KS3 football

Boys KS3 football 

Boys KS4 football

Boys KS5 football 

Badminton 

Table tennis

We offer a variety of sports throughout the year and also give students the opportunity to be 
part of a team, competing against different schools and championships. 

Fitness

Girls only fitness 

Trampolining

Rugby 

Rounders

Athletics



Prepared, Respect, Individual, Determined, Excellent

These are our values, the beliefs that shape out learning, behaviour 
and experiences at Barr’s Hill School.

These values build good character and help our students to make a 
positive contribution to the community. 

Prepared 
You are ready to learn. You are on time, smartly dressed in full uniform, and you always 
have your TRIO. 

Respect
You show good manners; you listen well to others and are able to show empathy. You 
show genuine care and concern for others, their belongings and the school environment. 
You welcome difference and readily celebrate the diversity of the school, treating everyone 
fairly and the way you would wish to be treated by them.

Individual
You are truthful and sincere, showing integrity and self-perception. You are self-aware, 
knowing your strengths and weaknesses so that you can make changes where necessary. 
You are able to exercise self-discipline and self-control.

Determind
You are relentless in you pursuit of progress; you believe that you can be the best and 
have high aspirations for yourself. You are brave, even in difficult situations; you never give 
up and show resilience. You have a plan for where you want to be and work hard to get 
there. 

Excellent
You have and outstanding attitude towards learning - a relentless quest for knowledge. You 
know your targets and what you need to do to make progress. You embrace hard work, 
completing classwork and homework to a high standard. You are able to pause regularly 
and evaluate your work to make it better. 

Wear your uniform with
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We have hight standards of uniform at Barr’s Hill School and expect all students to be dressed correctly 
and smartly. All students must wear school uniform or the sixth form dress code. Parental co-operation is 
vital in maintaining high standards and we expect all of our students to take PRIDE in their appearance. 

Barr’s Hill School Uniform: Girls 

Blue school blazer with school logo on pocket 
White Shirt with Buttoned collar
School ‘v’ necked plain navy blue or navy blue v 
neck jumper without logo (optional)
School tie 
Black school skirt (of appropriate length to the knee) 
or school trousers (no skinny jeans or 
leggings)
Black tights or black or white socks 
Black low-heeled shoes which can be polished (no 
trainers or pumps, including VANS or 
Converse)
Plain black or white religious headscarf (where 
worn)

PE Kit

Navy blue shorts with turquoise trim
Blue indoor games shirt with school logo 
Blue outdoor games shirt with school logo 
Blue sweatshirt with school logo 
Blue tracksuit bottoms with school logo 
Long navy blue socks 
Trainers

Barr’s Hill School Uniform: Boys 

Blue school blazer with school logo on pocket 
White shirt with buttoned collar 
School tie 
Navy blue v neck jumper without logo (optional)
Black school trousers (no jeans, cords or chinos)  
Black socks
Black shoes which can be polished (no trainers or pumps, including VANS or Converse)  
Black turban (where worn)

PE Kit 

Navy blue shorts with turquoise trim
Blue indoor games shirt with school logo 
Blue outdoor games shirt with school logo 
Blue sweatshirt with school logo 
Blue tracksuit bottoms with school logo 
Long navy blue socks 
Trainers
Football boots and shin guards (if worn)



Additional Items

Outer clothing should be in a plain colour and should not be worn in classrooms.
Hooded jackets may be worn to school as outer clothing only.
Bag must be suitable for carrying A4 books and equipment.

TRIO

Students must have their TRIO on them in every lesson. This includes: Pencil case, Calculator and 
Dictionary.

Compliance 

No other items are permitted on school site. If there is a reason why students cannot conform to uniform 
regulations, then parents should contact their child’s tutor by letter. 
Students who are inappropriately dressed will be sent home top change wherever possible. 
Barr’s Hill will do whatever it can to support families in obtaining the correct uniform. 

Uniform with the School logo are available from: 

Andy Blair Sports & School Wear at 88-90 Barker Butts Lane, Coventry. 
Tel: 024 7659 8080
Bus Routes: 5, 26 or 49 

Cat Ballou at 1-3 The Burges, Coventry 
Tel: 024 7655 5499 
Bus routes: All bus routes to the City Centre 

Wear your uniform with



Barr’s Hill School 
Extra-Curricular Programme 

Each year we put together an extra-curricular programme with a range of activities and 
experiences which should suit all students’ needs. From learning new musical instruments, 

and how to be Minecraft master; developing debating and oracy skills to building confidence in 
self-defence. 

Overleaf is a ‘typical’ programme which changes each term depending on take-up and fresh 
ideas. 

Teaching staff, Sixth Formers, Various support staff and sometimes outside professionals run 
extra-curricular clubs. 

Our very popular Breakfast Club is open every day, it is free and open to everybody. Students 
catch up with friends over toast and a hot chocolate, or study in the ‘quiet zone’ from 

8:00-8:35am. 

One-2-One Zone will support students in completing their homework on time and to a good 
standard. It’s open every day from 3:15-6:00pm.



Before school 7:30
Lunch

After School
M

onday 
All years Table Tennis- M

r Joseph, Sports Hall

BTEC Sport catch up session- M
iss M

arks, C1

Y7 &
 Y8 boys Football- M

r Barrett
, Field

All years Badm
inton- M

iss M
arks Sports Hall

Tuesday 
KS3 Futsal- M

r Barrett
, Sports Hall

Y9 and Y10 Fitness- M
r Barrett

, Fitness room
KS3 G

irls Football- M
iss Lloyd, Sports Hall

W
ednesday 

KS5 Football- M
iss M

arks, Sports Hall
KS4 G

irls Basketball, M
r Joseph, Sports Hall 

(3:30-4:30)

KS3 Boys Basketball, M
r Joseph, Sports Hall 

(4:30-5:30)

Y9&
10 boys Football- M

r Sm
ith, Field

Thursday
G

irls Fitness- M
iss M

arks, Fitness room
All years N

etball- M
iss Lloyd, Sports Hall

KS3 Boys Rugby- All staff, PK

Dance N
M

A

Friday 
All years Badm

inton, M
iss M

arks and M
r 

Barrett
, Sports Hall 



Selwyn Calvin

8th September 2017

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Tuesday 19th September - Open Evening
Monday 23rd-27th October - Half Term

HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE
Hi all, 

I hope you are feeling refreshed after your summer break. I would firstly like to welcome 
our new Year 7’s. It is a big leap from primary school to secondary school and we will 
support you along the way to make your time here at Barr’s Hill an enjoyable and 
academically progressing experience. 

I would also like to congratulate those who recieved their GCSE and A-Level results 
over the summer. We have students moving on to some fantastic universities and many 
re-joining us in sixth form.

I wish you all a great weekend.

Barr’s Hill News

Barr’s Hill students celebrate successful results!
Students and staff at Barr’s Hill School are 
celebrating a successful set of GCSE and 
A-level (AS and A2) results which have 
ensured students their places in sixth form, 
college and university. Some of our individual 
success stories include:

- Abaraaujithan Jeyaranjan excelled in 
Mathmatics, Applied Science and ICT and 
moved on to Warwick University to study 
Mechanical Engineering.

- Kayleigh McGhie excelled in Religious Studies, 
Psychology and English Language and 
Literature. She has moved to Manchester 
Metropolitan University to study Law.

- Hannah Malone has achieved 8 top GCSE 
grades, including 1 B, 1 A and 2 A* equivalents

- Christian Williams has achieved 9 top GCSE 
grades including 1 A*, 1 A and 4 B equivalents

Headteacher, Selwyn Calvin commented, 
“Students have worked extremely hard and 
have been dedicated to their subjects here at 
Barr’s Hill School. I am delighted that so many 
of our students have exceeded their expecta-
tions. I wish them all the success in the future.”





Selwyn Calvin

21st July 2017

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
21st July - Break up for summer holidays at 1.15pm

5th September - Return to school 
19th September - Open Evening

HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE
Hi all, 

This is our last newsletter before we break up for summer! We have had a busy week from 
hosting a celebration evening, to a fun sports day and our exciting inspire days. I am proud 
of every student for giving their all towards the school and their education this year.

I look forward to welcoming our new year 7s on starting their journey here at Barr’s Hill 
School in September.

I hope you all have a great summer - you deserve it!

Barr’s Hill News

Barr’s Hill Celebration Awards 

Last week, parents, students, teachers and school governors attended a celebration evening at the Coventry 
Methodist Hall. Guests were greeted with our steel band and students received awards. There were also talks 
from guest speakers such as Steve Farmer, CEO of Dare2Dream and councillor Kevin Maton. 

Overall a great and successful evening! 



Visit: www.barrshill.coventry.sch.uk



Visit: www.barrshill.coventry.sch.uk

“Barr’s Hill School’s ‘Movin’ on ‘Up’ programme 
helped me get to know some of the teachers that I 
would be with at the school and that helped me settle 
in well. As it’s a small school, there is a family feel 
and it’s one big happy family.” Neeve

“The best thing about Barr’s Hill School is the teachers 
and all the different subjects we study. I have really 
enjoyed the trips that we have been on in Year 7 and 
hope there will be some more next year. I also loved 
doing the photo-shoot for the website as I am proud to 
represent the school.”  Ellen

Visit: www.barrshill.coventry.sch.uk
Barr’s Hill School 

Radford Road
Coventry
CV1 4BU

Tel: 024 7623 4600 
Fax: 024 7623 4609 

 Email: reception@barrshillschool.co.uk

“We want to do well in our GCSE’s and 
one day go to university. Barr’s Hill School 
is very supportive and each lesson we get 
taught here is engaging” Dominic and 
Acacia


